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Preface

IV

Perpetrators of crimes against humanity have never admitted guilt for the resulting carnage,
and the government of the People’s Republic of China is no exception. 

Despite more than four years of heinous crimes and horrific atrocities against tens of millions
of innocent and peaceful Falun Gong practitioners, the PRC government continues to deny any use
of violence - because the violations are so blatant that even the PRC government can find no
defense but to resort to categorical denial. What the PRC government counts on is effecting indif-
ference in the international community through deceit and coercion.

However, ink-printed lies can never conceal bloodstained facts.

Collected in this book are excerpts from annual reports of the United Nations Human Rights
Commission’s Special Rapporteurs, documenting cases of human rights violations committed by the
PRC government against Falun Gong practitioners. The PRC government is a member of the UN
Human Rights Commission and a permanent member of the UN Security Council with veto power.
However, it cannot veto the findings of the Special Rapporteurs.

These findings are just the tip of the iceberg of the ongoing slaughter. Many Special
Rapporteurs and their assistants have indicated that the vast number of cases is simply beyond
their capacity to process.

We hope, however, that this small collection will serve adequately as independent and
authoritative evidence for those who still wishfully believe that the PRC government is moving
towards rule of law and that Falun Gong practitioners are “all treated according to the law.”

We further hope that this small collection is enough to stir the conscience of the internation-
al community - including the United Nations Human Rights Commission, which appointed those
Special Rapporteurs - to come to the aid of the victims.

In publishing these reports, we want to express our utmost respect and indebtedness to the
Special Rapporteurs and their assistants, many of whom have faced hardship because of pressure
from those who do not want the reports to see the light of day.

These reports are also a tribute to the suffering Falun Gong practitioners, without whose
courage and peaceful conviction these crimes could not have been exposed. 

Everyone who has worked for human rights causes knows that the first and most difficult step
in ending systematic violations is to expose the evil. Falun Gong practitioners in China have coura-
geously taken this first step; isn’t it upon our conscience to come to their defense, so that their
sacrifices shall not have been in vain?
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Background

This book is a compilation of excerpts from the annual reports of the United Nations Human Rights
Commission’s Special Rapporteurs, documenting cases of human rights violations committed by the Chinese gov-
ernment against Falun Gong practitioners. A brief introduction is given here to provide significant background
information.

Falun Gong, a Practice That Has Benefited 100 Million People in Over 50 Countries

Falun Gong is an ancient form of qigong. Qigong, which translates as
cultivation-exercise, is the generic term for practices of mind and body refine-
ment through special mental and physical exercises. Throughout China’s history
and in some other parts of the world, numerous schools of qigong have existed,
each with its own characteristics and emphasis. Some schools have taken the
form of religion, some have been passed down from one master to only a few
disciples, and some have taken the form of popular exercises. Taichi and some
branches of Yoga are examples of popular exercises, while Buddhism and Taoism
may be considered religious forms of qigong, with the former emphasizing mind
cultivation and meditation and the latter paying particular attention to body
refinement through unique exercises.

Falun Gong distinguishes itself from other qigong practices by emphasiz-
ing both mind cultivation and body refinement. Mr. Li Hongzhi, the founder of
Falun Gong, teaches his students that to achieve total health one must first be
a good person of high moral character. Following Falun Gong’s principle of

“Truthfulness-Benevolence-Forbearance,” practitioners of Falun Gong devote themselves to the cultivation of
their inner selves and the improvement of their mental and moral quality. This, combined with five sets of gen-
tle exercises of proven efficacy in health improvement, has enabled practitioners to achieve purposeful living,
morality, improved health, and inner peace. As a testament to its superior benefits, Falun Gong had become a
global phenomenon of over 100 million practitioners across more than 50 countries by 1999, just seven years
after its introduction to the public.

The Chinese Government’s Increasing Hostility towards Falun Gong

The benefits of Falun Gong practice to people and to society were originally recognized and commend-
ed by various levels of the Chinese government. In fact, the authorities’ positive regard had facilitated the
spread of Falun Gong in the early 1990s. The state-controlled media - including national and local newspapers,
TV, and radio stations - frequently covered activities and benefits of Falun Gong practice.

The increasing popularity of Falun Gong, however, proved to be too
much for a few officials within the Chinese government. From clandestine
undermining in early 1994, to the orchestrated smear campaign and the ban-
ning of Falun Gong books in 1996, to police harassment in 1997, certain power
blocs within the Chinese government gradually escalated their underhanded
persecution to overt assault. On April 23, 1999, in broad daylight, armed
police forces in the city of Tianjin violently assaulted hundreds of Falun Gong
practitioners and arbitrarily detained 45 of them.

The “April 25th Peaceful Appeal” by Falun Gong Practitioners

Two days later, on April 25, 1999, over 10,000 Falun Gong practitioners
gathered quietly in Beijing outside the State Council Appeals Office, located
next to the Chinese leadership compound, to request the release of the prac-
titioners detained in Tianjin and the lifting of the ban on Falun Gong books.
The gathering was peaceful, orderly, and lawful. After Premier Zhu Rongji met

Over 10,000 practitioners appealed outside the
State Council Appeal Office after the first illegal

arrests and beatings in Tianjin, China.

Best known for its meditative exercises, Falun
Gong emphasizes improvement of mind, body, 

and moral character.



with a few of the gathered practitioners and ordered the release of those detained in Tianjin, the practitioners
quietly dispersed. Because of this gathering Falun Gong began to receive international attention.

Jiang Zemin Ordered All-Out Persecution

However, China’s Chairman, Jiang Zemin, resented the peaceful solution. Apparently seeking a
resounding conquest to augment his personal authority, on July 20, 1999, without due process, Jiang ordered
the persecution against Falun Gong to commence, despite the fact that many within the government were
already either practitioners themselves or held favorable views towards Falun Gong. Later, in October, Jiang
ordered the Chinese national legislature to pass a law to allow a tougher crackdown. The Washington Post
noted in an article on November 2, 1999 that “When [China’s Communist leaders] found themselves without
the laws they needed to vigorously persecute a peaceful meditation society, the Party simply ordered up some
new laws. Now these will be applied - retroactively, of course ... By these standards, Stalin was a scrupulous
observer of civil rights.”

Since July 20, 1999, over 100,000 practitioners, including pregnant women, the elderly, and young chil-
dren, have been sent to labor camps without trial; thousands have been illegally jailed, with terms of up to 18
years; and millions of innocent people have been arbitrarily arrested and detained, almost all under inhumane
conditions. Thousands of practitioners have been detained and severely tortured with nerve-damaging drugs in
mental hospitals. Thousands more have died in custody, while countless others are still unaccounted for.
Meanwhile, Jiang created a nationwide system of “610 Offices,” with absolute authority over the judiciary and
all levels of the Communist Party, expressly to eradicate Falun Gong. The scope and severity of the atrocities
are difficult to fathom.

A Staged Self-Immolation and the Deception of World Opinion

Jiang’s regime has also launched a far-reaching campaign of disinformation to justify its persecution
and to escape world condemnation. State-run media have flooded the printing presses and airwaves with fabri-
cations about Mr. Li Hongzhi and Falun Gong. As with all lies, the propaganda fails miserably in the details. For
example, the Chinese government made up claims that the practice of Falun Gong caused 1,400 people to die
or to become insane. This number, even if assumed to be true, divided by 100 million practitioners, would be
many orders of magnitude below the national average. In another example, the Chinese government claimed
that Mr. Li Hongzhi had falsified his date of birth, and even produced a “hospital record” to prove that his
mother was treated with oxytocin in 1952 before his birth. Oxytocin, however, was not to be identified until
1953.

In early 2001, desperate to turn the tide, the Chinese government attempted an outrageous stunt: a
staged self-immolation of five people in Tiananmen Square. The state-run media then blamed it on Falun Gong.
This staged self-immolation, however, has been analyzed by neutral reporters and by careful observers of the
same videotape that was published by the Chinese government: 

1. An investigative story published by the Washington Post revealed that Ms. Liu Chunling, one of the
“immolators,” had never practiced Falun Gong;

2. Police were mysteriously patrolling Tiananmen Square with dozens of pieces of firefighting equipment
that day;

3. Liu Siying, the 12-year-old girl, was purported to have had a tracheotomy, but spoke and sang clearly,
a medical impossibility;

4. Ms. Hao Huijun, another immolator, was reported to have graduated from a Henan Music College in
1974, a year in the Cultural Revolution when no students were graduated;

5. Mr. Wang Jindong was shown to have been badly burned; however, his hair and the plastic 7-UP bottle
that he had “used to dowse gasoline” remained miraculously intact.

These holes prompted International Education Development, a UN NGO, to issue the following statement
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during the 2001 session of the UN Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights: “The
regime points to a supposed self-immolation incident in Tiananmen Square on January 23, 2001, as proof that
Falun Gong is an ‘evil cult’. However, we have obtained a video of that incident that in our view proves that
this event was staged by the government.” (For an analysis of the CCTV footage of the staged immolations, please visit:
http://www.faluninfo.net/tiananmen/immolation.asp)

The Chinese Government’s Global Coercion of Conscience

The sole objective of the Chinese government’s persecution is to force
Falun Gong practitioners to renounce their belief. This coercion against con-
science, however, does not stay just in China. 

The Chinese government has repeatedly made threats of economic
sanctions towards countries, states, cities, and businesses that dare to criti-
cize its persecution of Falun Gong. This creates a fear, a fear of being left out
of some economic gain, a fear of speaking for conscience. With this tactic,
the Chinese government has induced several major Western news media cor-
porations to apply self-censorship in reporting China’s human rights violations,
forced cities in a number of countries to rescind their moral support to the
victims, and even coerced some democratic governments to stifle the voices
of Falun Gong practitioners. 

The Chinese agencies, however, do not stop at blackmailing. Canadian
Member of Parliament Rob Anders had the following to say about a physical
assault by Chinese diplomats in February 2000:

“I wore [a T-shirt that talked about Falun Gong] out to a function that was being hosted by the People’s
Republic’s embassy here, in this building [Parliament].  I stood at the back of the room, and then all of a sud-
den I had four or five men surround me and start to harass me, and point fingers, and jostle me physically,
saying that I had to leave, that I wasn’t welcome, go home, you know, cowboy, you don’t know what you’re
doing… and what crossed my mind immediately was four or five people that comprise a gang on behalf of the
People’s Republic of China think they can get away with doing that to me as a Member of Parliament, on
Canadian soil, in my place of work, in the House of Commons - can you imagine what they’re doing to people
back home in their own country?  It was absolutely over the top!  And then when a media reporter came over
with his camera, they started to grab his camera, they tried to force it down to the ground, they told him to
go away… They were issuing orders to a member of the free press here in Canada.  …  It was absolutely outra-
geous.  And it just proved what Falun Dafa is up against.  We’re at a very critical moment.  …  If we don’t
take a stand now, history will look back at us and sigh.”

Similar incidents of intimidation and assault have also happened in the United States, Iceland,
Germany, Australia, Russia, Romania, Thailand, Cambodia, Hong Kong, and many more. Simply put, the
Chinese government has exported its persecution to the world as a global campaign of evil against conscience.

The Struggle Between the Truth and Lies

For their belief, and also for humanity, Falun Gong practitioners have stood up against the evil. In con-
trast to the Chinese government’s violence and deceit, Falun Gong practitioners have adhered to peace and
truth.

Throughout the brutal persecution, Falun Gong practitioners have remained true to the principle of
“Truthfulness-Benevolence-Forbearance.” They remain peaceful during police beatings; they remain peaceful
when inmates are instigated by police to torture them. Their great tolerance, compassion, and righteousness
have even inspired many torturers to become Falun Gong practitioners.
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Dozens of police violently arrest practitioners
peacefully appealing against Jiang’s “shoot on
sight” order outside the China Liaison Office in

Hong Kong on March 14, 2002.
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As the persecution is completely based on and sustained by lies, Falun Gong practitioners also take
great risks to inform the public of the truth. 

On March 5, 2002, Falun Gong practitioners in the city of Changchun suc-
cessfully tapped into the local cable TV system to broadcast documentary films
exposing the Chinese government’s brutal persecution. Similar broadcasts fol-
lowed in many other cities. For these righteous acts the practitioners suffered
enormously. In Changchun alone, over 5,000 people were arrested, and at least
a dozen died of torture during “interrogation.” Even a visiting US citizen, Dr.
Charles Li, has been jailed with a three-year term on the charge of “intending”
to carry out a similar broadcast.

Falun Gong practitioners of foreign nationalities have also participated in
clarifying the facts to the Chinese people. On November 20, 2001, thirty-six
westerners gathered at Tiananmen Square in Beijing to stage a peaceful peti-
tion. Since then, hundreds of foreign citizens from dozens of countries have
been to China to tell the Chinese people that Falun Gong is welcomed and
legally practiced everywhere else in the world. All of them were arrested, mis-
treated, and deported; many were severely beaten.

Falun Gong practitioners have made great sacrifices to expose the persecution and clarify the true
facts of Falun Gong. Their benevolence has awakened many from being misled by the propaganda of hatred,
from blindly following government orders, and from being unwitting accomplices of the evil. 

The Quest for Justice by Falun Gong Practitioners and 
the Quest for Rights and Dignity by Chinese People

It is important to point out that the Chinese government’s persecution of Falun Gong is no deviation
from its 50 years of continuous persecution of intellectuals, labor activists, dissidents, Christians, Buddhists,
and other nonconformists. Various studies by Western scholars have indicated that eighty million or more have
perished because of the non-stop persecution under the Chinese communist rule. These killings far outnumber
even those of the Nazis, and they are all born of the same purpose: the destruction of human nature.

The peaceful persistence and horrific suffering of Falun Gong practitioners have
drawn international attention to the Chinese government’s heinous crimes against humanity.
With the help of many prominent human rights lawyers, Falun Gong practitioners in eleven
countries have filed lawsuits against Jiang and his lieutenants for, among others crimes, geno-
cide, torture, and other crimes against humanity. In the courts of New York and San Francisco,
Falun Gong practitioners have won their cases by default. As more and more shocking facts of
the Jiang regime’s hate incitement, state terrorism, violence, and cruelty are revealed, the
day of a new Nuremberg trial for the regime’s crimes against conscience is bound to come.

An Appeal to All Good People of the World 

The persecution of Falun Gong is still going on in China; the death toll rises daily. Many
Falun Gong practitioners have risked everything to publicize the violations they or their fellow
practitioners have suffered. The cases reported by the Special Rapporteurs of the United
Nations Human Rights Commission account for a very small fraction of the tragedies, but they
must not be taken lightly, lest the values of hope, courage, and the most fundamental human

rights be forsaken. In presenting these documents, we now ask you to speak for those who
have no voice, to do all within your power to stop the injustice and cruelty.

AP Photo: Zenon Dolnyckyj, a Canadian citi-
zen, being arrested by Chinese police 

on Tiananmen Square in Beijing. 

One of the hand gestures of
Falun Dafa’s fifth exercise.
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OPINION No. 35/2000 (PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA) 

Communication addressed to the Government on 2 February 2000.  

Concerning Yuhui Zhang

The State has signed but not ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights

1. The Working Group on Arbitrary Detention was established by the Commission on 
Human Rights resolution 1991/42.  The mandate of the Working Group was clarified and 
extended by resolution 1997/50, and reconfirmed by resolution 2000/36.  Acting in accordance 
with its methods of work, the Working Group forwarded the above-mentioned communication to 
the Government. 

2. The Working Group conveys its appreciation to the Government for having forwarded 
the requisite information in good time. 

3. The Working Group regards deprivation of liberty as arbitrary in the following cases: 

(i) When it manifestly cannot be justified on any legal basis (such as continued 
detention after the sentence has been served or despite an applicable amnesty act) 
(category I); 

(ii) When the deprivation of liberty is the result of a judgement or sentence for the 
exercise of the rights and freedoms proclaimed in articles 7, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20 
and 21 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and also, in respect of 
States parties, in articles 12, 18, 19, 21, 22, 25, 26 and 27 of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (category II);   

(iii) When the complete or partial non-observance of the relevant international 
standards set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in the 
relevant international instruments accepted by the States concerned relating to the 
right to a fair trial is of such gravity as to confer on the deprivation of liberty, of 
whatever kind, an arbitrary character (category III). 

4. In the light of the allegations made, the Working Group welcomes the cooperation of the 
Government.  The Working Group transmitted the reply provided by the Government to the 
source and received its comments.  The Working Group believes that it is in a position to render 
an opinion on the facts and circumstances of the case, in the context of the allegations made and 
the response of the Government thereto. 
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5. It would be appropriate to set forth succinctly the allegations which have been brought to 
the attention on the Working Group by the source. 

(i) Mr. Zhang Yuhui , a Chinese national aged 35 years, who has resided in 
Macao for over nine years and owns a cleaning business there, was arrested
on 10 November 1999 in Kaiping City, Guangdong Province, People’s Republic 
of China.  According to the source, it is unclear whether he was presented with an 
arrest warrant upon arrest, or whether he has been formally charged and, if so, on 
the basis of what legislation.  

(ii) In early November 1999, Mr. Zhang undertook a business trip to the People’s 
Republic of China with his wife.  He was arrested in Kainping City and detained 
on the ground that he was practising Falun Gong, a traditional spiritual practice 
with millions of followers in the People’s Republic of China and throughout the 
world.  Falun Gong, as an organization, was banned by the Chinese authorities in 
July 1999.  

(iii) The source notes that many Falun Gong practitioners have been detained since 
July 1999 and sent for re-education through labour without trial, because they 
refuse to denounce their belief.  Other followers have been sentenced to prison 
terms. 

(iv) Yuhui was an active Falun Gong practitioner in Macao.  Following the 
government crackdown on the movement, he wrote numerous articles on Internet 
web sites to guide readers to think about the Falun Gong issue rationally.  His 
writings were popular among both practitioners and non-practitioners.  Yuhui had 
also written to the Macao office of the Xinhua news agency, voicing opposition to 
the ban on the movement in July 1999.  It is argued that all Yuhui did was lawful 
and transparent.  He himself had told his friends several times that he was in fear 
of being arrested, as he had been warned by the Xinhua news agency for 
expressing his beliefs. 

(v) The source does not identify the facility in which Mr. Yuhui is currently detained.  
It notes, however, that the authorities have thus far refused permission to his 
family to visit him.  

6. The nature of the Government’s reply makes it difficult for the Working Group to 
appreciate the conclusions arrived at by the court when it ruled that the defendant had “posed a 
threat to national and state security”.  It is apparent from the file that the activities of Mr. Yuhui 
were peaceful and that he was in no way directly involved in any violent activity.  The Working 
Group believes that article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights has been violated.  
It reiterates that everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression and that the said 
right includes the freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart 
information and ideas through any media, regardless of frontiers.  There is nothing to suggest  
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that Falun Gong uses other than peaceful means to spread what the organization believes in.  The 
Government of the People’s Republic of China in its response has stated that Mr. Zhang Yuhui is 
a native of Kaiping City in Guandong Province.  In 1986, after graduation from the University of 
International Business and Economics in Beijing, he was employed to work with the units of the 
customs houses in Guangzhou and Lianhuashan.  He was thereafter transferred to Macao in 
January 1990.  The Government accepts that he was arrested on 11 November 1999 by the 
Guangdong Province public security authorities because, since July 1999, he had been engaged 
in illegal activities and disrupted the social order.  According to the Government, Zhang had 
confessed his error and displayed a willingness to correct it, pursuant to which his punishment 
was converted to house surveillance.  The Government states that the public security authorities, 
in dealing with Zhang Yuhui, have acted in strict compliance with the People’s Republic of 
China’s relevant laws and regulations.  The Government also informed the Working Group that 
Zhang Yuhui was released on 21 December 1999 and claims that Zhang was not arbitrarily 
detained.

7. Taking into account the response of the Government, the Working Group believes that 
the reasons for Zhang Yuhui’s detention have not been denied.  It is not denied by the 
Government that he wrote numerous articles on Internet web sites relating to Falun Gong.  The 
Government also does not deny that his writings were popular both with practitioners and 
non-practitioners.  Neither does the Government deny that Zhang Yuhui opposed the ban on the 
Falun Gong movement in July 1999.  The reasons given for Zhang Yuhui’s detention are 
propagation of his ideas and beliefs.  That he expressed his beliefs and opinions peacefully is not 
in issue.  The Government decision that these activities are illegal and disrupt the social order 
and therefore justify arrest by the public security authorities cannot be justified since his 
detention is in direct violation of article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

8. The Working Group, consistent with its practice, would not have rendered an opinion 
with regard to Zhang Yuhui’s detention, on account of his release on 21 December 1999. 
However, the Working Group believes that the fact that Zhang Yuhui was detained for 
propagating his ideas and beliefs peacefully is sufficient reason for the Working Group to render 
an opinion, despite Zhang Yuhui’s release from detention. 

9. In the circumstances, the Working Group is of the opinion that the detention of 
Zhang Yuhui from 11 November 1999 to 21 December 1999 was arbitrary and contrary to 
article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and falls within category II of its 
methods of work. 

10. Consequently, the Working Group requests the Government of the People’s Republic of 
China to take all measures necessary to remedy the situation and, consistent with article 19 of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, not detain people for the peaceful propagation of their 
opinions.

Adopted on 27 November 2000 
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OPINION No. 36/2000 (PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA) 

 Communication addressed to the Government on 1 February 2000 

 Concerning Li Chang, Wang Zhiwen, Ji Liewu and Yao Jie

 The State has signed but not ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
 Rights

1. The Working Group on Arbitrary Detention was established by Commission on Human 
Rights resolution 1991/42.  The mandate of the Working Group was clarified and extended by 
resolution 1997/50, and reconfirmed by resolution 2000/36.  Acting in accordance with its 
methods of work, the Working Group forwarded the above-mentioned communication to the 
Government.

2. The Working Group regrets that the People’s Republic of China has not provided its 
comments on the allegations made by the source. 

3. The Working Group regards deprivation of liberty as arbitrary in the following cases: 

(i) When it manifestly cannot be justified on any legal basis (such as continued 
detention after the sentence has been served or despite an applicable amnesty act) 
(category I); 

(ii) When the deprivation of liberty is the result of a judgement or sentence for the 
exercise of the rights and freedoms proclaimed in articles 7, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20 and 
21 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and also, in respect of States 
parties, in articles 12, 18, 19, 21, 22, 25, 26 and 27 of the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights (category II);   

(iii) When the complete or partial non-observance of the relevant international 
standards set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in the 
relevant international instruments accepted by the States concerned relating to the 
right to a fair trial is of such gravity as to confer on the deprivation of liberty, of 
whatever kind, an arbitrary character (category III). 

4. The Working Group would have welcomed the cooperation of the Government of 
the People’s Republic of China.  On 1 February 2000, the allegations from the source 
were communicated to the Government.  In the absence of a response, the Working Group is 
left with no alternative except to deal with the allegations and render an opinion in the light 
thereof.
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5. It is appropriate at this stage to refer to the allegations forwarded to the Working Group 
by the source.  These allegations relate to four presumed leaders of the Falun Gong spiritual
movement, Li Chang, Wang Zhiwen, Ji Liewu and Yao Jie  . They have allegedly been sentenced
by the Beijing Intermediate Peoples Court to prison terms of between 7 and 18 years. 

(i) The court found them guilty of organizing and using a cult to undermine laws, 
causing deaths and illegally obtaining and disseminating State secrets.  According 
to the Xinhua news agency, the judges ruled that the four defendants “organized 
and used the Falun Gong evil cult organization to spread superstition and heresies 
and deceive people, causing deaths”.  The trial reportedly was the Government’s 
most significant prosecution since outlawing Falun Gong as a menace to the 
public and State interests in July 1999. 

(ii) The source alleges that for the trial, held on Sunday, 26 December 1999, the 
authorities cordoned off the courthouse to ensure that Falun Gong members did 
not stage peaceful protests such as had been held repeatedly in defiance of the 
Government’s ban.  Although State media reported that the four defendants had 
lawyers and that family members attended the proceedings, one relative indicated 
that each defendant was only allowed one family member in the courtroom.  As 
some of the charges related to theft and dissemination of State secrets, part of the 
proceedings were held behind closed doors.  

(iii) According to the source, in setting out its case through the media, the Government 
merely displayed its fears about Falun Gong’s ability to mobilize large numbers 
of followers, which was underlined by the fact that all the defendants were party 
members with good jobs in government and business.  According to the Court, 
Li, Wang, Ji and Yao “set up 39 command posts, more than 1,900 training posts 
and 280,000 contact posts”.  They were said to have “plotted and directed” 
78 protests, and to have stolen 37 top secret or otherwise classified State secrets 
and disseminated them or included them in protest letters.  Finally, the four were 
said to have organized “proselytizing sessions and printed group literature 
illegally netting hundreds of millions of yuans in profits”. 

(iv) The defendants contended that they had merely engaged in peaceful activities and 
protests, and defended the tenets of the group. 

6. A response from the Government would have enabled the Working Group to appreciate 
the conclusions arrived at by the court when it ruled that the four defendants had “organized and 
used the Falun Gong evil cult organization to spread superstition and heresies and deceive 
people, causing deaths”.  The alleged role of the defendants in causing deaths could have been 
better appreciated had evidence for such conduct been furnished to the Working Group.  In the 
absence of hard evidence, it is difficult for the Working Group to accept the conclusions of the 
court in this regard.  The manner in which the courthouse was cordoned off to obstruct peaceful  
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protests, the allegation that only one member of the family was allowed in the courtroom and the 
secret nature of the proceedings indicate that the Government dealt with these four defendants  
merely because they had the ability to mobilize a large number of followers.  It is apparent that 
their activities and protest were peaceful and that they were in no way directly involved in any 
violent activity.  The Working Group believes that article 19 of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights has been violated.  The Working Group is of the opinion that everyone has a right 
to freedom of opinion and expression and that this right includes the freedom to hold opinions 
without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media, 
regardless of frontiers.  There is nothing to suggest that Falun Gong uses other than peaceful 
means to spread what the organization believes in. 

7. In the above circumstances, the Working Group is of the opinion that the detention of 
Li Chang, Wang Zhiwen, Ji Liewu and Yao Jie is arbitrary, is a direct violation of article 19 of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and falls within category II of the Working Group’s 
methods of work and that the situation requires to be remedied, since the deprivation of the 
liberty of Li Chang, Wang Zhiwen, Ji Liewu and Yao Jie is arbitrary and without reasonable 
cause.

8. Consequently, the Working Group requests the Government of the People’s Republic of 
China to take measures necessary to remedy the situation and, in the light of the opinion of the 
Working Group, to act consistently with the principles enunciated in article 19 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. 

Adopted on 27 November 2000 
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OPINION No. 5/2002 (CHINA) 

Communication addressed to the Government on 3 September 2001 

Concerning: Tang Xi Tao, Han Yuejuan, Zhao Ming and Yang Chanrong

The State has signed but not ratified the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights 

1. The Working Group on Arbitrary Detention was established by resolution 1991/42 of the 
Commission on Human Rights.  The mandate of the Working Group was clarified and extended 
by Commission resolution 1997/50, and reconfirmed by resolution 2000/36.  Acting in 
accordance with its methods of work, the Working Group forwarded to the Government the 
above-mentioned communication. 

2. The Working Group conveys its appreciation to the Government for having provided the 
requisite information in good time. 

3. The Working Group regards deprivation of liberty as arbitrary in the following cases: 

(i) When it manifestly cannot be justified on any legal basis (such as continued 
detention after the sentence has been served or despite an applicable amnesty act) 
(category I); 

(ii) When the deprivation of liberty is the result of a judgement or sentence for the 
exercise of the rights and freedoms proclaimed in articles 7, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20 and 
21 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and also, in respect of States 
parties, in articles 12, 18, 19, 21, 22, 25, 26 and 27 of the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights (category II); 

(iii) When the complete or partial non-observance of the international standards 
relating to a fair trial set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
in the relevant international instruments accepted by the States concerned is of 
such gravity as to confer on the deprivation of liberty, of whatever kind, an 
arbitrary character (category III). 

4. In the light of the allegations made, the Working Group welcomes the cooperation of the 
Government.  The Working Group transmitted the reply provided by the Government to the 
source, which has not provided it with its comments.  The Working Group believes that it is in a 
position to render an opinion on the facts and circumstances of the case, in the context of the 
allegations made and the response of the Government thereto.   

5. Because of their similar nature, the cases of the four following practitioners of 
Falun Gong are being dealt with in a single opinion: 
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(a) Mrs. Tang Xi Tao according to the information received, is a 64-year-old retiree
who has studied and practised Falun Gong since 1996, which has helped her to overcome health 
problems.  She has been detained several times, the latest being while she was on her way to 
Canton on holiday, and was sentenced to two years in a labour camp for disturbing public order 
and membership of an illegal organization. It is also alleged that her trial took place in camera
and that her request for a lawyer was denied.  She was reportedly subjected to ill-treatment, 
which led to heart trouble and psychological problems;

(b) Mrs. Han Yuejuan , 43-year-old widow of Liu Mingfang, a former United Nations
military observer, graduated from Zhongshan University.  She is a former Secretary-General of 
Dongshan District Literature and Arts Federation, a former Director of the Theory Education 
Section of the Propaganda Department of Dongshan District and a Falun Gong practitioner.  She 
was first detained for 15 hours on 22 July 1999 and was pressed to give up her faith in 
Falun Gong.  She was again arrested on 26 July 1999, in early June 2000, in July 2000 and in 
December 2000, when she was allegedly subjected to ill-treatment and even torture. In 
June 2000, she was dismissed from her post, and in October 2000, her application for a passport 
was refused.  On 23 June 2001 she was arrested in Guangzhou by members of the police and was 
taken to an unknown destination where she was interrogated every two hours for three 
consecutive days.  On 27 June 2001, Ms. Han was taken to Tianpingjia Detention Centre in 
Dongshan District in Guangzhou, where she is currently being detained; 

(c) Mr. Zhao Ming , 30-year-old, a graduate of the Department of Computer Science
of Tingshua University, a postgraduate student at the Computer Science Department of 
Trinity College in Dublin, a former network engineer with Tingshua Unisplendour Group and a 
practitioner of Falun Gong.  He was arrested on 13 May 2000 in Beijing at the home of a fellow 
Falun Gong practitioner, after his passport was confiscated to force him to give up his faith, thus 
preventing him from returning to Ireland to continue his studies.  On 7 July 2000, he was 
sentenced to one year’s imprisonment in a labour camp, and was allegedly tortured and subjected 
to ill-treatment.  His sentence was extended for a further period of six months;    

(d) Mr. Yang Chanron  , a Falun Gong practitioner, was arrested on 
27 December 2000 at his home by members of the police who did not show an arrest warrant.  
His wife, Ms. Zhou Fengling, was also arrested.  According to the source, she died in prison 
on 12 July 2001, allegedly as a result of torture.  It was reported by the source that she was seen 
handcuffed to a torture device known as the “Forbidden Board” at Xilin Detention Centre.  It 
was also reported that their five-year-old son had been missing since, they were arrested.  
Mr. Yang was later sentenced to three years’ imprisonment in a labour camp.  

6. In its reply, the Government reported that it has carefully reviewed the circumstances and 
stated the following concerning the persons in question: 

(a) Tang Xin Tao , a 64-year-old woman with an elementary education, lives in 
Guangzhou City.  From March to May 2000, she repeatedly took part in activities directed 
against government institutions, seriously disrupting social order and the regular work of 
government departments.  In June 2000 she was ordered by the Guangzhou Re-education 
through Labour Commission to undergo two years of re-education through labour 
until 17 June 2002 for disrupting social and administrative order.  On 6 July 2000 she was sent 
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to the Chatou labour rehabilitation facility in Guangzhou.  When she entered the facility, her 
relatively advanced years and difficult life were taken into account, and she was frequently taken 
to the clinic for check-ups and was given prompt treatment for her complaints; 

 (b) Han Yuejuan is a 43-year-old college graduate and native of Dongshan District in 
Guangzhou City.  On 21 July 1999, Ms. Han, in collusion with others, plotted and organized 
nearly 1,000 Falun Gong practitioners to besiege the Guandong provincial government, and on 
numerous occasions thereafter organized and instigated activities aimed at undermining public 
security, seriously affecting social order and disrupting the work of the Government and the lives 
of the masses, to the disgust of the broad masses.  On 5 July Ms. Han was detained on the order 
of the Guangzhou Municipal Security Department on suspicion of organizing and utilizing a 
heretical organization to break the law and commit crimes.  The Guangzhou public security 
authorities are currently investigating her case in accordance with the law; 

 (c) Zhao Ming is a 30-year-old Han Chinese male and a native of Changchun City, 
Jilin Province, who graduated from Qinghua University in 1998 and went to Ireland in 
March 1999 to study at Trinity College, Dublin, at his own expense.  In May 2000 Mr. Zhao was 
ordered by the Beijing Re-Education through Labour Commission to undergo one year of 
re-education through labour for having participated in the illegal activities of a heretical 
organization and for having disrupted the social order.  While serving his term, Mr. Zhao 
violated re-education-through-labour disciplinary regulations on numerous occasions, and his 
period of re-education was consequently extended for 10 months, that is until 3 December 2002; 

(d) Yang Chanrong is a 41-year-old male high school graduate from Changzhou City,
and an employee of the Shuyan Industrial Raw Material Supply and Marketing Corporation.  
Since July 1999, he has repeatedly engaged in Falun Gong activities.  On 3 November 2000, the 
Changzhou Re-education Labour Administration, acting in accordance with the relevant 
regulations, ordered Mr. Yang to undergo three years’ re-education through labour.  His wife, 
Zhou Fenglin, was also engaged in illegal Falun Gong activities and she was detained in 
accordance with criminal legislation for the offence of organizing and utilizing a heretical 
organization to break the law and commit crimes.  While in prison she started refusing food 
because of her obsession with Falun Gong and desire to achieve a state of “completeness”, fell ill 
and although the public security authorities and medical department organized a prompt rescue 
effort, they were unable to save her life.  Her death, according to the medical examiner of the 
procurator’s office, was caused by lobar pneumonia and electrolyte disturbance.  The 
Government concluded by saying that the six-year-old son of Ms. Zhou and Mr. Yang has not 
disappeared and is currently being raised by Mr. Yang’s elder brother. 

7. The Government stated that the above-mentioned persons have been under investigation 
and are undergoing re-education through labour, their legal rights having always been fully 
protected, and that the allegations transmitted by the Office of the High Commissioner that these 
persons have been subjected to cruel punishment and ill-treatment are complete fabrications. 

8. The Government stated that, like other organizations such as the Branch Davidians in the 
United States or the Aum Shinrikiyo in Japan, Falun Gong is quite simply a heresy.  On the 
theoretical level, Falun Gong advocates doomsday and other extreme heretical ideas to create an 
atmosphere of terror; on the practical level, it legally amasses wealth and uses propaganda, 
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founder worship and other fallacies to control the minds of Falun Gong practitioners.  A great 
many persons obsessed with Falun Gong go overboard in their infatuation and their minds 
become affected that they attempt suicide. 

9. The Government also stated that, to date, more than 2,000 people have been injured or 
have died as a result of practising Falun Gong, and more than 650 have gone mad.  In fact, 
Falun Gong has such extreme phenomena in China as collective immolations of obsessed 
persons and the derailing and overturning of trains; it is a very dangerous heretical organization.  
The Chinese Government has lawfully banned the Falun Gong organization precisely to protect 
the fundamental rights and fundamental freedoms of all persons, including Falun Gong 
practitioners and their families, and in so doing has obtained the broad support and endorsement 
of all segments of society. 

10. The Government repeatedly stated that in the process of banning the Falun Gong, it has 
acted in strict compliance with the law.  In the case of the overwhelming majority of ordinary 
practitioners the measures taken have consisted mainly of persuasion and education aimed at 
helping those persons recover their former everyday lives.  Only a very few law-breaking 
criminal elements have been punished under the law.  The Government concluded its remarks by 
stating that its methods are identical to those used by any other country in combating heretical 
practices, and therefore are universally understood by the international community. 

11. In the light of the foregoing, the following may be concluded: 

 (a) The Working Group notes that Mrs. Tan Xi Tao was arrested because of her 
practice and defence of Falun Gong, in which she did in a peaceful manner and in exercise of the 
rights to freedom of belief, either alone or in community with others and in public or private, and 
to freedom of opinion and expression, which are guaranteed by the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights; 

 (b) In the case of Han Yuejan, the Working Group notes that she was detained several 
times, the latest for membership of Falun Gong, and that the Government also accuses her of 
organizing and directing a demonstration, but neither indicates that the demonstration was a 
violent one nor offer any details to that effect.  Consequently, Ms. Han Yuejan was detained for 
the peaceful exercise of internationally protected rights, such as the right to assemble and to 
demonstrate, freedom of belief and freedom to express opinions, including those which run 
counter to the opinions of the broad masses, as the Government stated in its reply; 

 (c) In the case of Zhao Ming, no satisfactory explanation was provided as to why his 
passport was confiscated, which prevented him from continuing his studies, nor was any reason 
given for his detention other than the fact that he freely exercised his rights to freedom of belief 
and opinion in the manner to which he was entitled; 

 (d) In the case of Yang Chanrong (Canrong, according to the source), the 
Government acknowledged that he was sentenced to re-education through labour for 
involvement in Falun Gong activities, as was his wife, who died in prison.  The Working Group 
considers that the right to freedom of opinion and belief signifies that the mere adherence to or 
practise of a discipline or belief cannot be invoked as the only ground for detention. 
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12. The Working Group considers that, according to the information provided concerning 
these cases, the activities and protests of these four Falun Gong activists were peaceful and 
devoid of all violence.  In particular, in these cases the persons concerned were detained for 
having peacefully exercised their right to demonstrate their belief in Falun Gong, which the 
Government has not denied.  The Working Group is of the opinion that article 19 of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, in particular, has been violated, as everyone, according 
to this article, has the right to freedom of belief, conscience and religion and as this right 
includes the freedom to manifest one’s religion or belief and the freedom to hold opinions 
without interference and to impart them, either alone or in community with others, in public or 
private and through any media. 

13. In its report on the visit to China (E/CN.4/1998/44/Add.2) the Working Group stated that 
administrative detention for re-education through labour should not be imposed on any person 
exercising his or her fundamental freedoms, as guaranteed by the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights.  In the cases at hand, detention does constitute a coercive measure designed to 
undermine the freedom of those persons to adopt beliefs of their own choosing. 

14. In the light of the foregoing, the Working Group is of the opinion that the deprivation of 
liberty of Tang Xi Tao, Han Yuejuan, Zhao Ming and Yang Chanrong is arbitrary, as being 
contrary to articles 10, 11, 18, 19 and 20 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and falls 
within category II of the principles applicable to the consideration of cases submitted to the 
Working Group. 

15. Consequently, the Working Group requests the Government to take the necessary steps to 
remedy the situation of these four persons and to bring it into conformity with the standards and 
principles set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and encourages it to ratify the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 

Adopted on 18 June 2002 
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China

67. During the period under review, two new cases of disappearance were transmitted by the 
Working Group to the Government of China, of which one occurred in 2002 and was sent under 
the urgent action procedure.  At the same time, the Working Group clarified five cases on the 
basis of information provided by the Government that the persons concerned were either in 
detention or at liberty at the address provided, on which no observations were received from the 
source.

68. Most of the 106 cases of disappearance reported to the Working Group in the past are 
said to have occurred between 1988 and 1990, or between 1995 and 1996.  The majority of these 
cases concern Tibetans, 19 of them monks who were allegedly arrested in Nepal and handed
over to the Chinese authorities.  Other cases concern persons who reportedly disappeared 
following celebrations to mark the thirtieth anniversary of the founding of the Tibet Autonomous 
Region. Eleven cases concern  Falun Gong practitioners who were allegedly arrested or abducted
in 2000 and 2001 by police, security services or local administrative officials.  One other case 
concerns an autistic boy who reportedly disappeared in 2000 after having been questioned by 
Hong Kong immigration officers. 

69. The newly reported cases concern a woman who was allegedly arrested in 2001 for being 
a Falun Gong practitioner; and a Chinese citizen legally residing in the United States of America
who was allegedly detained and held incommunicado by persons believed to belong to the 
Ministry of Public Security.  

70. During the period under review, the Government provided information on two 
outstanding cases.  In one case, the person concerned had, in accordance with the laws of the 
country, been assigned to 18 months of re-education through labour, and is regularly visited by 
her family.  Information on her current whereabouts was provided.  The Working Group decided 
to apply the six-month rule to this case.  In another case, the Government informed the Working 
Group that investigations have established that the person concerned, originally from China, 
formerly employed at Beijing Normal University, had left for the United States in 1986 and is 
currently resident in Boston.  On 19 April 2002, travelling on a borrowed passport under the 
name “Rao Qing” (Passport No. TCHN147315384), he arrived on flight UA851 and illegally 
entered China from Beijing airport.  He then proceeded to carry out activities in China using a 
forged identity document.  His activities were in breach of the Chinese criminal code.  
On 21 June, following the issue of an arrest warrant by the second division of the Beijing city 
people’s procurator’s office, he was arrested by the Beijing public security authorities and, in 
accordance with legal procedure, his family was duly notified of his arrest and his case is 
currently being heard at first instance.  The Chinese Government is of the opinion that the 
present case has nothing to do with the issue of “enforced or involuntary disappearances”. 

71. Of the 69 cases clarified by the Working Group, 60 were clarified on the basis of 
information provided by the Government and 9 on the basis of information provided by the 
source.  In a majority of cases clarified on the basis of information provided by the Government, 
the persons concerned were living at liberty at the address that was provided.  In respect 
of 38 outstanding cases, the Working Group is unable to report on the fate and whereabouts of 
the persons concerned. 

 *

 *
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China

Regular communications and replies received

208. By letter dated 15 November 1999, the Special Rapporteur advised the 
Government that he had received information on the following individual cases. 

209. Jingsheng Liu was reportedly detained on 28 May 1992 and sentenced on 
16 December 1994 to eight years in prison for leading a "counter-revolutionary 
group" and another eight years in prison for "counter-revolutionary propaganda". 
He is currently being held at the Banbuqiao Detention Centre. He has reportedly 
been held in solitary confinement since 1996 and is allegedly not in good health. 

210. Yang Liming, Yang Wenli and Zhang Wenqing were reportedly arrested in 
December 1992 for burglary and murder in Wuwei city, Gansu province. Their 
confessions were allegedly obtained through 10 days of torture. Upon the 
confession of another individual to the alleged crimes, these three individuals 
were freed in February 1996. 

211. Yu Dongyue, an art editor of Liuyang Daily, was reportedly arrested on 
23 May 1989 for participating in pro-democracy demonstrations in Hunan. He 
was allegedly sentenced on 11 August 1989 by the Beijing Intermediate People's 
Court for "counter-revolutionary propaganda and incitement" and "counter-
revolutionary sabotage". He was allegedly tortured in Hunan Prison No. 3 at 
Lingling. He was allegedly held in solitary confinement in a tiny windowless 
damp cell for at least two years. The Special Rapporteur had already intervened 
on his behalf in 1992. According to recent information received, Yu Dongyue is 
now held in Ruanjiang prison in Hunan, where he is allegedly showing signs of 
mental disturbance and of having lost control of some bodily functions 
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218. The Special Rapporteur has also received reports regarding the alleged 
torture of Falun Gong practitioners who have reportedly been arrested since 
July 1999 and on behalf of whom he sent a joint urgent appeal with the 
Chairman-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention on 23 July 
1999. It is alleged that most of the practitioners, including children and elderly 
persons, have been insulted and beaten by the police at the time of arrest and 
during their subsequent detention. Electric shock batons and a device called "Di 
Lao", in which alleged victims' wrists and feet are shackled and linked together 
with crossed steel chains making it nearly impossible to walk or sit down, are said 
to have been used. In particular, the Special Rapporteur has received information 
on the three following individual cases. 

219. Zhao Jinhua was reportedly arrested on 27 September 1999 by the 
Zhangxing county police. She was allegedly beaten to death in police custody. On 
7 October 1999, she allegedly lost consciousness and was sent to the county 
hospital emergency room. She was then reportedly returned to the police where 
she was allegedly interrogated about her Falung Gong practices and tortured 
again, allegedly with police electric clubs. She is believed to have died the same 
day. An autopsy report by forensic doctors of Yantai City dated 8 October 
reportedly confirmed the presence of injuries, wounds and haematomas on many 
parts of her body, except the head, and revealed that her death was caused by 
beatings with blunt instruments. 

220. Practitioners from Hunan province were allegedly ill-treated at the time of 
their arrest. Yu Hanxin was reportedly arrested on 24 July 1999 by members of 
the Public Security Bureau of Yueyang city at his publishing enterprise, where 
books on Falung Gong were seized. It is reported that his feet were broken by the 
assistant director of the Yueyang Public Security Bureau at the time of arrest. Li
Juhua was reportedly arrested on 25 July 1999 by members of a local Joint 
Defence Team, who allegedly raped her. Zhou Zhi, from Dichen district, Chande 
city, had his home allegedly ransacked on 25 July 1999. He was allegedly 
severely beaten at that time. Yang Junhua was beaten and injured by No. 7 Joint 
Defence Team of Xiangtang city on 26 July 1999.

221. Xiao Hong Zhang was reportedly arrested on 9 September 1999 and 
chained back to back with another Falung Gong practitioner for 23 hours, during 
which

 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

- 32 -



E/CN.4/2000/9 
page 50 

time they were allegedly denied food, sleep and to go to the toilet. From 10 to 14 
September, they were reportedly individually handcuffed in the back in such a 
position that they were unable to lie down in order to sleep. 

222. Concerning the situation in Tibet, the Special Rapporteur has received 
information on the following individual cases. 

223. Ngawang Kyonmed, who was taking care of a shrine in the Drepung 
complex in Tibet, and Samdrul, both monks, were reportedly arrested in 
September 1998 on suspicion of having prepared a letter addressed to the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, during her visit to Tibet in 
September 1998. The letter is believed to express concern about the detention of 
the Panchen Lama, Gendun Choekyi Nyima, as well as details of the May 1998 
protests at Drapchi prison which were mentioned in a communication by the 
Special Rapporteur dated 3 September 1998 (see E/CN.4/1999/61, para. 116). 
Ngawang Kyonmed was allegedly beaten severely and detained at the Gutsa 
detention centre in Lhasa. He were reportedly transferred to a prison. An urgent 
appeal was sent on their behalf on 13 January 1999 by the Chairman-Rapporteur 
of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention. 

224. Norbu, a 17-year-old monk from Nalanda monastery, was reportedly 
arrested along with three fellow monks on 25 February 1995, following a police 
raid on the monastery. He is said to have resisted the police who wanted to search 
fellow monks' rooms. He was reportedly taken to Phenpo County Public Security 
Bureau detention centre. He was reportedly transferred on 28 February 1995 to 
Gutsa detention centre in Lhasa city, where he spent almost a year in 
incommunicado detention. He was allegedly brutally interrogated by the prison 
guards and accused of hiding documents on Tibet's independence. He was then 
denied medical treatment, despite the fact that his health was constantly 
deteriorating during his detention. In particular, he is said to have sustained 
damage to his kidneys. When he was returned home, in February 1996, he was 
still in a very serious condition. He allegedly could not turn his head or bend one 
of his legs and could not speak properly anymore. He is said to have died at home 
in March 1999 from injuries sustained at the time of his arrest and interrogation. 

225. Tashi Tsering reportedly died in the first week of October 1999, while 
still hospitalized, allegedly due to the beatings he sustained at the time of his 
arrest. Security police officers of the People's Armed Police (PAP) 
reportedly beat him so badly that his hands and feet may have been broken and 
his arm fractured. His head was struck against the back of a vehicle and by the 
time he was dragged into the police van by security personnel he was unable to 
walk. It is thought that his head injuries contributed to his subsequent death in the 
Tibetan Autonomous Region police hospital, near Sera Monastery, where he had 
been immediately rushed. He is said to have been arrested soon after having 
lowered the Chinese flag in Potala Square and attempted to hoist the forbidden 
Tibetan national flag during the Minority Games, held in Lhasa, on 26 August 
1999. 

Urgent appeals and replies received 

226. On 17 February 1999, the Special Rapporteur sent a joint urgent appeal in 
conjunction with the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary  
executions and the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the 
right to freedom of opinion and expression on behalf of Hemit Memet, Kasim 
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Mahpir and Ilyas Zordun, three young Uighur men, who had been forcibly 
returned from Kazakstan to the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region (XUAR) on 
11 February 1999. They had been arrested while attempting to cross the border 
between the Republic of Kazakstan and the People's Republic of China. They 
were said to be suspected of involvement in "ethnic separatist activities", and in 
1998 a warrant to arrest them was reportedly issued by the Ghulja Municipal 
Bureau.

227. On 14 June 1999, the Special Rapporteur sent a joint urgent appeal in 
conjunction with the Special Rapporteurs on the promotion and protection of the 
right of freedom of opinion and expression and on extrajudicial, summary or 
arbitrary executions on behalf of Zulikar Memet and Saydakhmet Memet, who 
had reportedly been detained in Urumqi, the capital of Xinjiang Uighur 
Autonomous Region (XUAR) in 1998 and February 1999, respectively. It was 
reported that they were accused of "assisting separatist terrorists" and arrested 
owing to the fact that they were brothers of Hemit Memet, who had been detained 
on 11 February 1999 along with Kasim Mahpir and Ilyas Zordun, all reportedly 
accused of involvement in "ethnic separatist activities" (see above). They had 
reportedly been moved from a prison in Urumqi to the public security police 
detention centre in the city of Gulja (Yining). 

228. On 1 July 1999, the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent appeal on behalf of 
Ngawang Choephel, who reportedly went missing in August 1995 when he was 
travelling through Tibet, tape recording traditional Tibetan folk music. He had 
reportedly been sentenced to 18 years' imprisonment for committing espionage. 
On 19 May 1999, the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention declared his 
detention arbitrary. He was reportedly originally detained at the Nyari detention 
centre, in Shigatse, but has since been transferred to the Powo Tramo prison in 
Tramo county. His health has allegedly deteriorated since his imprisonment. In 
particular, since 16 August 1998 he has reportedly been vomiting blood and is 
suffering from tuberculosis and a gastric disease. A letter was reportedly written 
to the Higher People's Court in China requesting permission for him to have 
medical treatment, however no response was received.

229. The Government replied on 15 December 1999 that in September 1998 the 
Xigaze Intermediate People's Court found Ngawang Choephel guilty of spying 
and on charges of separatism and sentenced him to 18 years' imprisonment, 
including four years without political rights. The Government further replied that, 
on appeal, the Tibet Autonomous Region Higher People's Court upheld the guilty 
verdict, after a closed hearing. The Government advised that the hearing was 
closed because the case involved State secrets. The Government further advised 
that he is currently serving his sentence in Bomi prison in Tibet. In relation to 
medical care, the Government replied that all offenders are entitled to receive free 
medical care, including annual check-ups, as well as timely treatment if they 
become ill. The Government reported that in October 1998, Ngawang contracted 
bronchitis, a lung infection and hepatitis and was treated at the prison hospital for 
over two months. He received a check-up in January 1999 which found him to be 
showing signs of recovery and he is now recuperating with oral medication. The 
Government stated that as in the past, law enforcement authorities are providing 
every respect and protection of his rights. 

230. On 23 July 1999, the Special Rapporteur sent a joint urgent action in 
conjunction with the Chairman-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary 
Detention on behalf of a large number of Falun Gong practitioners who had 
reportedly been recently arrested. Falun Gong is said to be an organization 
committed to the improvement of its practioners' physical and mental well-being

 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
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through exercise and meditation. The authorities reportedly banned the Falun 
Gong practice in public or private on 22 July 1999, and have accused the group of 
"engaging in illegal activities, advocating superstition and spreading fallacies", as 
well as "jeopardizing social stability". Since 20 July 1999, organizers of the 
group were detained in several cities, including Beijing, Tianjing, Nanchang, 
Harbin, Changchun, Tai Yuan, Shengyang, Benxi, Xinbin, Hengyang, Qinyuan, 
Wafangdian, Cangzhou and Shijiazhuang. Many persons have allegedly been 
beaten at the time of and after their arrest. More specifically, it was reported that 
Lu Shu Zhen,the mother of the Falun Gong founder, Li Hongzhi, had received 
death threats on 22 July 1999 from four non-uniformed members of the Chinese 
State Security Bureau. Her sister, Li Ping , and her children, Li Mai Yi, Li Pao 
Yuan and Li Pao Man , were also threatened. They reportedly remain under 
house arrest with constant police surveillance. Since the early morning of 20 July, 
Li Chang, Ji Lie-wu, Qi Bao Lei(female) and other 
individuals have reportedly been detained in Beijing. In Dalian, the following 
men were reportedly arrested: Yu Xiao-de , Li Fang-jun, Yang Chuan-jun , as 
well as the following women: Guan Shu-Qing , Tang Qiao-yunin, Gao Chun-
mei, Yang Li-ying, Tang Qiao-yun. In Shijiazhuang, Duan Rong-xin, Miao 
Ying-zhi, Wang Hong-bin, Xie Zheng-yuan, Xu Xin-mu, and Feng Xiao-mei 
(female) were reportedly arrested. Lu Wenjie and Wang Hongbin, two Falun 
Gong practitioners who were reportedly protesting the arrests at the 
Governmental Appeal Bureau in Dalian were allegedly beaten by four policemen 
who forcibly took them to the police station. 

231. The Government replied on 7 October 1999 that the Falun Dafa Research 
Society has not been legally registered: it engages in illegal activities, 
preaches superstition and heresy, deludes the masses and manufactures 
disturbances. The Government reported that the Chinese Ministry of Civil Affairs 
had determined, in accordance with the Regulations on the registration of public 
organizations, that the Falun Gong organization was illegal and resolved to ban it. 
Furthermore, the Chinese public service organs had taken coercive measures 
against the organization and individuals suspected of using the Falun Dafa 
Research Society to cause criminal disturbances to public order, who would be 
brought to justice as the law required. The Government reported that no beatings 
or ill-treatment had occurred as a result of the coercive measures taken. It 
reported that allegations of beatings, ill-treatment, torture and house arrests 
were sheer fabrications unrelated to the facts. 

232. In relation to Lu Shuzhen and Li Ping, the Government reported that on 
22 July 1999, Beijing municipal security organs visited Li Hongzhi's mother, Lu 
Shuzhen, and Li Ping to obtain information about Li Hongzhi's circumstances 
abroad. The Government reported that the meeting was amicable, civilized and 
law-abiding, and that no restrictive measures of any kind were taken. 

233. On 17 August 1999, the Special Rapporteur sent a joint urgent appeal in 
conjunction with the Special Rapporteurs on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary 
executions and on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression on behalf of Zulikar Memet, who had reportedly been sentenced 
to death on 25 July 1999 by the Ili Prefecture Intermediate People's Court, in the 
Xinjian Uighur Autonomous Region. He was allegedly accused of involvement in 
"ethnic separatist activities". He reportedly told the court that his confession had 
been extracted under torture and showed the court the signs of the torture he had 
allegedly suffered, including finger nails which had been pulled off. His brother, 
Hemit Memet, as well as eight other unidentified 

*

*
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law.  In this connection he agrees with the recommendation of the Human Rights Committee
(CCPR/C/79/Add.104 of 30 March 1999, para. 9) that the law should be amended so as to
restrict the jurisdiction of the military courts to trial only of military personnel charged with
offences of an exclusively military nature.

236. He fully supports, in particular, the following recommendations of the Human Rights
Committee directly relevant to his mandate:

That there be established an independent body with authority to receive and investigate
all complaints of excessive use of force by the police and other security forces;

While noting improvement as a result of recent legislative reforms, that the law be
reconsidered with a view to eliminating incommunicado detention altogether; this
applies, in the Special Rapporteur’s view, whether or not such detention is ordered by a
judge;

That there be established “institutionalized” mechanisms for monitoring conditions in
prison and for investigating complaints by inmates; such mechanisms should, in the view
of the Special Rapporteur, include a substantiate component from civil society, including
human rights non-governmental organizations.

China

237. By letter dated 10 August 2000, the Special Rapporteur advised the Government that
he continued to receive information according to which the use of torture and other forms of
ill-treatment, in particular in Tibet and in the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region (XUAR) is
widespread.  In addition to methods reported in previous years, the Special Rapporteur has
transmitted information on the use of trained dogs to attack prisoners; the use of live electric
wires to give electric shocks, inter alia, to the mouth and genitals; the insertion of sticks or
needles under the nails or having fingernails pulled out with pliers; the hanging of prisoners from
a rail with one foot and one hand for 24 hours; the shoving of paper into the anus of detained
persons and the setting on fire of this paper.  The Special Rapporteur has transmitted further
information on prisoners being made to run in the “flying aeroplane” position, arms spread out
and bent forward; having their hands tied behind their back and having them pulled up behind
them, causing intense pain; and on prisoners being made to stand barefoot in the snow and
having cold water poured over them in freezing winter temperatures.

238. Furthermore, the Special Rapporteur advised the Government that he had received
information on the methods of torture specifically used in the XUAR, namely the use of
injections which cause victims to become mentally unbalanced or to lose the ability to speak
coherently; the insertion of pepper, chilli powder or other substances in the mouth, nose or
genital organs; and the insertion of horse hair or wires into the penis.  The torture of prisoners is
said to be common in prisons, detention centres and labour camps, such as the Liu Daowan jail
in Urumqi and a labour camp near Kashgar.  Torture methods reported from the labour camp
include prisoners being hit on the head, stomach or genitals with electric batons; having electric
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244. Salam Kari, from Gulja (Yining), was reportedly arrested in May 1997 in connection
with protests in Gulja in February 1997.  His dead body showing marks of torture was reportedly
returned to his family a few days after his arrest.

245. Nizamidin Yusayin, a 70-year-old scholar from Urumqi and former journalist for the
newspaper Xinjiang Daily, is believed to have been arrested on or after September 1997 on
suspicion that he had sheltered people wanted in connection with the February 1997 protests in
Gulja.  He was said to have been detained incommunicado in the Urumqi City Public Security
Bureau.  On 7 April 1998, he reportedly died allegedly as a result of being beaten and tortured by
the police in order to force him to make a confession.

246. The Special Rapporteur advised the Government that he had received information
according to which the authorities have been conducting a major crackdown on the movements
of the Falun Gong, Falun Dafa and other Qi Gong groups.  Practitioners are said to be put under
pressure to renounce their beliefs.  Reports have been received that practitioners have been
subjected to public humiliation for their membership in the Falun Gong movement. Tens of
thousands of practitioners have reportedly been detained by the police for varying periods of
time.  Many of them are said to have been sent to labour camps without charge or trial for
periods of up to three years for “re-education through labour”, or detained in psychiatric
hospitals, where they were often administered drugs against their will, for periods of up to
several weeks.  Many of them are said to have suffered torture or ill-treatment.  The Special
Rapporteur has transmitted information on the following individual cases.

247. Xian Jin-ying, from Haiyan county, Zhejiang Province, and three other practitioners
reportedly went to Tiananmen Square on 25 October 1999.  They were allegedly sent to a nearby
police station where between 50 to 60 practitioners were said to have been held.  The police
reportedly handcuffed about 12 practitioners in a very painful manner with one arm bending over
the shoulder to meet the other hand on the back.  The police subsequently made them kneel on
the ground and hit their heads against the wall.  Xian Jin-ying’s arm allegedly broke under the
pressure.  On 26 October, a doctor refused to examine her arm because of her Falun Gong
membership.  On 27 October, she was taken to hospital.

248. Liu Juhua, from Tangshan city, Hebei Province, and Yang Xuezhen, were reportedly
arrested in Beijing on 22 September 1999 after resisting a police officer who allegedly attempted
to take Falun Gong books away from them.  They were reportedly taken to Beijing Qinghe
detention centre where they were allegedly interrogated, deprived of sleep, had their arms tied to
their feet behind their backs and to have been burnt with cigarettes on their hands.  They were
reportedly transferred to Kaiping detention centre in Tangshan city. Another practitioner
detained at the same time at the Kaiping detention centre had reportedly been tortured with
electric shock batons and beaten with a large club.

249. Zhang XiaoHong, from Da Lian city, was reportedly arrested on 30 August 1999.  She
was said to have been detained for 15 days in the detention centre in Dalian.  On 9 September,
she reportedly asked the prison authorities for permission to do her exercises but was refused.
On the same evening, she was allegedly chained together with another  Falun Dafa practitioner,
back to back.  They reportedly had to sit on the wooden floor, were prevented from sleeping and
from using the toilet and were deprived of food.  On 10 September, the two practitioners were

*

*

*

*
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reportedly placed in single cuffs which chained their hands to their back and got further
tightened as a result of movement, preventing them from sleeping.  On 14 September, the cuffs
were removed.  They were released the next day.

250. Yin XinQin, from Da Lian city, was reportedly arrested on 30 August 1999 and placed
in the Dalian detention centre.  On 8 September 2000, she was reportedly chained to a fence for a
total of 21 hours.  On 9 September, she was said to have been chained with another practitioner
back to back until the next day.  On 10 September, they were chained separately with their hands
behind their backs until the morning of 14 September, when they were asked to work.  On the
evening of the same day, they were allegedly again chained with their hands on their back.
On 15 September, they were said to have been released.

251. Xin XiuJuan, from Da Lian city, was reportedly arrested on 30 August 1999 and
detained in the Dalian detention centre.  She was allegedly chained to the grill of the window in
the jail room.  On 8 September, she reportedly had rusty iron frames fixed to her feet (a method
of torture known as the “under-earth jail”).  She was then reportedly ordered to walk fast, which
resulted in the iron frames cutting her feet.  She was reportedly kept without food for six days.

252. Zhu Hang, an Associate Professor of the Department of Humanity and Social Sciences
of the Dalian University of Science and Engineering in Dalian city, was reportedly arrested
on 30 August 1999 when she was practising Falun Gong exercises in a park and subsequently
detained in the Dalian Yao Jia detention centre in Nan Guan Ling.  There she was reportedly tied
to the Di Lao device (literally translated as “prison in hell” device) by which her hands and feet
were reportedly chained to a heavy steel frame 20 inches high and 15 inches wide.  She
reportedly went on hunger strike.  After seven days, the authorities reportedly ordered several
guards to force feed her and caused severe injury on her mouth.  They are said to have installed a
pipe to feed liquid to her.  She is believed to have lost consciousness because of the treatment
she was subjected to and was sent to the People’s No. 2 Hospital in Dalian city to recover.  She
was reportedly later sent to a mental hospital by the Chinese authorities for revealing her
experiences in detention.

253. Zhang ChunQing was reportedly arrested on 3 September 2000 with her granddaughter
and was subsequently reportedly detained for 15 days in the Dalian Nanguan Yaojia detention
centre.  On 5 September, she is said to have been insulted and slapped hard on her face and
hands with a ring-binder by the section chief for practising Falun Gong in prison.  She was
allegedly subjected to the Di Lao device.  She was allegedly ordered to walk 200 feet to her cell,
which she could only do one inch at a time and which took over 40 minutes, and not permitted to
have it taken off to use the sanitary facilities.  On 9 September, she was again insulted and
placed in the Di Lao device with three other practitioners. Thirty six other practitioners  were
reportedly handcuffed with self-tightening handcuffs to window rails in the prison hallway.
They are said not to have been allowed to use the toilet or move their legs.  On 10 September,
about 30 practitioners allegedly recited together and were reportedly beaten, inter alia on their
face and mouth, by five or six guards as well as by prisoners wanting to shorten their prison
terms.  In the evening of 10 September, they were reportedly handcuffed in twos, back-to-back,
and were not allowed to move or talk.  In the evening of 11 September, the handcuffs were
removed.  They were said to have caused blisters, swollen hands and scars.

*

*

*

*
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254. Shuzhen Lu, the 71-year-old mother of Hingzhi Li, the founder of the Falun Gong
movement, has reportedly been kept under house arrest in a suburb of Beijing
since 22 July 2000.  She is said to be suffering from a heart problem, which reportedly
has worsened since her house arrest, leading to a diminution of her vision and a swelling of her
legs, restricting her from moving around.  The police reportedly refused to offer her medical
treatment or to provide her with sufficient food and water.

255. Xu Yanzhong, from Jiaozhou city, Shandong Province was reportedly sent
on 25 April 2000 to the mental hospital of Jiaozhou city for practising Falun Gong.  He was said
to have been tied up and forced to take medicine and have injections in the 10 days that
followed.  He allegedly suffered physical and mental mistreatment.  As a result of the injections,
he reportedly suffered weakness all over his body, difficulty in opening his eyes, nervousness
and depression.

256. Kuang Bencui, from Jiaozhou city, Shandong Province, reportedly went to Beijing.
On her way to Tiananmen Square, she was reportedly arrested and sent to the Jiaozhou Liaison
Office in Beijing.  Then, she was sent to the mental hospital of Jiaozhou city.  During her time in
the mental hospital, she was reportedly forced to take medicine and have injections.  When she
refused, two men allegedly seized her arms, pinched her nose and drove a chopstick between her
teeth to force-feed her with medicine.  She was reportedly force-fed three times a day, the dosage
being increased from one tablet at a time to six tablets at a time.

257. Tan Guihua,was reportedly arrested by officers from her work unit and the Politics and
Law Commission in her home on 12 September 1999 and taken to the mental hospital.
There, she was given an injection.  As a result, she reportedly felt faint and sick and her heart
beat accelerated rapidly.  She allegedly lost consciousness.  She received electric shocks on
seven occasions.  After an injection, her periods reportedly stopped, she could not move her eyes
and had slowed-down reactions.  A few days later, another medicine was said to have been
added to the injection.  As a result, Tan Guihua’s body shook violently.  This was said to have
lasted 20 days.  At the time of her release, she reportedly suffered from memory loss, she had
problems speaking, her eyes were dull and her reactions had slowed down.

258. Huang Jinchun, a civil court judge at the Beihai Intermediate People’s Court in southern
Guangxi Autonomous Region was reportedly arrested at his home on 15 November 1999 and
detained at the Long Qianshan mental hospital in the city of Liuzhou, Guangxi Province.  There
he is said to have been prevented from seeing his family for three months and to have been
injected with tranquilizers after he continued to practise Falun Gong meditation at the institution.

259. Wang Fenglan from Yujia village in Shiduitou, Ma Yufeng from Xiaojiajia,
Zhan Keyun, Wang Haohong, from Heya village, and Zhao Jinhua, a resident of Zhaoyuan
city in Shandong Province, were reportedly arrested on 27 September 1999 by the Zhangxing
County police.  They were said to have been detained in the local police station, where they were
allegedly subjected to ill-treatment by police officers for refusing to read a book that denounced
Falun Gong.  On 1 October 1999, while the practitioners were reportedly doing the Falun Gong
exercises, a number of police officers entered the cell and violently kicked and punched them
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and beat them with rubber clubs.  They reportedly struck Wang Fenglan several times with a
club, tied her up with a telephone cord and gave her electric shocks.  As a result, she is said to
have lost consciousness.

260. Liu Jing, a female Falun Gong practitioner from Jiangxi Province, was reportedly
arrested on 22 December 1999 on Tiananmen Square for practising her exercises.  She was
reportedly taken to the Tiananmen Square police station and held until 24 December.  During
that time she is said to have been subjected to a full body search, interrogation and torture by the
police.  She reportedly sustained severe bruising on the back of her legs.

261. Cheng Fengrong and four other practitioners were reportedly arrested for attempting to
audit the trial of four Falun Gong practitioners on 26 December 1999.  They were allegedly
detained in the Nihe detention centre of Shunyi county in Beijing.  Cheng Fengrong was
allegedly forced to stay in a half-squatting position and was punched and kicked whenever she
could not maintain it.  Police officers reportedly poured two basins of cold water on her back and
neck.  The cold water allegedly froze under her feet.  She was further said to have been brutally
beaten by police officers using a broom.

262. Gao Yulan, a female practitioner, was reportedly arrested at her home in Jiangsu
Province at 5 a.m. on 31 December 1999 when she was practising Falun Gong.  A policeman is
said to have pulled her hair, slapped her face, kicked her and pushed her head under water.  She
was reportedly detained for 16 days.

263. Chen Lingmei was reportedly arrested on Tiananmen Square on 19 November 1999, and
taken to the police station of Zhuozhou city, Hebei Province, where she was reportedly beaten
during interrogation.  She was allegedly subsequently sent to a training centre with three other
practitioners, Zang Cuiqing, Chang Hengchun, and Xing Junhua Zang, to be “re-educated”.
There, they were reportedly subjected for several hours to electric shocks all over their bodies
and to kicks and blows to their faces with a one-foot long wooden stick for refusing to write
statements promising to renounce Falun Gong.

264. Bai Lili was reportedly arrested and sent to Dongcheng detention centre in Beijing
on 25 October 1999.  Police officers reportedly stripped her of her clothes.  They are said to have
pulled her arms and hair in order to confiscate books.  The next day, they reportedly tied up her
feet and arms and pushed her to the ground.

265. Wang Wei, Hu Shuzhi and Ning Guiying, three practitioners and contact persons from
Anshan in Liaoning Province, were reportedly arrested at their homes on 24 September 1999 and
detained in the Yuemingshan detention centre in Anshan city, Liaoning Province.  They are said
to have been hung to a heating pipe and to have been beaten for a whole night for declaring they
would continue to practise Falun Dafa.

266. Chen Yajun, a woman from Ulumuqi, Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region,
and 15 other practitioners, from Jilin and Shaanxi Provinces, were reportedly arrested in an
apartment in Beijing on 19 September 1999.  They are said to have been detained by the
ChaoYang branch of Beijing Public Security Bureau in the early morning of 20 September.
Chen Yajun is said to have been handcuffed behind her back until 24 September.  She was
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reportedly forced to stand for 13 to 14 hours without any place to lean on and without access
to toilet facilities.  A prison official is said to have verbally and physically abused her.
On 25 September, three policemen reportedly forced her to lie on the ground, tore her mouth
open and inserted pipes from her nose into her stomach to force-feed her.

267. Huang Xiuling  was reportedly arrested by policemen and taken to Tiananmen police
station on 9 September 1999 and was allegedly transferred to Majuqiao police station and then to
Qiaozhuang detention centre.  An officer is said to have ordered prisoners to beat her in order to
force her to hand in her books.  The prisoners subsequently reportedly pulled her arms and legs,
punched and kicked her and stripped her of her clothes.  The next day, she was reportedly
shocked with an electric club for practising Falun Gong.  She was reportedly subsequently
placed in handcuffs and shackles, and dragged to each cell, where she is said to have been
shocked with an electric club as a warning to other prisoners.

268. Sixty detained practitioners, who had allegedly begun a hunger strike
on 7 September 1999 which continued for about nine days, amongst them two women
practitioners, Zhang Xihong and Jin Gang, were reportedly interrogated for between two and
three hours every day, insulted and beaten by police officers in Qiliqu detention centre in
Changping county, Beijing.  On 10 September, a police officer reportedly forced them to stand
under the burning sun for three hours.  Zhang Xihong reportedly had been on strike for 10 days
and was said to have been kept in chains locking her hands and feet together, so that her head
almost touched the ground when she walked.  About nine other practitioners were reportedly
handcuffed for practising or being suspected of practising Falun Gong exercises in the detention
centre.  A number of policemen of the Pre-trial Department reportedly tortured the prisoners,
using belts, iron wires and screwdrivers.  They allegedly forced practitioners to bow 90 degrees
with their hands elevated over their heads, until they were close to losing consciousness.
Jin Gang was reportedly twice severely beaten on the seventh day of her hunger strike.

269. Wang Yan was reportedly arrested by the police in Shanhaiguan city on 22 July 1999.
The next day, she was said to have been transferred to Jinzhou and finally detained in the Fuzhen
police station in Liaoyuan city in Jilin Province.  She was reportedly beaten and insulted for
refusing to sign a statement promising to give up Falun Gong.

270. Gu Zhiyou from Chongqing Tax School, Sichuan Province, was reportedly arrested
on 19 July 1999. In the jail, she is said to have been subjected to 24 types of ill-treatment,
including the “tiger stool” (where the thighs are reportedly tied to a bench and the legs are bent
into the opposite direction by adding bricks under the heels), piercing through fingers with sharp
bamboo sticks, electric chair, and electric shocks to the head and anus.

271. Zhang Xuefeng and other practitioners, amongst them Liu Xirong and Li Juhua were
reportedly arrested by two officials from Daqinjia town government, in Xiaozhuanshan village
on 1 January 2000.  They were said to have been beaten with sticks and clubs in the village
office, and further at the county office.

272. More than 300 Falun Gong practitioners, amongst them a woman whose surname
was Xu, were reportedly detained in Balibao prison in Changchun city, Jilin Province,
before 1 October 1999, for refusing to write so-called “confessing statements”.  They are said to
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have been subjected to ill-treatment, such as being burnt by cigarettes and being beaten with big
clubs to the extent that the clubs broke during the beating.  Xu was reportedly handcuffed, hung
up by a rope and beaten, which caused extensive injuries to her back.

273. Jimmy Zhimin Zou, a United States citizen was reportedly arrested
on 1 December 1999 on Tiananmen Square in Beijing for being a Falun Gong practitioner and
detained at Tiananmen Square police substation.  There he was reportedly punched on his eyes,
shoulder and arms and had his legs kicked by three police officers.  He was said to have been
subsequently handcuffed forcefully and to have been given electro-shocks to the waist with a
stun baton.  He was then reportedly sent to the Anhui Agency in Beijing, where he was
reportedly detained in a room with about 30 other Falun Gong practitioners , where he was
allegedly body-searched, and punched in the face, chest and stomach area by two police officers.
One officer reportedly struck his feet with a baton.  On the fourth day, he and two other
practitioners were reportedly dragged out of their cell by seven officers for practising
Falun Gong exercises.  They were said to have been beaten and forced to stand facing the wall
with their knees bent.

274. Fourteen students of Tsinghua University in Beijing were reportedly arrested by the
police when they were attending a Falun Gong conference on the campus on 21 October 1999.
They were said to have been handcuffed, beaten up and tortured.

275. Hang Jizhen, from Nanjing, Jiangsu Province, reportedly went to Beijing
on 23 December 1999 to appeal to the central Government against the ban on the Falun Gong.
In Tiananmen Square, she was reportedly arrested and beaten.  Police officers are said to have
escorted her back to Nanjing and to have detained her in Nanjing mental hospital (“Nanjing
Hospital for Brain Diseases”).  She was reportedly given injections and pills, which are said to
have caused her to feel sick and extremely weak.

276. Ding Jianhua, the head of the Department of Health Care of the Public Security Bureau
of Jiangsu Province, was reportedly sent to the Nanjing Brain Hospital on 3 October 1999 for
refusing to give up her belief in Falun Gong.  There she was said to have been subjected to
forced treatments which reportedly slowed her reactions and blurred her eyesight.

277. More than 20 practitioners, among them teachers from the Laiyang School of
Medicine, teachers from Laiyang Higher Education through Broadcasting and TV, doctors from
the Laiyang central hospital, and a practitioner from Qingdao city, are said to be detained at the
Yantai Mental Recovering Centre, located in Laiyang city in Shandong Province as of the end of
February 2000.  They were reportedly forced to take medicines and given injections.  They were
further said to have been required to pay expensive medical fees.

278. Bai Lili, Xu Wei (aged 4), Wang Youqun and Wang Shuge, four females, and
Yu Tian (aged 5), Zhao Qun, Li Hongshen, Luo Lijuan, Fei Menlin, Ju Linyan and
other Falun Gong practitioners reportedly gathered at Tiananmen Square in Beijing
on 4 February 2000 to appeal to the Chinese central authorities in relation to the ban on
Falun Gong.  Lili Bai and Wang Shuge, who were holding up flags with the Falun Gong emblem
were reportedly pushed to the ground and brutally beaten, especially on the face, by police
officers attempting to seize the flags.  They were reportedly subsequently arrested.  Practitioners
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holding banners were allegedly beaten by plain-clothes agents and uniformed police officers and
taken to the Tiananmen Square police station. A family, including a 5 year old child, Yu Tian,
were arrested.  The practitioners from Linyi, Shandong Province, Zhao Qun, Xu Wei, and
Li Hongshen were reportedly beaten to the ground by six police officers and were subsequently
taken to a police van. More than 100 practitioners who are said to have practised meditation
sitting in the north-eastern corner of the square were reportedly frantically beaten.  Women
practitioners were allegedly dragged to police vans by their hair. Dai, a practitioner from
Australia, was said to have been kicked in the back three times by a police officer and then
arrested. Zhen, a practitioner from Linyi district of Shandong Province, was reportedly severely
beaten and had blood on his face.

279. Liu Wenjie, Wang Hongbin, Zhang Zhaodong, and three women, Li Qun,
Qu Xiuhua and Liu Shuziang, were amongst thousands of practitioners who reportedly
petitioned the Governmental Appeal Bureau in Dalian city, Liaoning Province on 20 July 1999.
Policemen reportedly started beating them, in particular young male practitioners.  Li Qun was
reportedly dragged by her hair and arrested along with nine other practitioners .  In the police
station, many practitioners were said to have been beaten.

280. Six Falun Gong practitioners who had reportedly been arrested for appealing to the
central authorities in mid-1999 were reportedly paraded in the streets of Liqiaoxi village,
Guangrao county, in Shangdong Province in order to dissuade other Falun Gong practitioners
from going to Beijing.  The so-called “parade” was reportedly led by five police cars and
followed by a police truck hung with anti-Falun Gong banners.  The practitioners, who were
reportedly forced to wear large paper hats and only thin clothing in the cold temperature,
allegedly stood on both sides of the truck.

281. Fifteen Falun Gong practitioners who had gone to Beijing to appeal for Falun Gong
were reportedly forcibly marched barefoot through the crowded streets of Pengjia town in
Shuangliu county, Sichuan Province, by the local police on 8 January 2000.

282. Zhao Xin, a lecturer of Beijing Industry and Commerce University, who was reportedly
arrested on 19 June 2000 by police officers of the Haidian police substation when she practised
Falun Gong exercises in the park.  Several days later, her family is said to have received a
“critically ill” notice about their daughter, detailing that the fourth, fifth and sixth vertebrae in
her neck were fractured, that she had minor injuries to her head, that her left eye was bruised and
swollen and that she had problems breathing.  She was reportedly transferred to Haidian hospital
in shackles and handcuffs.  In hospital, she is said to be fed intravenously and to be supported on
a respirator.

283. Cheng Zhong was reportedly approached in Menghe town of Wujin city,
Jiangsu Province by a group of policemen and members of the Department of Civic Affairs
on 25 September 1999 and taken to the “Centre for Mental Diseases”, Hospital No. 102 in
Changzhou.  He was reportedly threatened.  On 28 September,  he was reportedly taken by
police officers to a mental hospital, the Third Hospital of Wujin city, where he was reportedly
forcibly medicated and subjected to electric shocks five times by doctors or policemen.  He was
forcibly given medication for more than 10 days.
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284. Han Ji-zhen, from Nan-jing City, reportedly went to Beijing to appeal to the authorities
on 23 December 1999.  She was said to have been arrested upon arrival by a police officer, who
reportedly severely beat her.  She was forcefully admitted to a mental hospital, the Nan-jing
Brain Hospital, where she was said to have been forced to take injections and medication which
reportedly made her feel nauseous and weak.

285. The following cases of deaths in custody of Falun Gong practitioners have been
transmitted by the Special Rapporteur to the Government.

286. Gao Xianming, from Guangzhou in Guangdong Province, was reportedly arrested in
Tianhe park in Guangzhou city on 31 December 1999.  He was allegedly subsequently
transferred to the Tangxia detention centre in Tianhe district.  He reportedly died in police
custody on 17 January 2000 as a result of having been force-fed with highly salted water while
he was tied up and had his nose covered with a wet towel.

287. Liu Xuguo was reportedly arrested in October 1999 for protesting against the ban on
Falun Gong.  He was said to have been sentenced to three years of “re-education through labour”
and sent in early February 2000 to a labour camp in Jining, Shandong Province.  He is said to
have started a hunger strike before 5 February and to have been taken to a hospital the following
week, where he was reportedly brutally force-fed through a tube which severely injured his wind
pipe and led to a lung infection, which is said to have caused his death in the labour camp
on 11 February 2000.

288. Wang Xiuying, from Daowai district of Harbin city, reportedly went to Beijing
on 12 May 2000 with another practitioner.  She was reportedly arrested on 13 May 2000, and
detained in the Jiaomen detention centre of Chongwen district in Beijing.  While in detention,
she made several requests to the detention centre to allow practitioners to continue practising
Falun Gong and to unconditionally release all detained practitioners.  They are said to have
subsequently started a hunger strike.  The guards ordered that these practitioners be forced-fed
with high-density salt water.  Wang Xiuying was reportedly forced-fed six times, five times with
high-density salt water which caused severe dehydration and loss of consciousness.  After
delayed emergency treatment, she reportedly died in the evening of 22 May 2000.

289. Chen Zixiu, from Beiguan Xujia Xiaozhuang, Weicheng district, Weifang city was
reportedly arrested at Weifang railway station on her way to Beijing to make an appeal to the
authorities, taken to Chenguan Sub-district Office in Weicheng city and detained there for forced
“re-education” purposes.  In the morning of 21 February 2000, her body was reportedly
transferred to the municipal hospital.  Her body reportedly showed the following injuries:  her
mouth was reportedly bloody, her teeth were broken, she had a distended abdomen, her legs were
swollen and covered in black and blue bruises from the hip down.

290. Chen Ying, from Jiamusi city, Heilongjiang Province was reportedly arrested at the
beginning of August 1999.  She was said to have been sent back to Heilongjiang Province under
police escort.  On the trip from Beijing to Heilongjiang Province, she was reportedly subjected to
insults, beating and threats by the police.  As a result, she is believed to have jumped out of the
moving train and died.
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298. The Special Rapporteur also transmitted information, according to which a campaign
against the unregistered church in Guangdong Province, in south-eastern China, had been
initiated in October 1999, which is said to be typified by arrests, beatings, detention, forced
labour, raids, confiscation of property and heavy fines.  The campaign has allegedly primarily
focused on Pastor Li Dexian, who is said to have been arrested 15 times between October 1999
and May 2000.  In May, he was reportedly tortured and held in chains with his wrists tied to his
ankles for five days, causing severe pain.

299. The Special Rapporteur received information on the following death in custody.
Zhao Dong, from Jixi city in Heilongjiang Province, who had been accompanied by police
officers, reportedly died from his injuries after jumping from a moving train.  He had reportedly
been tortured by police and was in handcuffs at the time of the fall.

300. Finally the Special Rapporteur reminded the Government of a number of cases
transmitted in 1998 and 1999 regarding which no reply had been received.

Urgent appeals and replies received

301. On 12 May 2000, the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent appeal on behalf of Xu Wenli,
who was reportedly in need of urgent medical attention.  He had reportedly been detained
on 30 November 1998 and sentenced on 21 December 1998 to 13 years’ imprisonment.  He
was reportedly detained at Beijing Yangqingxian Labour Camp.  The Chinese authorities are
reportedly denying him medication obtained by his wife for hepatitis.

302. By letter dated 21 November 2000, the Government replied that Xu Wenli had conspired
to establish an illegal organization in an attempt to subvert the State power and had received
financial aid from foreign organizations.  On 21 December 1998, the First Intermediate People’s
Court of Beijing found him guilty of crimes of subversion, and punished him to 13 years’
imprisonment and three years’ deprivation of political rights.  Upon being questioned by his
lawyer, he indicated that he would not appeal the sentence. The hearing was attended, upon the
showing of their identity cards, by his wife and 22 other people.  When the indictment was read
to him, he stated that he would not accept a court-appointed lawyer.  The court appointed a
lawyer to defend him at the first hearing.  After meeting him, Xu Wenli accepted him as his
defence counsel.  His trial by the judicial department was conducted in strict accordance with
legal procedure, and the trial was open, just, lawful and punishment was meted out on a strict
legal basis for his criminal activities in violation of Chinese law.  Since having been diagnosed
as a hepatitis B virus carrier, he has been taking medication as directed by his physician.  An
examination conducted at the prison in August 2000 indicated that his condition was back to
normal.  He said that he was feeling very well.  He has never suffered from hepatitis A.
Article 54 of the Prison Law provides for medical services for detainees.  Medical care for
detainees should be included in sanitation and epidemic prevention plans of the area in which the
prisons are located.  All prisons have their own medical services for the treatment of sick
convicts.  There is a general hospital under the prison administration of every province,
autonomous region and municipality directly under the central Government.  Convicts suffering
from serious diseases which are difficult for prison hospitals to manage are sent to prison general
hospitals or better-equipped local hospitals, or are released on bail for medical treatment.

*
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315. Concerning Chen Jinchang, Wen Shaorong and Yao Zekun, the Government confirmed
that there had been a miscarriage of justice.  On 17 February 1998 the Yunnan Provincial Higher
People’s Court pronounced them and another person not guilty.  They were released and
awarded compensation of 100,000 yuan renminbi.  The Government confirmed that more
than 10 policemen and prosecutors were disciplined.

316. Concerning Fan Zhen, she is allowed 15 to 20 minutes exercise every hour.  An inquiry
has confirmed that Fan Zhen herself states that she has not been subjected to any torture.

317. Concerning Abdul Helil, the Government indicated that he is now serving his sentence in
the Yili Prefecture detention centre.  No evidence of extortion of his confession by torture during
his detention has been found.

318. Concerning Zhou Guiyi, he hanged himself the night stolen items from the
Xinzhou county post office, Hubei Province, were found at his place.  Concerning Xiao Beizhou,
he was released on bail on 4 January 1998 by the Xinzhou County Procuratorate of Hubei
Province.  On 8 January, he tried to hang himself at home and was immediately transferred to
hospital for emergency care, but he died on 13 January due to prolonged lack of blood and
oxygen in his brain and some complications.  Concerning Yu Li, he was arrested on
26 February 1998 by officers of Xinzhou county.  He injured himself during his arrest and was
immediately transferred to hospital, but he died on 23 May in the Xinzhou County People’s
Hospital.

319. Concerning Liu Dongjie, the Government indicated that he had been arrested
on 12 August 1998 and had confessed in writing that he had taken a bribe.  The following day,
he escaped and arrived at Peijia Village, Jiutai Municipality, Jilin Province.  He later doused
himself with two buckets of petrol and burnt himself to death.  It has been confirmed by the
investigation by the Military Prosecutor’s Office of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army that
the allegations that he had been tortured contained in the letter referred to in the communication
transmitted by the Special Rapporteur are groundless.

320. Concerning Cheng Meiying, the allegations of torture are groundless.

321. Concerning Zhao Jinhua, a Falun Gong practioner, the Government indicated that she
had refused to go to hospital for treatment although she had been suffering from heart disease for
a long time.  Nevertheless, on 7 October 1999, she fainted and was immediately taken to
hospital.  She was subsequently transferred to Zhaoyuang municipal hospital for intensive care,
but died on the way.  The autopsy confirmed that she died of heart failure caused by acute
myocardial infraction.  The allegations of torture are groundless.

322. Concerning Yu Hanxin , he was arrested in August 1999.  On 23 December 1999, the
People’s Procuratorate of Yueyanglou district, after examination of the case, decided to
countermand his arrest and the police released him without delay.  An inquiry has revealed that
the local police did not torture him during interrogation.
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323. Concerning Bazu, whose Buddhist name is Ngawang Kyonmed, he was detained
on 17 December 1998.  On 10 March 1999, proceedings were instituted against him and
on 6 January 2000 the Lhasa Municipal Intermediate People’s Court sentenced him to three
years’ imprisonment on the charge of incitement to split the State.  He is currently serving his
sentence and is in normal physical condition.

324. Concerning Samdrul, whose Buddhist name is Chilai Qudan, he was detained
on 19 June 1998 and arrested on 17 December 1998.  On 10 March 1999, proceedings were
instituted against him and on 6 January 2000 the Lhasa Municipal Intermediate People’s Court
sentenced him to four years’ imprisonment on the charge of incitement to split the State.  He is
currently serving his sentence and is in normal physical condition.

325. Concerning Norbu, whose Buddhist name was Liexie Danqu, he was arrested
on 5 May 1995 on suspicion of protecting criminals.  On 22 November 1995, the Lhasa
Municipal Intermediate People’s Court sentenced him to one year’s imprisonment.  In
February 1996, he was released after serving his sentence.  He died in his home town in 1998.
The Government indicated that an inquiry had confirmed that he had not been tortured while in
detention.

326. Concerning Tashi Tsering, he was arrested on 26 August 1999 in flagrante delicto while
trying to ignite some explosives in Potala Square in Lhasa.  He candidly confessed to the crime.
During his detention, he attempted to kill himself on several occasions.  On 15 October, his
arrest was approved by the Lhasa Municipal People’s Procuratorate.  On 10 February 2000, he
committed suicide to escape punishment by severing his veins with a sharp instrument.  An
inquiry confirmed that he had not previously been tortured.

327. Concerning Li Juhua, Zhou Zhi, Yang Junhua and Zhang Xiaohong, the Government
indicated that it was not able to determine their whereabouts.

328. Finally, the Government indicated that it had consistently prohibited torture and other
forms of ill-treatment and had adopted various effective measures to prevent and to punish such
acts.  It stressed that the People’s Republic of China was one of the earliest States parties to the
Convention against Torture and Other Forms of Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment, and has conscientiously fulfilled its obligations.  Article 246 of the Criminal Law
provides that any judicial functionary who extorts confessions from criminal suspects or
defendants or extorts testimony from witnesses by violence shall be sentenced to fixed-term
imprisonment of not more than three years, or to criminal detention.  If their victims are injured,
maimed or killed, they shall be punished with due severity.  Article 248 provides that if
supervisors in prisons, detention centres and other places of detention subject the inmates to
beatings, other forms of corporal punishment or ill-treatment, they shall, in serious cases, be
sentenced to fixed-term imprisonment of not more than three years, or criminal detention; if the
circumstances are especially serious, they shall be sentenced to fixed-term imprisonment of not
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less than three years and not more than 10 years.  Article 22 of the People’s Police Law provides
that police officers are forbidden to extort confessions or to subject prisoners to corporal
punishment or ill-treatment.  They are not allowed to beat prisoners or instigate others to do so.
Police officers who commit such acts shall be subject to administrative sanctions.  If the acts
constitute crimes, the perpetrators’ criminal responsibility shall be investigated according to the
law.  There are similar specific provisions concerning prison officials in the Prison Law.  Finally,
the Government stated that victims are completely free to appeal, in accordance with legal
procedures.

Observations

329. The Special Rapporteur appreciates the responses of the Government and is encouraged
by the reference to a specific case of law enforcement officials being found guilty of extorting
confessions.  Nevertheless, he regrets that the Government has not been in a position to consider
that its invitation to the Special Rapporteur to make a “friendly visit” to China (that was to take
place in May 2000) amounted to an acceptance of the Special Rapporteur’s request for a standard
fact-finding visit. He has sought to pursue contacts with the Permanent Mission of China to the
United Nations at Geneva, with a  view to finding a solution that would take account of the
Government’s concerns, while remaining consistent with the Special Rapporteur’s belief that his
standard methodology is important to his work and that he should not discriminate between
countries.

330. Meanwhile, he notes that the Committee against Torture, in its review of China’s third
periodic report under the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment in May 2000, expressed its concern about “the continuing allegations
of serious incidents of torture, especially involving Tibetans and other national minorities”
(A/55/44, para. 116).  The Special Rapporteur shares that concern and, in the light of the above
allegations, considers that the same concern must also extend to adherents of Qi Gong groups,
such as Falun Gong and Falun Dafa.

331. Among the important recommendations of the Committee against Torture, he believes
the following should be highlighted:

That a definition of torture that fully complies with the definition contained in the
Convention be incorporated in domestic law (ibid., para. 123);

That consideration be given to abolishing the requirement of applying for
permission before a suspect can have access for any reason to a lawyer whilst in
custody (ibid., para. 126) and to abolishing all forms of administrative detention,
in accordance with the relevant international standards (ibid., para. 127); and

That the prompt, thorough, effective and impartial investigation of all allegations of
torture be ensured (ibid., para. 128).
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China

290. By letter dated 2 September 2002, the Special Rapporteur advised the 
Government that he had received information on the following individual cases.

291. Li Wangyang, a veteran labour activist in Shaoyang, Hunan province, was 
reportedly sentenced on 20 September 2001 to ten years' imprisonment on charges of 
“incitement to subvert State power”, after he allegedly went on hunger strike, 
demanding compensation for ill- treatment to which he had allegedly been subjected in 
the past. It was believed that he was seriously ill with heart problems and goitre.

292. Xu Jian, a lawyer from Baotou City, Inner Mongolia, was reportedly arrested 
in December 1999 and sentenced to four years’ imprisonment by Baotou City 
Intermediate People’s Court on 18 July 2000 for “incitement to overthrow State 
power”. He was allegedly held in Area Two of Chifeng Prison, Inner Mongolia, and 
that he was believed to suffer from hepatitis. His condition was said to have 
deteriorated to a critical level. 

293. By the same letter, the Special Rapporteur advised the Government that he 
had continued to receive information on the following individual cases of Falun Gong 
practitioners.

294. Hélène Petit, a French woman, was reportedly assaulted by police officers on 
20 November 2001 in Tienanmen Square, Beijing, where she was alleged to have 
gathered with other foreigners to peacefully protest the alleged persecution of Falun 
Gong practitioners. Reportedly, she was grabbed by the arms by two police officers 
and taken away in a police van. It was reported that she was forcibly put into the van 
and that her legs hit the door many times as a result of which she allegedly sustained 
bruises on her legs. In the police van a police officer reportedly squeezed her neck 
against the hedge of the seat and cut it with the strap of her handbag, strangling her 
and preventing her from moving. At the police station she was reportedly pushed 
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down the stairs and a policeman is thought to have tried to force his hands into her 
genitals.

295. He Zhihong (f) was reportedly arrested on 3 July 2001 by the Sa District 
Police, Daqing City, and taken to the Fuqiang Police Station, Daqing City, where she 
was allegedly beaten and kicked by police officers. As a result, she reportedly 
sustained bruises on her face and arms. On 4 July 2001 she was reportedly transferred 
to the Daqing Detention Centre, where it was alleged that she was chained to an iron 
chair and prevented from sleeping for six consecutive days by officers from Daqing 
Police Station and the Sa District Police Station. As she reportedly went on hunger 
strike to protest this treatment, she was allegedly force-fed. Despite her poor 
condition, she was reportedly sent to perform forced labour in the Harbin City Drug 
Rehabilitation Centre, Harbin City, Heilongjiang Province. In October 2001 she 
reportedly went again on hunger strike and was allegedly forced-fed.

296. Tang Zengye (f) was reportedly arrested on 3 July 2001 for practising Falun 
Gong and transferred to Daqing Detention Centre, where she was alleged to have been 
beaten and kicked. She was reported to have been handcuffed and hung up for one 
day and later handcuffed to an iron chair for four consecutive days. It was also 
reported that she went on hunger strike to protest this treatment and that she was 
eventually force-fed. On 10 July 2001 a doctor allegedly inserted a force-feeding tube 
into her nose approximately 20 times and on 12 July 2001 she was reportedly force-
fed and dragged on the floor. An unknown substance was reportedly injected into her 
by force and as a result she is believed to have become extremely weak. instead of 
being transferred to a hospital, she was reportedly sent to the provincial drug 
rehabilitation centre in Harbin City. 

297. Chen Yutao was reportedly taken to Huanxiling Labour Camp on 25 
September 2001, after having been detained for nine months in both the Detention 
Centres No. 3 and No. 1 in Jilin City and sentenced to two years of forced labour. 
Reportedly, upon his arrival at the labour camp, he was beaten with electric batons for 
three hours by guards led by a policeman. Other inmates are believed to have been 
instigated to beat him and to deprive him of food. 

298. Wang Zhaohui, a Falun Gong practitioner, was reportedly arrested, detained 
and beaten on 8 August 2001 at the Chuanying Branch of the Jilin City Police Bureau
and sent to Yongji County Detention Centre two days later. It was reported that he 
was beaten again in the Detention Centre and that he went on hunger strike to protest 
both the detention and the treatment to which he was subjected. On 24 August 2001 
he was reportedly sentenced to three years of forced labour and sent to Huanxiling 
Labour Camp, where he was allegedly handcuffed and beaten by the guards. A 
policeman was said to have stepped on his shoulder for a long time. As a result, he 
was allegedly unable to lift his arms for a fortnight. He was reported to have been kept 
in Unit No. 3 where the other inmates were allegedly instigated by the guards to 
attack him. 

299. Chen Aizhong, a Falun Gong practitioner, was reportedly sentenced to three 
years of forced labour on 12 September 2001 and sent to Tanghsan No. 1 Labour 
Camp in Hebei Province, where he reportedly died on 20 September 2001. It was 
alleged that when her sister saw her body in the mortuary, she observed bruises all 
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over the corpse. Their younger brother Chan Aili, a Falun Gong practitioner as well, 
was reportedly detained in Tangshan City Jidong Prison. On 8 January 2002 he was 
said to have been seen by somebody who indicated that his weight had considerably 
gone down and that he showed several signs of dementia. 

300. Ming Zhao, a Falun Gong practitioner studying in Ireland, was reportedly 
arrested on 1 May 2000 in Beijing and sent to Turn He Labour Camp, Beijing. He was 
believed to have been kept in custody for 22 months without having been charged. It 
was reported that in the labour camp he went on a hunger strike but was violently 
force-fed. During his first month of detention at the labour camp, he was reportedly 
beaten, in particular on the head, and kicked on the legs while he was tied to a chair.
He was believed to have been deprived of sleep and to have been forced to remain in 
uncomfortable postures known as the “military squatting” and the “driving plane” 
(sticking the back and arms to the wall with the face towards the ground). Two weeks 
before being released, he was allegedly tightly tied on a wood bed board by five 
policemen and subjected to electric shocks. He was reportedly released on 12 March 
2002.

301.    Thousands of Falun Gong practitioners are reportedly detained in Wanjia
Labour Camp , Harbin City, Heilongjiang Province. They are allegedly forced to work 
long hours, violently force-fed when on hunger strike to protest against their detention 
or the conditions of their detention, or not given enough food, injected with 
debilitating drugs and subjected to sleep deprivation or forced to sleep on wet weed 
mats or on the ground. Despite the fact that winter temperatures are said to range 
between -10° C and -20° C at night, detainees were reported to wear thin clothing and 
guards allegedly left the doors and windows open. It was reported that virtually all the 
practitioners have scabies all over their bodies and some have developed cankers. 
They were said to be often held in solitary confinement in approximately two square 
metres cells for long periods, during which they were allegedly beaten and not 
allowed to have visits, to talk, to take baths or to wash their clothes. The Special 
Rapporteur had also received information according to which some detainees had 
been tied to an iron chair for extended periods, raped, subjected to electric shocks and 
beaten.

302. In particular, the Special Rapporteur had received information on the 
following individual cases.

303. Zhang Yulan (f) was reportedly sent to the Wanjia Labour Camp in October 
1999, where she was alleged to have died on 15 June 2001. Her family was reportedly 
not allowed to see her corpse until 23 June 2001. It was reported that her body 
sustained deep rope marks on her neck.

304. Li Xiuqin (f), detained at Wanjia Labour Camp since 26 December 1999, 
started a hunger strike on 2 April 2001 to protest the treatment to which she was 
allegedly subjected in the camp. She was believed to have been force-fed 16 times 
during her 25 days of strike and to have been given rotten milk. It was reported that 
she was grabbed by the hair, slapped and kicked on several occasions by the chief of 
the Wanjia Labour Camp Hospital. Reportedly, on 18 June 2001 she was isolated into 
a small cell where her hands were cuffed behind her back and pulled up until her toes 
were off the ground by a guard. While in this posture, she was allegedly beaten. She 
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was reported to have died after about 40 consecutive hours of hanging. Her body was 
believed to have been cremated by the police before notifying her relatives of her 
death. The family was allegedly sent an urn containing her ashes.

305. Shao Ying (f) was reportedly sent to Wanjia Labour Camp in 2000. On 3 
April 2001 she allegedly went on hunger strike to protest her detention, which she 
claimed to be illegal, and the treatment to which she was believed to have been 
subjected while in custody. It was reported that she was beaten, in particular on the 
head and chest, and kicked by the Chief of the Wanjia Labour Camp Hospital. 
Another doctor reportedly inserted a tube into her stomach and then pulled it out four 
consecutive times. She is believed to have died on 20 June 2001 after a guard 
allegedly hung her in the air for approximately 40 hours. 

306. He Miao (f) and Deng Weiguo were reportedly arrested in July 2001 by 
officers from Harbin City Police Department. Deng Weiguo reportedly died after 
having been thrown out of a window from the 12th floor of the Police Department 
building. He Miao was allegedly transferred to Wanjia Labour Camp where she was 
believed to have gone on hunger strike to protest her detention. She was allegedly 
beaten by guards and subsequently taken into solitary confinement. She was believed 
to have been force-fed with tubes by a doctor helped by some guards on 29 October 
2001. She was reportedly grabbed by the hair, and repeatedly punched, slapped and 
kicked. She was said to have been force-fed and beaten again on 1 November 2001. It 
was alleged that on the 30th day of her hunger strike, on 20 November 2001, she was 
dragged into a guard’s office, handcuffed to a heater pipe, punched, kicked and 
slapped by a guard and another detainee. 

307. Gao Shuyan (f), a detainee at Wanjia Labour Camp, was reportedly put in 
solitary confinement on 2 April 2001 and beaten by a guard. As a result, the following 
day she allegedly went on huger strike in protest. On 6 April 2001 she was reportedly 
force-fed. It was reported that on 16 April 2001 she was sent to the camp hospital 
where she was allegedly forcibly given an injection. 

308. Guo Minxsia (f) had reportedly gone on hunger strike several times to protest 
her detention, which she claimed was illegal. It was reported that she was beaten by 
the guards and other prisoners. On 24 October 2001 she was allegedly slapped twice 
by the chief of the Wanjia Labour Camp Hospital. She was reported to have been
forcibly given an injection and taken into solitary confinement. On 7 November 2001 
doctors from the camp allegedly pulled out her hair. She was believed to have been 
force-fed for over 50 days and to have vomited blood on the fortieth day. On 6 
December 2001 she was sent again to the Wanjia Labour Camp Hospital along with 
four other Falun Gong practitioners on hunger strike, Hao Xiuzhi, Ding Yanhong,
He Miao, and Shang Yuxia. It was reported that they were all force-fed, hit and 
kicked by the medical staff.

309. Guo Hongyu (f) was reportedly confined to an iron chair on 4 May 2001. 
Several guards, the Chief of the Wanjia Labour Camp Hospital, and the leader of team 
No.12 were reported to have forced a tube into her nose. As a result, her nasal cavity 
and oesophagus were damaged and she started bleeding. She was then reportedly kept 
restrained to an iron chair.
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310. Tan Guizhen (f) was reportedly sent to a small cell and tied to an iron chair 
on 1 May 2001. She was reported to have gone on hunger strike to protest the 
treatment to which she was subjected. On 4 May 2001 she was reportedly force-fed by 
a guard who allegedly pulled up and down the force-feeding tube allegedly with a 
view to hurting her.

311. Hao Xiuzhi (f) reportedly went on hunger strike in October 2001 to protest 
her detention, which she claimed was illegal. She was alleged to have been force-fed
and forcibly injected on her ninth day of strike. She was believed to have been 
grabbed by the hair, pinched and beaten by the guards and nurses. 

312. Shang Yuqiu (f) reportedly went on hunger strike on 20 October 2001 to 
protest her detention, which she claimed was illegal. On 20 November 2001 she was 
reportedly grabbed by the hair and her head was hit against a wall by a doctor after 
she refused to be force-fed. She was believed to have been beaten by two male 
doctors until her face was bleeding.

313. Wu Jiyang (f) reportedly went on hunger strike on 24 January 2001 to protest 
her detention and the treatment to which she was subjected. As a result, she was 
reported to have been tied to the top of a cell door and hung by her wrists. It was 
alleged that she had difficulty breathing and that she fainted. On her sixth day of 
hunger strike, she was reportedly force-fed and tied to an iron chair.

314. Liu, Li Pan, Liu Fengzhen, Xie Jinxian, Yang Huiling, Song Yusu, Wu
Shulian, Cao Liandi, Wu Xinru and X Shurong, and approximately 60 other female 
detainees were reportedly taken to male units on 24 May 2001 by order of the director 
of the labour camp. The women were allegedly hung up, beaten, subjected to electric 
shocks, forced to stand 24 hours a day or to remain in uncomfortable postures for 
extended periods, deprived of sleep and not allowed to take showers or change 
clothes. Several women were believed to have been raped by inmates and guards. 
Reportedly, Song Yusu was put into a water tank; Wu Shulian was drenched and 
subjected to electric shocks; Cao Liandi was hung up until she lost consciousness; Xie 
Jinxian, Wu Xinru and X Shurong were hung up, beaten with batons and sub jected to 
electric shocks; Yang Huiling was hung up and her arm was dislocated; and Liu 
Fengzhen and Xie Jinxian were sent back to the female units where they were tied up 
and hung for five to six days, and beaten by the head of the female unit No.12.

315. Liu Dongyun (f) was reportedly grabbed by the hair by a chief, pushed to the 
ground, beaten and kicked on 24 January 2001. It was alleged that she was 
subsequently grabbed by the hair and dragged into a solitary cell. She reportedly went 
on  hunger strike for 30 days to protest this treatment. She was reportedly released on 
10 May 2001. 

316. Lei Chuanqing (f) was reportedly beaten by male police guards allegedly for 
refusing to stop practising Falun Gong. She was believed to have sustained bruises all 
over her body and to have had difficulty moving for one month. On 18 June 2001 she 
was reportedly beaten approximately 40 times by two section chiefs and forced to take 
off her pants in front of them. 
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317. Wang Guihua (f) was reportedly sentenced to one year of forced labour in 
Wanjia Labour Camp on 21 January 2001, after she allegedly went to Beijing in 
December 2001 to appeal to the Government to stop the persecution of Falun Gong 
practitioners. It is reported that in Wanjia Labour Camp she was beaten after she 
allegedly practiced Falun Gong with other detainees.

318. Li Lan (f) was reportedly isolated in a cell for over seven months and tied to 
an iron chair. She allegedly went on hunger strike to protest. On 16 November 2001, 
two guards reportedly sealed her mouth with tape and beat her. Lu Shiping (f), 
another detainee, was reportedly subjected to the same treatment. On the following 
day, Li Tan was allegedly slapped in the face and gagged with dirty socks.

319. Ding Yanhong (f) was reportedly beaten by two guards on 2 November 2001 
because she had allegedly been talking with her cellmate. It was reported that on the 
following day she was beaten again by two other guards. She was believed to have 
been beaten again with a broom on 6 November 2001.

320. Pan Xuanhua (f) was reportedly beaten by six policemen on 26 April 2000 
and forced to sit on an iron chair for three days. She allegedly went on hunger strike 
for 17 days to protest this treatment and was forced to sit again on an iron chair for 
seven days and later taken to a solitary cell for approximately 45 days. On 10 August 
2000 she was sent again, along with other Falun Gong practitioners, Zhang Hong, Li
Yanhong, Zuo Xiuyun and Wang Fang, to an isolation cell where she was kept for 
five months. While in solitary confinement she was reportedly handcuffed and forced 
to listen to loudly played recordings that allegedly slandered Falun Gong. On 24 
January 2001 she was reportedly knocked to the ground, grabbed by the hair and arms 
and taken again to an isolation cell where she was allegedly beaten and kicked. 
Subsequently she was reportedly forced to sit on an iron chair. The guard reportedly 
beat her with his fists and with electric batons. 

321. Sam Guo was reportedly arrested in March 2000, and sent to the Feng Tia 
Detention Centre. He was reportedly interrogated and beaten by the police. It was 
reported that he was forced into a cell containing 25 prisoners. It was believed that he 
was punched in the chest and kicked by other inmates, who then stripped him naked 
and proceeded to slowly pour icy water on him starting from the head down. It is said 
that the water was so cold that his head turned numb. 

322. Many Falun Gong practionioners are reportedly detained in Shijiazhuang
Labour Camp, Hebei Province, where it was alleged that in 2001 the Labour Camp 
authorities resorted to violence against them, including subjecting detainees to 
beatings with clubs, electric batons and ropes, hanging them handcuffed on iron pipes 
for extended periods during which only the tips of their toes could touch the ground, 
inserting needles into their fingers, smashing their fingers with hammers, depriving 
them of sleep, forcing them to stay in uncomfortable postures for long periods and 
brainwashing them. Such assaults are reported to have been intensified in the second
fortnight of June 2001. Several Falun Gong practitioners, including Tao Hongsheng,
Liu Xiurong, Liu Shusong, Zhao Fengnian and Ding Gangzi, reportedly died as a 
result of such treatment.
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323. A number of Falun Gong practitioners were also reported to be detained in
Masanjia Labour Camp, Shenyang City, Liaoning Province. They were reportedly 
forced to work 15 hours a day, forced to stay in uncomfortable postures for extended 
periods (for instance, practitioners are said to be kept in a head-down bending posture
or forced to stand against a wall, to squat in a 30cm by 30cm area, or to stand with the 
knees bent and the arms held parallel to the ground), beaten, subjected to electrical 
shocks, kept in 8 by 3 feet isolation cells handcuffed to the door for one to two weeks, 
and deprived of sleep. Some prisoners were believed to have been hung, with their 
arms and legs spread for up to four hours.

324. In particular, the Special Rapporteur transmitted information on the following 
individual cases.

325. Jiang Yuqing (f) was reportedly taken to a separate room on 2 August 2000 
and beaten until she allegedly vomited blood. It was reported that afterwards she 
could not eat and that she could barely walk. She was believed to have sustained cuts 
and bruises all over her body, to have suffered from pain in her internal organs and to 
have passed blood in her stool for over one month. She was also alleged to have lost 
consciousness.

326. Yu Suzhen (f) was reportedly assaulted along with seven other Falun Gong 
practitioners of Cell No. 2 on 7 August 2000. It was reported that her hair was pulled 
and that she was slapped in the face. On 13 September 2000 she was reportedly 
subjected to electric shocks.

327. Qi Zhenrong (f) had allegedly been stripped naked and hit with electric 
batons several times. It is alleged that as a result she sustained blisters and bumps. In 
September 2001 she reportedly took part in a hunger strike staged by 130 Falun Gong 
practitioners, who were protesting their detention. She allegedly fasted for more than 
40 days and was eventually transferred to Masanjia Labour Camp Hospital.

328. By the same letter dated 2 September 2002, the Special Rapporteur advised 
the Government that he had received follow-up information concerning Geshe
Sonam Phuntsok on behalf of whom the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent appeal on 
9 November 1999 (E/CN.4/2000/9, para. 236) to which the Government replied on 16 
May 2000 (E/CN.4/2001/66, para. 310), indicating that inquiries revealed that there 
were no such lamas as Geshe Sonam Phuntsok in Karze county. According to the new 
information received, he was reported to have been sentenced in 2001. 

329. By letter dated 10 October 2002, the Special Rapporteur, jointly with the 
Special Representative on human rights defenders, advised the Government that he
had received information according to which Li Qun, who allegedly wrote a letter on 
13 March 2000 to the Office of Appeal of Nanjing City government calling on the 
Government to respect the rights of Falun Gong practitioners allegedly being confined 
and forcibly given harmful drugs in the Nanjing Psychiatric Hospital, was reportedly 
taken herself to the psychiatric hospital, where she was allegedly force-fed and forced 
to take psychotropic drugs, with apparent damage to her brain.

330. By letter dated 17 October 2002, the Special Rapporteur reminded the 
Government of a number of cases sent in 1998, 1999 and 2001 regarding which no 
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reply had been received. By letter dated 11 November 2002, the Government 
informed the Special Rapporteur that an investigation into the cases included in the 
letter was under way. The Government indicated that a response will be provided in 
the future.

Urgent appeals

331. On 24 January 2002, the Speical Rapporteur sent a joint urgent appeal with 
the Special Rapporteurs on violence against women, and on the right to freedom of 
opinion and expression and the Chairman-Rapporteur of the Working Group on 
Arbitrary Detention on behalf of Connie Chipkar, a Canadian Falun Gong 
practitioner, who had reportedly been arrested in Tienanmen Square, Be ijing, on 23 
January 2002. It is alleged that she wore a sash that read "Falun Gong" and "SOS" and 
began to practise Falun Gong. 

332. On 5 February 2002, the Special Rapporteur sent a joint urgent appeal with 
the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief on behalf Wei Yanjiang, a 
60-year-old woman from Huludao City, Liaoning Province, who was reportedly 
arrested on 22 December 2001 in Beijing.  She was believed to have been detained at 
the Shunyi County Police Station, Beijing, where she was handcuffed and forced to 
stand outdoors in the cold winter weather, wearing only a shirt. To protest against her 
arrest, she is believed to have gone on hunger strike. On the eighteenth day of her 
hunger strike, she was reported to have been sent to Masanjia Labor Camp, where in 
March 2001, three Falun Gong practioners were allegedly beaten to death. 

333. By letter dated 24 May 2002, the Government responded that Wei Yanjiang 
had twice been taken into administrative detention for disrupting public order and has 
spent a year in re-education through labour. Following her release, she showed no 
willingness to reform and continued to take part in activities that disrupted social 
order. On 8 January 2002, the Huludao City law enforcement authorities assigned her 
to three years’ re-education through labour. The re-education facility treated her 
sympathetically. She was found to be suffering from a heart disease and was given 
prompt treatment. She was not ill-treated.

334. On 6 February 2002, the Special Rapporteur sent a joint urgent appeal with 
the Special Rapporteurn on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions and the 
Chairman-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention on behalf of Xu
Fuming, Hu Yong, Gong Bangkun, Gong Shengliang and Li Tongjin (also known 
as “Immanuel”), who were reportedly sentenced to death on 29 Decmeber 2001 in 
Hubei Province in connection with their membership of an unofficial Christina 
organization, the Hunan (South China) Church. Fears had been expressed that their 
confessions may have been extracted under duress. They also intervened on behalf of 
three women, Zhang Hongjuan, Li Tongjin and Yang Tongni, who had reportedly 
been detained on separate occasions between August and October 2001, and were said 
to have been tortured during interrogation in an apparent attempt to make them 
confess to having had a sexual relationship with Gong Shengliang., who was 
reportedly sentenced to death on charges including rape. Police officers at the Public 
Security Bureau detention centre in Zhongxiang City, Hubei Province, reportedly 
shackled Zhang Hongjuan’s and Li Tongjin’s hands and feet, ripped open their shirt 
and beat them on the chest with an electric baton. Yang Tongni was reportedly kicked 
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and beaten, tied up with a rope, whipped with a leather belt, had her hands cuffed 
behind her back and had books wedged between the handcuffs and her back by police 
officers at Jingmen Police School and Jingmen No.1 Detention Centre. Yong Tongni 
and Li Tongjin were reported to be serving three-year terms at Shayang Labour Camp 
in Hubei Province. The whereabouts of Zhang Hongjuan were not known. 

335. On 8 February 2002, the Special Rapporteur sent a joint urgent appeal with 
the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions and the 
Chairman-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention on behalf of 
Chen Yunchuan, who was serving a two-year sentence in Datangwan Prison of 
Zhangjiakou City, Hebei Province. His wife, Wang Lianying, was said to be missing 
since January 2001, their daughter, Chen Hongni, was said to be detained without 
warrant in Gaoyang Labor Camp in Baoding City, Hebei Province, and their son, 
Chen Aizhong, was said to have been sentenced to three years of forced labor in the 
Tangshan No. 1 Labor Camp in Hebei Province. On 20 September 2001, eight days 
after having been sentenced, the latter was allegedly tortured to death. His body was 
said to have been covered with wounds and bruises. Furthermore, another son, Chen
Aili, was reportedly detained in the Tangshan City Jidong Prison where he was 
believed to be suffering from serious depression and diagnosed as having a low 
immune function due to depression. It is alleged that he was forced to take drugs 
through force-feeding. They are all said to have been detained for practising Falun 
Gong.

336. By letter dated 3 September 2002, the Government informed the Special 
Rapporteur that the handing down of criminal sentences and labour re-education
sentences on them was conducted in accordance with the law and did not entail the 
infringement of any human rights. Concerning Chen Yunchuan, the Government 
indicated that he was sentenced on 9 January 2001 to a term of two years’ 
imprisonment for using threats of violence to obstruct public officials in the 
performance of their duties. He was serving his sentence in the north district prison in 
Shijiazhuang. While in prison he manifested good behaviour and his state of mind 
was stable. Concerning Wang Lianying (Wang Lianrong), the Government reported 
that that she was detained by the Hebei public security authorities for disrpting public 
order. She was released in early 2001 and her whereabouts were not known at the 
time of writing. Concerning Chen Aili, the Government noted that on 9 January 2001 
he was sentenced to two years’ imprisonment for using threats of violence to obstruct 
public officials in the performance of their duties and was first sent to Zhuoln county 
jail in Hebei Province. The Government indicated that while in prison he committed 
self-mutilations and went on hunger strike in protest against his sentence. In August 
2001 he was transferred to Jidong Prison in Hebei, where he continued his hunger 
strike. He showed symptoms of severe mental depression and other psychological 
disorders and was consequently transferred to hospital for treatment. He eventually 
ended his hunger strike. According to the Government, his health condition improved 
after December 2001. Concerning Chen Aizhong, the Government noted that on 17 
November 2000 he was sentenced to three years’ re-education through labour for 
seriously disrupting public order and was sent to Tangshan City labour re-education
facility on 12 September 2001. Before being admitted to the facility, he went on 
hunger strike and his health condition was poor. At the facility, he was provided with 
supplementary nutrition by intravenous and nasal feeding. He was transferred to 
Tangshan City people’s hospital on 19 September 2001 after he started coughing and 
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vomiting. The Government confirmed that he died the day after as a result of the 
collapse of his respiratory and circulatory systems and acute renal failure. Concerning 
Chen Hongni (Chen Hongping), the Government informed the Special Rapporteur 
that on 17 November 2000 she was sentenced to three years’ re-education through 
labour. The Government assured the Special Rapporteur that the labour re-education
facility fully respected her human rights and that at no time was she subjected to 
corporal punishment or ill-treatment.

337. On 9 April 2002, the Special Rapporteur sent a joint urgent appeal with the 
Special Rapporteur on the right to freedom of opinion and expression on behalf of 
four workers' representatives, namely Yao Fuxin, Xiao Yunliang, Pang Qingxiang
and Wang Zhaoming, who had been charged with “illegal assembly and 
demonstration” for their part in organizing protests in Liaoyang City, Lianing 
Province. It was reported that up to 30,000 workers in north-eastern China have been 
demonstrating since 11 March against lay-offs, alleged management corruption and 
insufficient severance pay. Yao Fuxin was reportedly detained on 17 March and has 
since been hospitalized for “heart problems” which may have been caused by his 
detention. Yao Fuxin was reportedly detained incommunicado until 31 March. At the 
time of writing, he was reportedly not allowed to receive visits, and the real state of 
his health was not known.

338. On 11 April 2002, the Special Rapporteur sent a joint urgent appeal with the 
Special Rapporteur on the right to freedom of opinion and expression on behalf of 
Liang Zhenxing, Liu CHengjun, Zhou Runjun (f), Lei Ming, Zhao Jian, Yun
Qinglin and Li Yanmei (f), who have reportedly been detained during a security 
crackdown in Changchun City and accused of having tapped, on 5 March 2002, into 
the signal of eight major television stations, in order to broadcast footage exposing the 
Chinese Government’s alleged persecution campaign against Falun Gong 
practitioners. Local police officials are said to have indicated that 15 other people 
have been arrested in connection with the same broadcast. An official of the 
Changchun Re-education through Labour Bureau has reportedly indicated that 
between 100 and 200 people have been detained since the broadcast and would 
probably be sent to a a labour camp. 

339. By letter dated 28 June 2002, the Government responded that Liang 
Zhenxing, Liu Chengjun, Zhou Runjun, Lei Ming Zhao Jian, Yun Qingbin, Chen 
Yanmei and other diehard adherents of Falun Gong had severed the local cable 
television transmission lines and had inserted Falun Gong audio and visual materials, 
seriously endangering public security. The supects were subsequently arrested for 
breach of articles 124 and 300 of the Chinese Criminal Code, inter alia, for sabotage 
and using a heretical sect to disrupt the application of State law. The case is currently 
being heard. The allegation that between 100 and 200 people have been arrested in 
connection with this case and that they are likely to receive sentences in labour camps 
have no basis in fact. The Government stated further that Falun Gong was an evil cult.
In order to protect human rights, it had banned the organization. In relation to the 
overwhelming majority of ordinary practitioners, the Government primarily adopts 
the method of persuasive education to help them break free from the sect. Torture is 
strictly prohibited in China.
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340. On 28 May 2002, the Special Rapporteur sent a joint urgent appeal with the 
Special Rapporteur on the right to freedom of opinion and expression on behalf of 
Yao Fuxin, Xiao Yunliang, Pang Qingxiang, all workers' representatives, as well as 
Wang Zhaoming, on behalf of whom the Special Rapporteurs intervened on 11 April 
2002. They were reportedly still held in detention. Yao Fuxin was believed to be 
seriously ill, possibly due to ill-treatment. The right side of his body appears to be
numb. His family had allegedly appealed for his release to receive medical treatment, 
but to no avail. Following their detention, demonstrations calling for their release and 
an investigation into the alleged embezzlement of funds from the Liaoyang City
Ferroalloy factory, where Yao Fuxin was employed, have reportedly taken place. On 
15 May 2002, demonstrators, including Gu Baoshu as well as a retired woman and 
her son, were allegedly beaten by plain-clothes policemen. The whereabouts of 
another activist, Wang Dawei, remained unknown since mid-April, when reportedly 
he was travelling to Beijing from Liaoning Province to file a petition to the central 
authorities against the current situation at the Ferroalloy factory.

341. By the same urgent appeal, the Special Rapporteurs intervened on behalf of 
Gu Baoshu, an activist involved in demonstrations, who was allegedly severely 
beaten by the police on 16 April 2002. He was released after several hours of 
interrogation. He was reportedly covered in bruises, suffering from severe chest pains 
and had blood clots in his eyes. He was reportedly threatened and harassed by the 
police, following his demands for those responsible for his beatings to be investigated 
and his medical costs to be paid for by the Public Security Bureau.

342. On 24 June 2002, the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent appeal on behalf of 
Won, a North Korean asylum-seeker, who had reportedly sought refuge in the South 
Korean Consulate in Beijing on 13 June 2002. He was violently removed by police 
officers from the South Korean Consulate on that day. It was believed that South 
Korean diplomats, who attempted to protect him, were injured as a result. His son was 
believed to have also entered the South Korean Consulate during these events, and to 
be currently seeking asylum in South Korea, along with 17 other North Koreans 
currently inside the Consulate. It was feared that Won may forcibly be returned to 
North Korea, where he would be at risk of torture upon his return.

343. By letter dated 28 November 2002, the Government informed the Special 
Rapporteur that an inquiry has confirmed that he had already left China for another 
country. It did not have any information about the other individuals mentioned in the 
Special Rapporteur’s communication. 

344. On 9 July 2002, the Special Rapporteur sent a joint urgent appeal with the 
Chairman-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention on behalf of 
Wang Aihua, a Falun Gong practitioner from Yubei District, Chongqing City, 
Sichuan Province. She was reportedly arrested on 6 March 2002 and taken to Lianglu 
Police Station where she was allegedly subjected to threats and other forms of ill-
treatment. As a result, she could hardly lift her arm. On the same day, she was sent to 
Yubei Detention Centre where she was subjected to further acts of ill-treatment. Her 
whole body was allegedly swollen. On the following day, she was allegedly subjected 
to further ill-treatment.
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345. By letter dated 4 October 2002, the Government informed the Special 
Rapporteur that she had been taken into custody on 12 May 2000 for causing public 
disturbance and sentenced on 20 June 2000 to a one year’s re-education through 
labour. On 6 March 2002, she was detained for disseminating propaganda materials 
and for disrupting public order in Chongqing and placed in detention as she showed 
resistance by refusing to eat and by banging her head against a wall. The police 
custody centre took the necessary measures to prevent her from further self- inflicted
injuries. The Government assured the Special Rapporteur that she was not subjected 
to verbal abuse or torture. 

346. On 22 July 2002, the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent appeal on behalf of Li
Wangyang, a former labour activist, who was denied medical treatment while being 
detained in Chishan Prison in Yanjiang City, Hunan Province. He was said to be 
suffering from heart disease, hyperthyroidism, neck and lower back pain and to be 
going blind. He was reportedly sentenced in September 2001 to ten years' 
imprisonment on charges of “incitement to subvert State power”, aft er campaigning 
for compensation for the ill- treatment he had received in prison while serving a 
previous term of imprisonment for his involvement in the 1989 pro-democracy
movement. He was twice released on medical grounds. He allegedly spent many 
periods in solitary confinement and suffered several beatings from prison guards 
while imprisoned for the first time. Following his release, he went on a 22-day-long
hunger strike in February 2001 to demand compensation for the ill- treatment he 
received in prison and for costs of medical treatment of his illnesses, but to no avail. 
Furthermore, his sister, Li Wanglin, was allegedly sent to a labour camp for three 
years in July 2001 for publicly supporting her brother in his appeal for compensation 
for the abuses he had allegedly suffered in prison.

347. On 26 July 2002, the Special Rapporteur sent a joint urgent appeal with the 
Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions on behalf of 
Ryu Mi-hwa (f), Han Sol-hee (f), Roh Myung-ok (f), Jeong Eun-mi (f), aged 10, 
Jeong Eun-chul, aged 8, Kim Chul-nam, Kim Ji-sung, Nam Chun-mi (f) and her 
new-born baby and four other Korean nationals whose names are unknown, who were 
allegedly detained in in Manzhouli Prison in the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region 
of China and were believed to be at risk of imminent forcible return to the Democratic 
People’s Republic of North Korea, where, it was feared, they could face serious 
human rights violations, including arbitrary detention, torture or death in custody.
They were reportedly arrested on 31 December 2001 in Hulunbeier City, Inner 
Mongolia, while being led through north-east China towards the neighbouring State of 
Mongolia by a South Korean pastor, Chun Ki-won, and his assistant, Jin Qilong, an 
ethnic Korean Chinese national, who were also reportedly arrested, charged with 
"helping other people to illegally cross the national border", tried by the Hulunbeier 
Municipal People's Court in Inner Mongolia and sentenced to payment of fines. 

348. On 16 September 2002, the Special Raporteur sent a joint urgent appeal with 
the Chairman-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, the Special 
Representative on human rights defenders and the Special Rapporteur on the 
independence of judges and lawyers on behalf of Dr. Wan Yanhai, the founder and 
coordinator of the AIZHI (AIDS) Action Project, a non-governmental organization 
that provides information on HIV/AIDS and promotes the protection of human rights 
in the context of HIV//AIDS. He was allegedly detained by State security authorities 
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on 24 August 2002, and held without being allowed to contact his family or friends. 
His detention was believed to be related to his alleged dissemination of information he 
had obtained from an AIDS research report on concerns about the collection of blood 
in Henan Province.

349. By letter dated 28 November 2002, the Government informed the Special 
Rapporteur that he had been detained by members of the Beijing State Security 
Bureau on suspicion of unlawfully transmitting State secrets abroad. Reportedly, the 
detainee requested in writing that his family should not be notified of his detention 
and voluntarily renounced his right to legal counsel. The Government further 
indicated that, in view of his positive attitude in acknowledging his guilt, he was
granted a discharge on 20 September 2002. The Government gave assurances that he 
was not subjected to ill-treatment while in detention and that, at the time of writing, 
Wan Yanhai’s health was entirely satisfactory.

350. On 2 December 2002, the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent appeal on behalf 
of Luo Rong (also known as Yoko Kaneko), a Chinese Falun Gong practitioner with 
permanent residence in Japan, and her sister, Luo Zhen. Luo Rong had reportedly 
been arrested as she was handing out Falun Gong leaflets on 24 May 2002 during a 
visit to Beijing and transferred to a labour camp. She was reportedly seriously ill and 
was hospitalized for high blood pressure. She was believed to have bruises around her 
wrists and to have lost weight. Luo Zhen had reportedly been arrested on 5 November 
2002 by the Public Security Bureau in Mudanjiang City, Heilogjiang Province, 
following her involvement in publicizing her sister’s case. She was allegedly held in 
incommunicado detention and her family was not informed of her whereabouts.

351. On 11 December 2002, the Special Rapporteur sent a joint urgent appeal with 
the Chairman-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention on behalf of 
Yang Jianli, a Chinese citizen permanently residing in the United States of America,
who has been active in the movement to promote democratization in China. He had 
reportedly been arrested on 26 April 2002 in Kunming, for reportedly entering China 
with false or incomplete identity documents. Since then, he had been held in 
incommunicado detention. Authorities informally acknowledged his detention after 
two months, when the Linyi City Public Security Bureau in Shandong Province 
informed Yang' s brother by telephone of his detention. 

Follow-up to previously transmitted communications

352. By letter dated 14 December 2001, the Government responded to an urgent 
appeal sent in July 2001 by the Special Rapporteur on behalf of Han Yuejuan (ibid., 
para. 365).  On 21 July, Ms. Han and others plotted and mobilized nearly 1,000 Falun 
Gong practitioners to besiege the seat of the Guangdong provincial government. On 5 
July 2001, she was arrested under a writ issued by the Guangzhou Municipal People’s 
Prosecutor on a charge of mobilizing and using a sect to break the law.  A competent 
public security organ is conducting a judicial investigation into the case. Ms. Han’s 
mental and physical health is duly protected and she is not being subjected to torture.

353. By letter dated 31 January 2002, the Government responded to an urgent 
appeal sent in October 2001 by the Special Rapporteur on behalf of Zhang Maoxing
and his eldest daughter, Zhang Juan (ibid., para. 367).  The two were detained 
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together on suspicion of obstructing law enforcement through the organization of a 
cult (Falun Gong), and held at the Jiujiang Public Security Bureau’s detention centre.
After being admitted, Zhang Maoxing began to fast and all attempts to rescue his life, 
including intravenous infusions, failed. He was in no way tortured.  His daughter was 
sentenced in March 2001 to two years of re-education through labour, but was 
released on parole in August 2001 and is now living at home.

354. By letter dated 19 February 2002, the Government responded to an urgent 
appeal sent in October 2001 by the Special Rapporteur on behalf of Huang Guodong
(ibid., para. 366).  He was arrested on 9 February 2001, on tips from other citizens 
when he was carrying out illegal Falun Gong activities.  He confessed to all his 
offences.  On 1 October 2001, he began to fast at Mudanjiang No. 1 detention centre.
He refused to take food or medical treatment and even went so far as to remove 
intravenous needles.  On 29 October 2001 he was sent to Northern Hospital in 
Mudanjiang City for medical tests.  All results were normal, but he has a urethra 
infection for which he is being treated. Allegations of torture and starvation are 
unfounded.

355. By letter dated 19 February 2002, the Government responded to a letter sent
by the Special Rapporteur jointly with the Special Rapporteur on violence against 
women on 30 September 2001 (ibid., paras. 351 to 353). 

356. Concerning the detention of 42 young women (ibid., para.352), the 
Government replied that the director of Fengjia Township Police Station and the 
deputy director had summoned and illegally detained 12 local women and two non-
local women engaged in prostitution during an extensive campaign to combat 
prostitution and protect the legal rights of women from June 1997 to June 1998. They 
were subsequently sentenced to six months’ imprisonment suspended for one year, 
and to one year suspended for two years by the People’s Court of Xinhua County, 
later reduced to six months each, suspended for one year. 

357. Concerning the detention of a young woman by the head of the Public 
Security Bureau Communication Department of Xinmi City, Henan Province (ibid., 
para.353), the Government responded that all cases involving prostitution handled by 
the Public Security Bureau of Xinmi City in May 1999 were properly dealt with. The 
accusation of illegal detention and torture of a young woman is unfounded and false. 
The Government observes its legal obligations under the Constitution and the 
Women’s Rights and Interests Protection Act and strives to strengthen its legislation 
on women’s rights. Efforts have been made to prevent and combat prostitution, as
well as to ensure women’s rights to personal safety and property.

358. By letter dated 4 October 2002, the Government responded to a joint urgent 
appeal sent by the Special Rapporteur with the Special Representative of the 
Secretary-General on human rights defenders on 21 June 2001 on behalf of Zhang
Shanguang (E/CN.4/2002/76/Add.1, para. 367). The Government informed the 
Special Rapporteur that he was convicted of illegally providing intelligence 
information and sentenced to 10 years’ imprisonment with 5 years’ deprivation of his 
political rights in December 1998. Upon admission into Hunan No.1 Prison, he had 
been recovering from tuberculosis. Appropriate to his physical condition, he was 
assigned the job of sweeping floors by the prison authorities. In an attempt to obtain 
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permission to receive medical treatment on parole, he refused to carry out any work. 
The prison authorities are encouraging him to mend his ways. He has not been denied 
medical treatment and has not been made to work long hours. The Government firmly
opposes the practice of mistreatment and torture of criminals through manual labour.

Observations

359. The Special Rapporteur notes with concern that no response has been 
provided to a number of cases brought to the attention of the Government since 1998 
but he acknowledges the letter dated 11 November 2002 by which the Government 
expressed its intention to cooperate with the Special Rapporteur in providing 
responses to these cases. He hopes that the pending invitation since February 1999 to 
the Special Rapporteur to visit the country will come to fruition in the near future.

Cambodia 

242. On 22 August 2002, the Special Rapporteur, jointly with the Special
Representative on the situation of human rights in Cambodia, sent an urgent appeal on 
behalf of at least eight Falun Gong practitioners living in Cambodia, including Wang
Minchun, aged 58, and her husband, Jiang Linzhong, aged 61, both Chinese 
nationals living in Phnom Penh under the protection of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, who were believed to be at risk of deportation to China. 
It is reported that the above-mentioned persons used to practice Falun Gong with 
Zhang Xinyi and her husband Li Guojun, on behalf of whom the Special Rapporteur 
on the question of torture transmitted an urgent appeal to the Chinese authorities on 
15 August 2002. 
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China

107. It has been brought to the attention of the Special Rapporteur that the death penalty
continues to be used extensively in China.  More people are executed every year in China than in
the rest of the countries of the world taken together.  Over 60 crimes are punishable by death,
including a large number of non-violent offences.  Many death sentences are imposed following
trial proceedings which do not meet international standards.

108. The Special Rapporteur also received reports regarding the situation in the Xinjiang
Uighur Autonomous Region (XUAR) in western China, which is the only region in the country
where political prisoners are known to have been executed in recent years.  The Special
Rapporteur has been informed of 210 death sentences and 190 executions carried out in this
province since January 1997.  Most of the persons convicted were Uighurs sentenced to death for
subversive or terrorist activities in trials alleged to be unfair.

Urgent appeals

109. The Special Rapporteur transmitted seven urgent appeals and two allegations to the
Government of China.

110. On 2 December 1998 the Special Rapporteur transmitted an urgent appeal concerning
Ma Yulan who was sentenced to death for alleged organization of prostitution in Beijing.  It was
further reported that this was the first case in Beijing in which a person was sentenced to death
for having organized prostitution.  The Special Rapporteur pointed out that under internationally
accepted standards, the organization of prostitution could not be considered to constitute “a most
serious crime” for which the death penalty would apply.

111. On 19 January and 14 June the Special Rapporteur transmitted an urgent appeal
concerning a group of young Uighurs who were sentenced to death at the end of October 1998 in
Gulja (Yining) by the Ili Prefecture Intermediate People’s Court, for having allegedly organized
a counter-revolutionary group.  Some of the defendants were reportedly arrested in
February 1997 and had been held in incommunicado detention since their arrest.  The Special
Rapporteur was informed that Abdulsalam Shamseden (Abudushalamu Xiamuxiding), a
29-year-old textile worker from Gulja, Abdusalam Abdurahman (Abudushalamu
Abudureheman) and an unknown number of other persons were facing imminent execution.  It
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It has been reported that by the time he was dragged into a police van by security personnel, he
was unable to walk.  He was reportedly taken to a police hospital in Lhasa where he remained
until his death in the first week of October.

118. Jinhua Zhao  was reportedly arrested by police in Zhaoyuan city on 27 September 1999
and allegedly died in the morning of 7 October, after having suffered repeated beatings. On
8 October, the legal medical expert of Zhaoyuan city reportedly carried out an autopsy on
Jinhua Zhao.  The same day, the legal medical expert of Yantan city also examined the body and
reportedly concluded that she had died as a result of beatings with elastic objects on numerous
places on her body.

Communications received

119. By letter dated 24 February the Government referred to the communication transmitted
by the Special Rapporteur on 2 December 1998, stating that it had conducted inquiries
concerning the following persons.

120. According to the information submitted by the Government between August 1996 and
September 1997, Ma Yulan controlled some 10 prostitutes and repeatedly engaged in prostitution
at the restaurant and baths she managed.  The court determined that she had repeatedly disturbed
public order by organizing prostitution for profit.  Ma Yulan had been sentenced to death as her
conduct was in violation of the Penal Code.  The Government further stated that Ma Yulan had
appealed her sentence to the Beijing Municipal Higher People’s Court, where the case was under
consideration at the time of the communication.

Observations

121. The Special Rapporteur is deeply concerned by information received during the period
under review describing a pattern of gross violations of human rights, including extrajudicial,
summary or arbitrary executions in the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region.  According to
reports received, the main victims of these violations are members of the Uighur community, the
largest ethnic group among the predominantly Muslim local population in the region.  The
Special Rapporteur also wishes to express her deep concern over the extensive and increasing
use of the death penalty in China.
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28. The Special Rapporteur was moved by the report of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights on her mission to the occupied territories in which she
stated that “the situation in the occupied Palestinian territories is bleak.  The civilian population
feels besieged by a stronger power prepared to use its superior force against demonstrations and
stone-throwing by adolescents.  During the course of the visit the violence escalated with more
shooting - including so-called drive-by shootings - on the Palestinian side and use of rockets and
heavy machine-gun fire on the Israeli side (E/CN.4/2001/114, para. 19)”.

29. The Special Rapporteur is deeply concerned at the abuse of force by the both the
Indonesian police and army while performing law enforcement duties in various locations
including Irian Jaya and Aceh.  During the period under review, the Special Rapporteur appealed
to the Government of Indonesia, expressing her concern over the escalating violence in those
areas and urging the authorities to ensure that government forces carry out their duties in strict
compliance with international human rights standards.

C.  Deaths in custody

30. The Special Rapporteur transmitted allegations of the death in custody of 38 persons to
the Governments of the following countries:  Bangladesh (1), China (8), Congo (1), Cuba (1),
India (2), Israel (1), Kenya (1), Mexico (1), Myanmar (1), Namibia (1), Nepal (1), Pakistan (2),
Peru (1), Spain (1), Sri Lanka (2), Tunisia (2), Turkey (1) and Uzbekistan (1).  The
Special Rapporteur also transmitted one allegation to the Palestinian Authority.  One urgent
appeal was sent to the Government of Bolivia.

31. In this context, the Special Rapporteur wishes to express her particular concern over
reports from China describing a large number of cases in which detainees, many of whom were
followers of the Falun Gong movement, had died as a result of severe ill-treatment, neglect or
lack of medical attention.

D.  Death threats

32. The Special Rapporteur transmitted urgent appeals aimed at preventing loss of life after
having received reports of situations where the lives and physical integrity of persons were
feared to be in danger.  In this context urgent appeals were sent to the Governments of the
following countries:  Argentina (2), Brazil (5), Colombia (25), Guatemala (4), Honduras (2),
India (1), Indonesia (1), Jamaica (1), Mexico (4), Myanmar (1), Nicaragua (1), Pakistan (1),
Peru (4), Sri Lanka (1) and Venezuela (2).

33. These urgent appeals concerned at least 53 identified persons and groups such as the
peasants in Colombia, human rights activists in Brazil, witnesses in Guatemala and Nicaragua,
journalists in Honduras and Mexico and human rights groups.

E.  Expulsion, refoulement or return of persons to a country or place where their
      lives are in danger
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China

46. The Special Rapporteur transmitted four urgent appeals concerning four individuals who 
were reportedly facing imminent execution.  

Urgent appeals

47. On 10 March 2000 the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent appeal to the Government of 
China concerning the case of Hu Changqing, former vice-governor of Jiangxi province.  
Mr. Hu Changqing had reportedly been sentenced to death on 15 February 2000 by the 
Nanchang Intermediate People’s Court for various crimes of corruption..  The Supreme People’s 
Court upheld the sentence and Hu Changqing was reportedly executed. 

48. On 20 June 2000 the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent appeal concerning the case of 
Fang Yong, who was sentenced to death for corruption by the Ningbo City Intermediate People’s 
Court in Zhejiang province on 8 June 2000.  Mr. Fang Yong, who worked as an accountant with 
the China Bank of Communications, was alleged to have embezzled public funds from the bank 
reportedly using forged documents.  The Special Rapporteur appealed to the Government to 
refrain from executing Mr. Fang Yong.  

49. On 12 July 2000 the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent appeal jointly with the Special 
Rapporteur on torture concerning the case of Zhuo Xiaojun who was sentenced to death after 
being convicted of “intentional killings” by Fuzhou City Intermediate People’s Court.  It had 
been alleged that his trial and pre-trial detention did not meet basic international fair trial 
standards.  Fears had been expressed that he had been tortured under interrogation and might  be 
at risk of more torture or other forms of ill-treatment.  

50. On 10 August 2000 the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent appeal to the Government 
concerning the case of Cheng Kejie, a 66-year-old senior member of Parliament of the People’s 
Republic of China, who was sentenced to death on 31 July 2000 by the Beijing No. 1 
Intermediate People’s Court.  It had been reported that Mr. Cheng Kejie had been sentenced to 
death for various crimes of corruption.  In March 2000, he was removed from his National 
People’s Congress post and subsequently expelled from the Communist Party.  

Communications sent

51. The Special Rapporteur transmitted eight communications of violations of the right to life 
to the Government of China on behalf of the following persons.  
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52. On 21 April 2000, Li Hiu-Xi was reportedly taken to the police station in Hou town, 
where he was allegedly subjected to severe beatings by the police.  The police reportedly 
informed the family of his death only after having cremated his body in the morning 
of 22 April 2000.  The police allegedly threatened his family not to tell anyone about it. 

53. On 29 September 1999, Zhao Jinhua was working in the fields when she was arrested by
the police.  She was reportedly taken to a police station where she was severely beaten and 
subjected to electric shocks.  It was alleged that she died in police custody as a result of this 
treatment on 7 October 1999.  An official autopsy report allegedly stated that her body displayed 
multiple wounds to the head and other parts of her body, probably sustained as a result of 
beatings with a blunt object. 

54. Chen Zixiu reportedly died while in police custody on 20 February 2000. It was reported
that she was captured by the person responsible for regulating Falun Gong in her area, and taken
to the Beigua police station.  The following day she was reportedly transferred to the “Falun
Gong Re-education Centre”- Chengguan Street branch, where she was allegedly subjected to 
severe beatings by State officials for several days.  It is alleged that Chen Zixiu died in custody 
as a result of this ill-treatment. 

55. Li Zaiji had reportedly been sentenced to one year of forced labour because of his 
Falun Gong activities.  On 7 July 2000, the police in Jilin city reportedly told his family to go to 
the local hospital to take care of him.  When they arrived at the hospital, Li Zaiji was allegedly 
already dead.  It is reported that his body displayed multiple wounds, suggesting that he had been 
severely ill-treated.  His body was reportedly cremated by the police on 14 July 2000. 

56. Wang Xingtian  allegedly died on 25 March 2000. It was reported that 
on 21 February 2000, the Dayang village authorities detained Wang Xingtian
and 11 other persons in order to prevent them from going to Beijing to appeal against the 
treatment of Falun Gong practitioners.  After 33 days in detention they were reportedly taken to 
Beiquanli jail.  While in detention the 12 persons were allegedly ordered to write a statement 
denouncing Falun Gong.  Wang Xingtian reportedly refused to sign this document.  
On 25 March 2000, the village authorities in Beiquanly allegedly brought in a group of men who 
beat Wang Xingtian using electric batons and police truncheons.  It is reported that he died of his 
wounds on 25 March 2000 at around 5.00 p.m. 

57. It was reported that on 21 April 2000, Li Huixi was on his way from his home town to 
Beijing when he was stopped by the police and escorted to the police station in Hou town.  It is 
alleged that he was severely beaten while in custody.  On 22 April 2000, the police reportedly 
informed his family of his death after having cremated his body.  The police allegedly warned 
the family not to tell anyone about the death. 

58. It was reported that on 2 March 2000, Zhang Zhenggang was taken into custody at the 
Huaian police station.  On 25 March 2000 he was allegedly subjected to severe beatings, which 
reportedly resulted in injuries to his skull and brain.  According to the information received, he 
was later sent to the hospital in Huaian city for emergency treatment, where he fell into a coma.  
Zhang Zhenggang reportedly died at Huaian hospital on 30 March 2000. 

 *

 *

 *

 *

 *

 *

 *
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59. It was reported that in September 1999, Zhou Zhichang was arrested and taken to the 
detention centre in Shuangcheng city. On 6 May 2000, after several days on hunger strike, he 
was reportedly taken to Shuangcheng hospital where he died the same afternoon.  It is reported 
that his body displayed injuries suggesting that he had been subjected to ill-treatment while in 
custody. 

Communications received

60. The Government of China transmitted replies to the Special Rapporteur on 21 November 
and 1 December 2000. The replies have been submitted for translation.  

 *
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C.  Deaths in custody 

33. The Special Rapporteur transmitted allegations of the death in custody of 150 persons 
to the Governments of the following countries:  Albania (1), Azerbaijan (1), China (17), 
Colombia (2), Ecuador (1), Egypt (2), Georgia (1), Guinea (1), Honduras (4), India (14), 
Indonesia (3), Kenya (2), Kyrgyzstan (2), Liberia (1), Myanmar (8), Pakistan (6), Nicaragua (1), 
Peru (1), Portugal (3), Russian Federation (50), Rwanda (3), Slovakia (1), Sri Lanka (1), 
Sudan (2), Turkey (14), United Arab Emirates (1), Uzbekistan (7).  One allegation was sent to 
the Palestinian Authority.  In this connection, the Special Rapporteur sent urgent appeals to the 
Governments of China and Uzbekistan.  In both cases, there were fears that the detainees in 
question could die owing to lack of adequate medical attention. 

34. In this context, the Special Rapporteur wishes to express her particular alarm over reports 
from China describing a large number of cases in which detainees, many of whom were 
followers of the Falun Gong movement, had died as a result of severe ill-treatment, neglect or
lack of medical attention.  She takes particular note of allegations that 15 female prisoners, all 
reportedly members of the Falun Gong movement, died as a result of torture in June 2001 in 
Wanjia Labour Camp in Heilongjiang Province. 

35. The Special Rapporteur also continues to receive reports from Uzbekistan of cases in 
which people have died in custody after having been arrested by the police.  In many instances, 
the dead body of the detainee was allegedly delivered to the family without explanation.  In some 
cases the families were reportedly made to bury the body without an autopsy having been carried 
out, and threatened not to talk about what had happened.  The Special Rapporteur further takes 
note of a large number of cases reported from India, where the police had allegedly beaten or 
shot detainees to death while in custody.  Cases of death in detention were also related to the 
Special Rapporteur during her mission to Turkey.  For a more detailed discussion of this issue, 
reference is made to addendum 1 to the present report. 

 *
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China

Urgent appeals

33. On 22 October 2001, the Special Rapporteur transmitted an urgent appeal on behalf of 
five ethnic Uighurs, including two men named as Mr. Abdulmejid and Mr. Abdulahmad, 
who were reportedly sentenced to death on 15 October 2001 in the city of Gulja (Yining), 
Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region. According to the information received, they were 
sentenced to death for political crimes of "anti-state separatism" at a public trial in Gulja 
city.

34. On 1 October 2001, the Special Rapporteur transmitted an urgent appeal on behalf of 
six people, including Lu Jijing and Lu Changhe, who were reportedly found guilty by the 
Intermediate People's Court in Taizhou city, Zhejaing province, of operating a gang
engaged in the production and sale of fake coins. Whereas Lu Jijing and four others were 
reportedly sentenced to death, Lu Changhe received a two year suspension of execution.

35. On 10 August 2001 the Special Rapporteur transmitted an urgent appeal on behalf of 
Mr. Li Li who was reportedly sentenced to death for tax fraud and evasion on 25 April 
2001. His wife, Chen Lijuan, reportedly received a sentence of death with a two-year
reprieve for the same offence. According to the information received, Mr. Li had confessed
to all the offences and had given full details of the role of government officials in the 
crimes, including senior staff in the tax department. His lawyers reportedly argued that Mr. 
Li's substantial co-operation with police investigations should be taken into consideration 
as mitigating factor. Furthermore it was said that Mr. Li was made to take full
responsibility for crimes which were equally the work of government officials.

36. On 1 May 2001 the Special Rapporteur transmitted an urgent appeal concerning the 
cases of Li Guang, Mu Jiangqiao and Zhang Yusong, who were allegedly sentenced to 
death on 25 April 2001 by an intermediate People's Court in Lijiang region, Yunnan
province. According to the information received, Li Guang and Mu Jiangqiao were accused
of robbing a US diplomat on 13 August 2000 in Lijang and of being part of a gang, which 
allegedly committed 10 armed robberies in Lijiang over a three month period in 2000. 
Zhang Yusong was reportedly accused of robbing 400 Yuan and $ 30 from two tour ists on 
19 July 2000 in Lijiang.
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37. On 24 April 2001 transmitted an urgent appeal on behalf of Zhuo Xiaojun, who was 
reportedly sentenced to death for "intentional killing" by Fuzhou Cit Intermediate People's 
Court. Urgent appeals concerning this case had already been transmitted by the Special 
Rapporteur, jointly with the Special Rapporteur on Torture, on 12 July 2000 and on 14 
December 2000. According to the information received, the trial and pre-trial detention in 
Zhuo Xiaojun's case did not meet basic international fair trial standards. The Fujian
Province Higher People's Court reportedly upheld the sentence and concerns were
expressed that Zhuo Xiaojun was facing imminent execution if the Supreme People's Court 
also rejected his appeal.

38. On 29 December 2000 the Special Rapporteur transmitted an urgent appeal on behalf of 
Wang Youcai, who reportedly had been imprisoned since 1998 at Zejihang No. 1 Prison. 
According to the information received, Wang Youcai had contracted tuberculosis and was 
not receiving any treatment or proper examination.

Communication sent

39. The Special Rapporteur transmitted allegations of violation of the right to life of the 
following individuals:

40. According to the information received, fifteen female prisoners , including Ms. Zhang
Yulan, Ms. Shao Yin, Ms. Xuiqin Li and Ms. Zhao Yayun, died in Wanjia Labor Camp as 
a result of torture and severe ill-treatment around 20 June 2001.

41. It was alleged that on 19 February 2001, Ms. Yanhua Li, aged over 60, was arrested 
and taken to the police station in Dongjiang for interrogation. She was reportedly severely 
beaten until she died by police officers using clubs.

42. According to the information received, on 24 November 2000, Ms. Zhou Fenglin, aged 
32, was arrested in her home town of Qingtan, and sent to Qingtan jail. Allegedly, she was 
severely tortured by police officers while she was in detention. After a brief release she was 
reportedly rearrested on 27 December 2000 and sent to Xilin Detention Centre. It was 
alleged that on the night of 8 January 2001, she was tortured under interrogation and 
declared dead the following morning.

 *

 *

 *
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China

54. On 9 January 2002, the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent appeal relating to Hong 
Kong residents Zhuang Chucheng  and Huang Yancheng,  who were reportedly
sentenced to death on 25 December 2001 by the Shenzhen City Intermediate People's 
Court, Guangdong Province (neighbouring Hong Kong), for their alleged involvement in 
the manufacture and trafficking of the illegal drug “ice”. According to the information 
received, they were tried with eight other unnamed defendants, four of whom also came 
from Hong Kong. Of the eight, six also received death sentences, two were reportedly 
sentenced to death with a two-year reprieve and another four to life imprisonment.  It is not 
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known whether the defendants have appealed their sentences. Zhuang Chucheng is 
reported to be the alleged ringleader of the gang which reportedly manufactured, in 
mainland China, at least 22 tonnes of liquid ice and three tonnes of solid ice which they had 
allegedly sold in mainland China as well as overseas.  It has been brought to the Special 
Rapporteur’s attention that these cases are causing controversy in Hong Kong, which does 
not have the death penalty. 

55. On 8 February 2002, the Special Rapporteur, jointly with the Chairman-Rapporteur of 
the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention and the Special Rapporteur on torture, sent an joint 
urgent appeal to the Government of China concerning members of a family of Falun Gong 
practitioners  who have reportedly been subjected to harassment, arbitrary detention and torture 
since 22 July 1999, on the grounds of their practice of Falun Gong and their appeal to the
Government to stop the persecution of Falun Gong members. Chen Yunchuan, the 63-year-old
father, was reportedly serving a two-year sentence in Datangwan prison in Zhangjiakou city, 
Hebei Province; his 60-year-old wife Wang Lianying was said to have been missing since 
January 2001, and their 31-year-old daughter Chen Hongni was said to be detained without 
warrant in Gaoyang Labour Camp in Baoding city, Hebei Province. The 34-year-old son Chen
Aizhong was reportedly sentenced on 12 September 2001 to three years of forced labour in the 
Tangshan No. 1 Labour Camp in Hebei Province. Eight days later, on the afternoon of 20 
September 2001, he was said to have been tortured to death in the labour camp. His body was 
said to have been covered with wounds and bruises. Chen Aili, a 34-year-old son, was 
reportedly detained in Jidong prison, Tangshan city. On 26 December 2001, a police officer of 
the Changping police station reportedly took the section chief and team chief from  Jidong prison 
to the home of Chen Shulan, his 35-year-old sister. The section chief is said to have told her that 
Chen Aili was in bad health and needed to go to the hospital for treatment. They reportedly 
requested her to sign a bond. When she asked when they would release him, they allegedly 
answered that they were still processing the paperwork. When she asked whether she could visit 
him, the section chief reportedly told her to wait until the following spring. She is said to have 
refused to sign the bond. On 8 January 2002, Chen Shulan went directly to Jidong prison, where 
another chief reportedly told her that Chen Aili had withdrawn into himself since 1 October 2001 
and that his overall health had deteriorated. In view of the reported death as a result of torture of 
Chen Aizhong, and the alleged force-feeding of drugs to Chen Aili, fears were expressed that 
Chen Aili might be at risk of further torture or other forms of ill-treatment and at risk to his life. 
Fears were also expressed that the other members of the family might be at risk of torture or 
other forms of ill-treatment, in particular Wang Lianying, in view of the incommunicado nature of 
her detention in an unknown location and the fact that prolonged incommunicado detention can in 
itself constitute cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment.

 *
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62. According to the information received, on 26 January 2002, Zhan Wei died in custody at 
the Yingcheng City Number One Detention Centre, allegedly as a result of torture. According to 
the information received, on 20 January 2002 Wu Jingxia was allegedly tortured to death in 
police custody.  She had reportedly been arrested on 6 January 2002 for having distributed flyers 
exposing alleged human rights abuses against Falun Gong practitioners in China. According to the 
information received, in August 2001, Kelsang Gyatso was arrested with groups of other 
Tibetan monks as they were trying to enter India via Nepal at the Chushui Bridge. It is reported 
that Kelsang Gyatso, a Tibetan monk, died in the Lhasa Detention Centre in December 2001 as 
a result of beatings and lack of medical attention. According to the information received, on 5 
February 2001, Ngawang Lochoa died in the Lhasa Army Hospital as a result of continuous ill-
treatment and deprivation of medical attention.  Ngawang Lochoa, a Tibetan nun, had been 
imprisoned since 1993 for having taken part in a peaceful demonstration. According to the 
information received, in April 2000, Sonam Richen, a Tibetan farmer, died in Drapchi prison 
allegedly as a result of ill-treatment and torture.  He had reportedly been in prison since 1992 for 
shouting pro-independence slogans. According to the information received, in August 2000, 
Tsering Wangdrag died in Krazde prison allegedly as a result of torture and ill-treatment.
According to the information received, on 22 August 2001, Gao Mei died as a result of torture 
in Yishui Detention Centre.  She had allegedly been arrested for pratising Falung Gong. 
According to the information received, on 21 September 2001, Wang Yongdong, a Falun Gong 
practitioner, died after having been thrown out of the window of his home by police officers.  It is 
alleged that his body displayed marks consistent with reports that he had been severely beaten 
before being pushed from the window. According to the information received, on 14 September 
2001, Yu Xiuling, a Falun Gong practitioner, died after having been thrown out of the window 
on the fourth floor by police officers.  It is alleged that she had been severely beaten under 
interrogation.

 *
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China

15. By letter dated 19 January 2001 the Special Rapporteur communicated her grave 
concerns in regard to information received concerning the alleged use of violence against women 
in China and in particular the ill-treatment of female Falun Gong practitioners.  According to 

  *
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information received the Chinese authorities have been conducting a major crackdown on the 
Falun Gong , Falun Dafa and other Qi Gong groups.  The vast majority of Falun Gong
practitioners are women.  A ban was imposed on the Falun Gong on 22 July 1999 as 
“constituting a threat to social and political stability”.  Practitioners are said to be put under 
pressure to renounce their beliefs.  Thousands are said to have been detained by police; many of 
them are said to have been sent to labour camps for “re-education” through labour, or detained in 
psychiatric hospitals and administered drugs against their will.  Many of them are said to have 
suffered torture or ill-treatment.  The methods of torture used against women practitioners have 
included:  stripping them naked; severe beatings with fists or a variety of instruments, such as 
wooden batons, on shinbones, thighs, shoulders and other parts of the body; kicking; the use of 
electric shock batons, inter alia to the genitals, armpits, soles of the feet and the mouth; the use of 
handcuffs, shackles or ropes to tie prisoners in ways which cause intense pain; suspension by the 
arms or feet, often combined with exposure to extreme cold or heat; the use of cigarette lighters 
to burn their bodies; the insertion of sticks or needles under the nails or having fingernails pulled 
out by pliers; the insertion of pepper, chilli powder or other substances into the mouth, nose or 
genital organs; the use of injections which cause victims to become mentally unbalanced or to 
lose the ability to speak coherently.  It is further alleged that many women practitioners have 
died following torture or medical neglect in detention.  It is also reported that many women 
practitioners have died by falling out of windows whilst trying to escape. 

16. In that connection, the Special Rapporteur has received information on the individual 
cases summarized below: 

 (a) In October 2000 prison guards in the Masanjia prison in Shenyang, Liaoning 
province, allegedly stripped 18 female Falun Dafa practitioners and put them into cells
containing male convicted criminals. It is reported that Luo Gan, a high-ranking Communist
Party official, was aware of the incident.  The 18 women are said to remain in prison; 

(b) It is reported that since October 1999, more than 1,500 Falun Dafa practitioners
have been detained in the Masanjia labour education camp in Liaoning province.  Practitioners
are reportedly forced to denounce Falun Dafa.  People who refuse to do so are allegedly 
subjected to physical abuse, shocked with electric batons, detained in solitary confinement and 
assigned intensive labour.  The electric batons are used to shock the breasts and genitals of the 
female practitioners.  The camp officials also allegedly force practitioners to drink dirty water 
from an abandoned well; practitioners reportedly all showed symptoms of poisoning after they 
drank the water; 

(c) According to information received more than 50 female Falun Dafa practitioners
were detained in Qiaozhuang detention centre, Tongzhou district, a suburb of Beijing, in 
July 2000.  It is reported that after police had failed to force the practitioners to renounce their 
beliefs, using tortures and insults, most of practitioners were sent to labour camps and some were 
sent to psychiatric hospitals.  In particular, the Special Rapporteur has received information 
concerning the following individual cases: 

(i) Huang Xiuling, aged 59, from Fuma village, Majuqiao town, Tongzhou 
district, Beijing, was reportedly sent to Qiaozhuang detention centre in the 
afternoon of 30 June 2000, and was detained in cell 9.  She refused to 

 *
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recite the prison regulations and continued to practice the exercises.  She 
was allegedly beaten, handcuffed and shackled.  Her jailers reportedly 
used electric shock batons on her body and stomped on her feet.  They 
held her breasts and pinched the tips of her nipples, and kicked her 
genitals.  Huang went on a hunger strike to protest.  According to 
information received, on the afternoon of 2 July 2000, she was sent to 
cell 7.  The police allegedly force-fed her through her nose with a tube.  
Police wanted her to pay 10 yuan for the single-use of the disposable tube.  
As she didn’t have any money, the police left the tube in her body so that 
they could use it again.  In the evening, the pain became unbearable and 
she pulled the tube out.  The next day, when she was force-fed again, the 
police handcuffed her from behind.  After the force-feeding, the police 
allegedly left the tube in her body, one end in her stomach and the other 
end in her nose and pasted on her face so that she could not pull it out.  
That evening, Huang Xiuling reportedly developed a high fever.  She was 
given medicine, but her fever didn’t drop and she started vomiting.  It is 
alleged that when the police realized that Huang Xiuling’s life was in 
danger, they hastily sentenced her to one year of forced labour.  Later that 
evening, they sent Huang Xiuling home and asked the village committee 
to watch her.  After she returned home she recovered.  On 13 July 2000, 
the police took Huang Xiuling away again and sent her to the fourth team 
of Beijing Tiantanghe female labour camp for forced labour.  It is reported 
that Huang Xiuling went on hunger strike.  She was allegedly tortured by 
the guards, injuring her neck; 

(ii) Liu Xuebin, aged 54, from Chengguan town, Tongzhou district of 
Beijing, was reportedly arrested on 4 September 1999 while she practised 
Falun Gong exercises at the Tongzhou Club.  She was detained for three 
months without any legal procedure.  Liu Xuebin reportedly experienced 
several kinds of torture in the detention centre.  The guards stripped off all 
her clothes and used a wet towel with salt on it to thrash her, continuing to 
add salt to the wet towel as they beat her.  The towel left rows of small 
bleeding sores all over her body.  The salt stuck to the sores and made 
them very painful.  On the second day, bloody pus oozed out of her 
wounds and her clothes stuck to her body.  As Liu Xuebin refused to 
answer questions during a police interrogation, she was labelled mentally 
ill, upon which she was sent to a mental hospital.  Liu Xuebin was kept 
with the most seriously ill patients.  She was forced to take pills and 
receive injections.  She was released after three months.  On 
25 April 2000, Liu Xuebin appealed for the right to practise Falun Gong 
again.  As a result, she was sent back to the mental hospital.  Her family 
and friends do not know anything about her current situation; 

(iii) Li Yaping, aged 26,was reportedly detained in Qiaozhuang detention 
centre, because she would not denounce Falun Dafa.  Her hands were 
handcuffed behind her back and her feet were shackled.  Jailers allegedly 
stuck an electric shock baton in her mouth until it bled.  She was subjected 
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to different kinds of torture.  Later she was sent to the fourth team of 
Beijing Tiantanghe female labour camp, reportedly without a trial. 

(iv) Hu Shufang, aged 38, from Tongzhou district of Beijing, appealed to the 
Government on behalf of Falun Gong on 25 June 2000.  She was detained 
in the west room in Qiaozhuang detention centre.  She was allegedly 
beaten almost every day and shocked with electric batons, which left 
wounds all over her body.  She was handcuffed and shackled.  One month 
later Hu Shufang was sent to a labour camp without a trial; 

(v) The police reportedly also took Hu Shuwen, sister of Hu Shufang, away 
from her home.  She is currently detained in Tuanhe labour camp, Daxing 
county, Beijing; 

(vi) On 6 October 2000, Falun Gong practitioner Yan Juying from Yanjiao, 
Sanhe city, Hebei province, went to Tiananmen Square to appeal on behalf 
of Falun Gong.  She was arrested and sent back to Yanjiao police station.  
It is reported that before she got out of the car, the police captain, 
Yang Xizhong, started to kick her, beat her, pull her hair, slap her face and 
kick her private parts.  Then he lifted her up and violently threw her to the 
ground.  He allegedly beat her on the buttocks several hundred times with 
a wooden rod, whipped her numerous times, subjected her to electric 
shocks all over her body, used a slipper to slap her face, put an electric 
baton in her mouth, spat on her face and stomped on her heels.  He 
allegedly threatened to splash her body with boiling water.  When 
Yan Juying refused an order to take off her clothes, Yang Xizhong 
allegedly threatened to find some workers to rape her.  He then sexually 
molested her.  After some time Yang Xizhong recorded the interrogation 
and beat Yan Juying again.  That night, Yan Juying was sent to the town 
government hall to attend the “transformation class”; 

(vii) Tang Xi Tao, aged 64, from Guangzhou, Canton, was arrested on 
6 July 2000 and was transferred to the Cha Tou detention centre for 
women (also called Xiao Dao) in Canton, province of Gangdong.  Tang Xi 
Tao was sentenced to two years’ re-education through labour.  It is 
reported that she has been subjected to torture and ill-treatment.  She is 
allegedly placed in solitary confinement for days at a time, verbally 
threatened, her hands have been bound to prevent her from practising 
Falun Gong exercises, she is not allowed access to medical treatment for 
her illness and is subjected to forced labour as part of the re-education 
programme.  Furthermore, as a result of the judgement her pension has 
reportedly been stopped and her apartment and personal belongings 
confiscated;

(viii) Xie Guiying, aged 32, from Huinan, Anhui province.  According to 
information received, at 20.00 hours on 17 October 2000 Xie Guiying’s
home was ransacked by police from Chaoyang district police station, 
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Huainan, who allegedly beat her up before taking her to the police station.  
In the early morning of the next day, she was sent to the People’s Hospital 
of Huainan because of serious injuries.  She died at approximately 
10.00 hours on the morning of 18 October 2000.  At 16.00 hours the same 
day the police sent her body to the Datong Funeral Home.  According to 
reports, in an apparent effort to cover up the details of the case, it was later 
reported by the Chaoyang district police station that she had committed 
suicide by jumping off a building; 

(ix) Wang Youju,, aged 64, from Dalian, Liaoning province.  On 22 July 2000 
Wang Youju was reportedly taken away from her home by police from the 
Gongji police station of Dalin and was sent to Wafangdian detention 
centre in Dalian.  She was allegedly forced to work long hours every day 
and was frequently denied food and sleep if she could not finish her quota.  
On 31 July 2000 Wang Youju and a few other Falun Gong practitioners 
were released.  She was very weak and required assistance to walk, her 
chest hurt and she could not even stand.  She was given emergency 
treatment in the office of the detention centre, but reportedly died that 
night; 

(x) Hao Yafen from Sanhe, Hebei province.  Liu Yalu and Qi Xiaoquan from 
Yanjiao police department allegedly beat and kicked Hao Yafen who had 
gone to Beijing to appeal peacefully for the right to practise Falun Dafa.  
She grew dizzy from the beating and lost her vision.  After she fainted, 
they reportedly used an electric baton to shock her.  She was hit with a 
shoe and kicked in the knees.  On 13 July 2000 she was fired from the 
Communist Party committee of Sanhe power plant.  She was also asked to 
pay a fine of 5,000 yuan renminbi by the police.  In order for her to be 
allowed to return home her family gave Zan Qingcai, head of Yanjiao 
Police Department, 2,000 yuan renminbi.  It is reported that Liu Yalu also 
extorted 1,000 yuan renminbi from them.  He said it was to pay Beijing 
officials.  Hao Yafen’s work unit deducted her wages and bonus; 

(xi) Xu Wenjun was reportedly arrested in November 1999.  She was 
detained at three different locations.  At the First Detention Centre of 
Nanchang, she started a hunger strike to protect her Falun Gong books.  
She was reportedly beaten by the guards and her hands and feet were 
shackled together.  As a result she could not take care of herself, nor could 
she walk or sleep.  Later, Xu Wenjun was transferred to the Second 
Detention Centre where she started a second hunger strike because her 
detention period was eight months longer than that stipulated by law.  Her 
family finally bailed her out after 10 days.  Xu Wenjum was arrested again 
less than one month later.  She was reportedly sentenced to three years’ 
imprisonment on 1 September 2000; 

(xii) Huang Liqiong was reportedly arrested after going to Beijing to appeal 
for Falung Gong on 25 October 1999.  She was detained in the Third 
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Detention Centre of Nanchang, Jiangxi, for 24 days.  According to reports 
she has been detained three times in one year.  Finally she was sentenced 
to three years of forced labour; 

(xiii) Chen Ying, aged 18, from Jiamusi, Heilongjiang province, went to 
Beijing to appeal to the central Government at the beginning of August 
and was arrested.  According to information received, during the journey 
back to Heilongjiang, the police allegedly threatened and tortured her.  
She was reported to have jumped off the train and killed.  The family were 
informed on 25 October 1999; 

(xiv) On 27 September 1999 Zhao Jinhua, aged 42, from  Zhaoyuan city in 
Shandong province, was reportedly arrested by the Zhangxing county 
police, together with four other Falun Gong practitioners, Wang Fenglan
from Yujia village in Shiduitou, Ma Yufeng from Xiaojiajia and Zhan 
Keyun and Wang Haohong from Heya village.  All five were detained in 
the same room of the local police station.  They were reportedly tortured 
by the policemen for refusing to denounce Falun Gong.  They were 
deprived of sleep.  On the night of 1 October 1999, policemen reportedly 
came in and began to beat the prisoners with fists and with rubber clubs.  
They allegedly struck Wang Fenglan with the club, wrapped her up with a 
telephone cord from an old-style rotary telephone and sent current through 
the line until she lost consciousness.  They allegedly hit Zhao Jinhua with 
a rubber club, then dragged her to the office and shocked her with the 
telephone.  As she was being tortured, they repeatedly asked her if she 
would stop practising Falun Gong.  Zhao Jinhua fainted and she was taken 
to a local hospital for emergency treatment, after which she was taken 
back to the police station.  It is reported that Zhao Jinhua felt pressure in 
her chest and the right side of her body felt numb.  She felt a great deal of 
pain all over her body.  There was blood in her urine, pain in both of her 
legs, and she was unable to eat.  Her body was black and blue from the 
waist down.  The police reportedly did not take any further action to help 
her.  At 16.00 hours on 7 October 1999, Zhao Jinhua fainted again.  The 
police took her to the emergency room at the local hospital; but she 
stopped breathing while medical personnel were doing an 
electrocardiogram.  According to information received, the autopsy report 
showed that there were multiple wounds on her body and subcutaneous 
bleeding.  The report concluded that she had died from being beaten with 
a blunt object.  According to information received, the perpetrators were 
not punished.  Instead, the authorities reportedly investigated those 
practitioners who had disclosed the death of Ms. Zhao to the public.  On 
20 November 1999, practitioners Li Nanying and Chen Shihuan were
sentenced to three years of forced labour education allegedly for revealing 
the truth of Ms. Zhao’s death to the public; 

(xv) Dong Buyun, aged 36, from Lanshan district, Linyi city, Shandong 
province.  Dong Buyun went to Beijing to appeal on 20 July 1999.  She 

- 106 -



E/CN.4/2001/73/Add.1
page 12 

was reportedly arrested in Beijing and escorted back by the police of 
Lanshan district on 20 September 1999.  She was placed in the custody of 
the school where she worked, and detained in an office on the second 
floor.  She was told to denounce Falun Gong but she refused.  On the 
second day, her family was informed that she had jumped out of the 
window and had been killed.  Her body was cremated before noon; 

(xvi) Chen Zixiu, aged 59, from Beiguan Xujia Xiaozhuang, Weicheng district, 
Weifang city, Shandong province.  She was picked up at Weifang railway 
station on the way to Beijing to make an appeal to the authorities.  She 
was taken to Chenguan subdistrict office in Weicheng city and detained 
there for “re-education”.  Chen Zixiu allegedly died in custody at 
Chenguan subdistrict office and her body was transferred to the municipal 
hospital at 9.00 hours on 21 February 2000.  At 19.30 hours, the public 
security summoned her family to Jinhai Hotel in Weifang city and 
confined them there.  The family was allowed to see the body on 
22 February.  According to reports Chen Zixiu’s mouth was stained with 
blood, her teeth were battered and broken, her abdomen distended.  Her 
lower body bore massive bruises, and her legs were also swollen;  

(xvii) The mother of Fu Xiaojuan, aged 56, from Gaoan, Jiangxi province, 
went to Beijing on a tourist trip on 14 September, 1999 and was arrested at 
her hotel in Xida (or Xidan) Street.  She was detained in the Liaison 
Office of Yichun, Jiangxi province, in Beijing.  It is reported that in order 
to avoid prosecution she tried to escape through the window at 3.00 hours 
on 16 September 1999, fell and was killed; 

(xviii) Yu Xiangme, aged 35, from Changshou county of Chongqing, Sichuan 
province, went to Beijing to appeal, was arrested in early November 1999 
and detained at the Chongqing Liaison Office in Beijing.  She tried to 
escape through the window, fell and was killed; 

(xix) Li Guihua, aged 47, from Jiangbei, Jiangbei district of Chongqing, 
Sichuan province.  She went to Beijing to appeal and was arrested in late 
October 1999.  She reportedly died while in detention in Chongqing 
Liaison Office in Beijing.  The police department informed her husband 
and he went to Beijing to identify her and then her body was cremated.  It 
is reported that the police threatened her husband not to reveal any 
information about her death; 

(xx) Gong Baohua, aged 35, from Liudian village, Pinggu county, Beijing, 
went to Beijing on 17 June 2000 to appeal for Falun Gong and was 
reportedly intercepted by police at Dongzhimen bus station, along with 
seven other Falun Gong practitioners . After they were taken back to the 
local police station, six of them were allegedly brutally beaten by police.  
Among them, Ms. Gong suffered the most.  Medical examination in 
Yukou clinic afterwards showed that the bridge of her nose was broken.  
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The police sent Ms. Gong and other practitioners to the county detention 
centre.  To defend their rights, Ms. Gong and other practitioners went on a 
hunger strike.  On 25 June 2000 at around 20.00 hours the guards 
allegedly force-fed Gong through her nose, despite the fact that it was 
broken.  According to reports, after returning to the cell, her face was pale, 
her chest felt numb and she suspected that the guards might have inserted 
the feeding tube incorrectly during the force-feeding. About 10 minutes 
later, she lost consciousness.  Her inmates are said to have called the 
guards, but nobody answered.  After some time Gong regained 
consciousness.  Guards finally came and took Gong for emergency 
treatment. She was sent back to detention on the morning of 26 June 2000, 
where her condition continued to deteriorate.  On the morning of 
27 June 2000, other inmates urged the guards to take Ms. Gong for 
another medical examination. At around 10.00 hours, the detention centre 
clinicians agreed to send her to the hospital.  At around 21.00 hours that 
evening, Gong Baohua was pronounced dead in the hospital;  

(xxi) Zhang Yuzhen, aged 46, of Hegang city, Heilongjiang province.  At the 
beginning of February, the local police reportedly detained Ms. Zhang in 
Lulinshan detention centre in Hegang city, in order to prevent her from 
going to Beijing to appeal for Falun Gong.  In April, she was transferred 
to the first detention centre of Hegang city.  Ms. Zheng went on hunger 
strike for five days and she was beaten many times while in custody.  She 
was released at the beginning of May, allegedly because she was very ill 
because of the long-term mistreatment in the detention centres.  She 
reportedly had to stay in bed after she was released, and died on 
20 June 2000; 

(xxii) Sun Shuqin, aged 58, from Hegang city, Heilongjiang province.  In 
January 2000, Ms. Sun and another practitioner went to the Beijing Public 
Security Ministry to appeal for Falun Gong.  On 24 January 2000, she was 
reportedly sent to the Hegang detention centre.  On 14 February, she was 
transferred to the Yingbei county jail.  She went on a hunger strike for 
four days in April.  She reportedly died in custody in the Yingbei county 
jail on 27 April 2000;

(xxiii) An Xiukun, aged 49, from Hengshui city.  An Xiukun was reportedly 
removed from her post and was fined 2,800 yuan renminbi for practising 
Falun Gong.  According to information received, An Xiukun went to the 
Beijing Public Security Ministry to appeal on 21 May 2000.  She was 
escorted back and detained in the Education Committee Guest House.  On 
24 May, An Xiukun was given 15 days of administrative detention.  
An Xiukun refused to sign the paperwork for her detention, and declared 
that she would reserve her right to appeal.  She was sent to the Lubei 
Administrative Detention Centre.  On 25 May, the second day of her 
detention, An Xiukun was cuffed with a special type of handcuff 
nicknamed “bull’s nose”, for refusing to copy the rules of the detention 
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centre.  An Xiukun started a hunger strike.  On 6 June, An Xiukun lost 
consciousness.  At 22.00 hours, An Xiukun was sent to the county hospital 
where she died at 7.30 hours on 11 June 2000,  

(xxiv) Miu Qun, from Qu county, Dazhou city, Sichuan province.  Miu Qun 
went to Beijing to appeal for Falun Gong in January 2000.  She was 
reportedly taken back by local police and detained in the local detention 
centre.  While in custody, she went on a hunger strike to defend her right 
to practise Falun Gong.  The police force-fed her through the nose via a 
plastic tube.  During the process of force-feeding, the police allegedly 
inserted the tube into her lung by mistake.  She died shortly afterwards in 
custody; 

(xxv) Yin Shuyun, aged 46, from Changchun city, Jilin province.  During the 
annual session of National People's Congress, Ms. Yin went to Beijing to 
petition the Government to stop persecution of Falun Gong.  She 
reportedly died in detention at the Heizuizi labour camp due to 
ill-treatment;  

(xxvi) Yao Baorong, aged 52, from Anning district, Lanzhou city, Gansu 
province. Ms. Yao was arrested on 17 May 2000 at home.  It is reported 
that she died in custody in the afternoon of 19 May 2000.  The cause of 
her death was unclear.  It was said that she died after falling from the fifth 
floor of the local police station.  It is reported that the police cremated her 
body secretly at 2.50 hours on 23 May 2000.  To block the news, the 
police allegedly arrested 20 practitioners  ;

(xxvii) Mei Yulan, aged 44, from Chaoyang district, Beijing.  On 13 May 2000, 
Ms. Mei was arrested while practising Falun Gong exercises outside her 
house.  She went on a hunger strike to defend her rights.  On 
17 May 2000, three days into her hunger strike, she was allegedly 
force-fed by another inmate who had no medical skills.  After she got back 
to her cell, she said she had a headache and she started to vomit blood.  
The guard, whose surname was Sun, allegedly refused to send her for 
emergency treatment.  She died in custody on 23 May 2000. Five
practitioners who knew the circumstances of her death were reportedly
sent to the detention centre on 26 May;  

(xxviii) Wang Xiuying, aged 45, from Harbin city, Heilongjiang province.  On 
13 May 2000, Ms. Wang was arrested as she was practising Falun Gong 
exercises in Tiananmen Square.  She was reportedly detained in the 
Jiaomen detention centre of Chongwen district.  According to information 
received, after three days of hunger strike, four men pushed her to the 
ground and force-fed her through the nose.  She was force-fed with 
high-density salt water five times within nine days.  On 22 May 2000, she 
lost consciousness and died in custody at 19.00 hours that day; 
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(xxix) Sun Xiuqing, in her 50s, from Hegang city, Heilongjiang province. 
Ms. Sun was reportedly detained in the Luobei detention centre before the 
Chinese New Year (4 February 2000). She died suddenly at the end of 
April 2000 in custody.  The police allegedly cremated her body 
immediately without informing her family;  

(xxx) Li Yanhua, aged 45, from  Nanchang city, Jiangxi province. Ms. Li had 
gone to Beijing twice in October 1999 attempting to petition the regime to 
stop its persecution of Falun Gong practitioners.  She was reportedly 
detained for 10 days and later, she was detained again for more than one 
month.  After that, she was sentenced to two years of forced labour on 
7 January 2000 without a trial, and was detained in the Women’s Drug 
Treatment Centre (also called labour camp) of Nanchang city.  Li Yanhua 
and other detained practitioners started a hunger strike.  Later, the camp 
guards tied them up and took them to hospital.  According to information 
received, the medical examination showed that Li Yanhua was in serious 
condition.  Her internal organs were atrophied and damaged.  The labour 
camp informed her family to come and pick her up.  Li Yanhua died at 
around 18.00 hours on 13 April, within two hours of arriving home; 

(xxxi) Zhang Shuqi, aged 52, from Xicheng district, Beijing.  On 
26 December 1999, Ms. Zhang was reportedly arrested when attempting 
to attend the trial of four Falun Gong members at the Intermediate 
People’s Court of Beijing.  She was sent to Chang-qiao police station.  
The next day, she was transferred to the detention centre of the Xi-cheng 
police department.  On the afternoon of 14 January 2000, the police 
station suddenly informed her family members to come and pick her up.  
After returning home, Ms. Zhang fainted, vomited and lost consciousness. 
She was immediately sent to the Beijing University Hospital for 
emergency treatment.  However, she could not recover and died at 
21.50 hours on 15 January; 

(xxxii) Zhu Shaolan, aged 50, from Jinzhou, Liaoning province.  On 
28 September many practitioners in Jinzhou, collected signatures for a 
letter appealing for their freedom to practise Falun Gong.  It is reported 
that as a result, many were arrested.  To voice their concerns over the 
injustice, more than 40 practitioners     started fasting on 29 September.
Ms. Zhu was one of them.  She became very weak two days later and 
started vomiting on the fourth day.  The Raoyang local police sent her to 
the hospital on 5 October, and she died in the hospital in the morning of 
7 October 1999; 

(xxxiii) Au Xiangmei, aged 35, from Changshou county of Chongqing, Sichuan 
province.  She was arrested in Beijing in November 1999 and was 
detained afterwards in the Chongqing Liaison Office in Beijing.  It is 
reported that while trying to escape through a window, she fell and died; 
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(xxxiv) Xia Wei, aged 43, from Guanyinqiao, Jiangbei district of Chongqing, 
Sichuan province.  She went to Beijing to appeal and was arrested in early 
November 1999 and was detained afterwards in the Chongqing Liaison 
Office in Beijing.  She reportedly tried to escape through the window, but 
fell and died.  Police allegedly told her husband not to reveal any 
information about the case. 

17. According to information received, on 6 May 2000, 12 practitioners were sent to the 
Mental Hospital of Jiaozhou (also called Jiaozhou Psychological Recovery Centre), located at 
Yangzhou Road, Jiaozhou, Shandong province, for having gone to Beijing to appeal or 
continuing to practise Falun Gong.  On 6 October 2000 a few were released but the majority are
still reportedly being detained in the hospital.  According to reports, they would only be released 
if they pledged that they would not appeal for Falun Gong, would not practise Falun Gong any
more, and pay a fine of several thousand yuan.  Reports have been received of various forms of 
ill-treatment including being forced to take medicines and receive injections, after which the 
practitioners would feel weak.  They were also reportedly given electric shock treatment.  In 
particular, the Special Rapporteur has received information concerning the following individual 
cases:

 (a) Zhou Caixia.  It is reported that after being on hunger strike for four days in the 
detention centre of Jiaozhou, she was taken to the mental hospital on 4 June 2000.  She was 
allegedly forced to endure shots, medicines and other treatment designed for treating mental 
patients;

(b) Kuang Bencui.  On 14 February, Ms. Kuang went to Beijing to appeal for 
Falun Dafa.  According to information received, she was arrested and sent to the Jiaozhou 
Liaison Office in Beijing and detained for one night.  The next morning, her work unit in 
Qingdao took her to the mental hospital of Jiaozhou city.  Ms. Kuang was reportedly detained in 
the mental hospital for two months and had been treated like a mental patient.  She was allegedly 
forced to take medicine and have injections.  She was force-fed three times a day, with the 
dosage increased from one tablet a time to six tablets a time.  After two months, her family 
members bailed her out; 

(c) Tan Guihua.  According to information received, on 12 September 1999, 
Ms. Tan went to Beijing to appeal for Falun Gong.  On her return officers from her work unit 
and the Politics and Law Commission broke into her home and took her to the mental hospital of 
Jiaozhou.  As Ms. Tan refused to take an injection, a nurse and eight mental patients held her 
down and gave her the injection.  She was reportedly asked daily whether she would continue to 
practise Falun Gong.  When she replied in the affirmative the doctor gave her electric shock 
treatment.  For a two-month period she was reportedly force-fed with medicines and given 
injections three times a day.  It is alleged that the doctors also experimented on her with a new 
imported drug which had various side effects.  Inter alia, she stopped menstruating and suffered 
memory loss. 

18. It is reported that at the beginning of December 1999, under a variety of fabricated 
charges, policemen from the Chengguan police station in Fangshan district of Beijing arrested 
52 Falun Gong practitioners , the majority of whom were women, including:

 *

 *
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Liu Wen (sex unkown), Wang Shuzhen (female), Chen Shumei (female),
Yang Xuehua (unknown), Yang Xiuru (female), Liu Shengzhi (unknown),
Xu Shufen (female), Wang Yingyuan (female), Zhang Yuzhen (female),
Zhang Shihong (female), Cao Xiufen (female), Ren Shufen (female), Bai Xiulian 
(unknown), Jiang Xianglian (female), Su Fengxia (female), Yang Fenglian (female),
Liu Yuxiang (female), Zhao Guomin (unknown), Jiang Shufen (female), Li Wanfeng
(unknown), Shi Zhiguo (male), Hu Yajing (female), Song Zhenlan (female),
Cui Hongxia (female), Liu Shuying (female), Yu Huanfeng (female), Li Xiujuan 
(female), Fan Xiuzhen (female), Zhang Cuihua (female), Li Huixin (unknown),
Xu Hemin (male), Su Xiurong (female), Chen Shuling (female), Niu Shuzhen 
(female), Jiang Jingfang (female), Liu Chunhua (female), Liu Fengxia (female),
Wang Xiuhui (female), He Guizhen (female), Yang Shufang (female), Liu Zhixia
(female), Li Ruilian (female), Li Huiyun (unknown), Cui Xiuzhen (female),
Liu Shuxin (female).

19. It is reported that the police station sent all of them to the Zhoukoudian Psychiatric
Hospital, Fangshan district, Beijing, without any legal or medical procedures, allegedly in order 
to prevent them from going to Beijing to appeal during the period of the return of Macau to
Chinese rule.  They reportedly demanded every practitioner to pay between 800 and 1,000 yuan
renminbi. It was said that it was up to the chief police officer in the police station when these
practitioners were to be released.  All 52 practitioners were reportedly released on 21-22 January
after their family members paid the money.

Observations

20. The Special Rapporteur recognizes that there has been insufficient time for the
Government to respond to her letter of 19 January 2001.

21. The Special Rapporteur notes that the Special Rapporteur on the question of torture, by
letter dated 10 August 2000, transmitted individual cases of torture of female Falun Gong
practitioners to the Government.

  *

*
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China

26. On 24 January 2002, the Special Rapporteur sent a joint urgent appeal with the Special 
Rapporteurs on the question of torture, and on freedom of opinion and expression and to the 
Chairman-Rapporteur of the Working Group on arbitrary detention on behalf of 
Connie Chipkar, a Canadian Falun Gong practitioner, who had reportedly been arrested on 
Tiananmen Square, Beijing, on 23 January 2002.   

27. On 22 July 2002 the Special Rapporteur sent a joint urgent appeal with the 
Chairman-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention on behalf of female 
Falun Gong practitioners whose lives were reported to be in danger.  In particular, the Special 
Rapporteur received information on the following individual cases. 

28. Zheng Donghui, aged 30 of Changchun City, Jilin Province, is reportedly held at the 
Heizuizi Labour Camp in Changchun City.  According to information received, she has been 
beaten, tortured with shocks from electric batons, and hung by her wrists in order to force her to 
give up Falun Gong.  As a result of receiving shock treatment for an extended period of time, she 
allegedly suffers from heart problems and infections.  Her health and life are reported to be in 
danger.

29. Li Shujie, resident of Qiqihar City, Heilongjiang Province, was reportedly arrested in 
early November 2001 after police broke into her home, and took her to the Anshunlu Police 
Station.  According to reports, a group of police took turns beating her, then covered her head 
with a plastic bag, and, while suffocating her, pierced her face with needles until she fell 
unconscious.  It is reported that Li Shujie’s bones were broken, and her face and body were 
covered with bruises.  Ms. Li was then reportedly taken to the Qiqihar First Detention Center, 
Qiqihar City, Heilogjiang Province.  According to information received, a few days later Ms. Li 
was taken into a room for interrogation where she was again severely beaten.  As a result, her 
internal organs were allegedly injured, and she was reportedly unable to eat and move for 
five days.  The directors of the detention centre, reportedly rejected Ms. Li’s request to be 
released for medical treatment and it is alleged that one month later she was suddenly moved to 
an unknown location.

30. Liu Runling, aged 38, resident of Hebei Province, was reportedly arrested 
on 28 September 2001 and detained at the No. 1 Detention Centre, where she remains.  In 
January 2002, guards allegedly ordered several inmates to torture Ms. Liu because she refused to 
renounce Falun Gong.  According to reports, they took her to a bathroom, where she was 
stripped naked and beaten.  They reportedly inserted hair and used tissues into her vagina, and 
pierced her with needles for 40 minutes.  It is reported that this left her covered with wounds and 
needle holes, and both her breasts allegedly turned black.  

*

*

*

 *

 *
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31. Wei Tianchen, aged 45, resident of Shijiazhuang City, Hebei Province, was reportedly 
arrested and sentenced to two years forced labour after going to Beijing in May 2000 to 
appeal to the Government to stop persecuting Falun Gong.  She was reportedly released in 
November 2000 due to weakness, but was arrested again in July 2001 and sentenced to 
four years in the No. 1 Detention Centre, where she allegedly remains.  During her detention, it 
is reported that she has often been stripped and beaten for refusing to give up Falun Gong.  In 
January 2002, a police officer reportedly put shackles on Ms. Wei and ordered an inmate to pour 
icy water over her.  It is also alleged that she was forced to sleep on the icy ground for one 
month.

32. Yang Jingxin, aged 37, Lu Guifang, 50, and Zhao Yuhua, 41, residents of Weiping 
Township, Liaoning Province, allegedly went to Beijing to appeal to the Government to stop 
prosecuting Falun Gong and were reportedly arrested in Tiananmen Square on 25 April 2002.  
At the Tiananmen Square police station, they were allegedly stripped down to their underwear 
and tortured.  It is reported that the policemen handcuffed their hands to their backs and inserted 
pieces of chalk or chopsticks between their fingers.  The fingers were reportedly squeezed until 
the chalk or chopsticks were broken.  It is also alleged that the police poured hot water on 
Ms. Yang, causing her to lose consciousness and her body to become swollen.  It is reported that, 
on the same day, Ms. Yang, Ms. Lu and Ms. Zhao were sent to Masanjia Labour Camp, but were 
refused because they had become too weak.  In May 2002, they were allegedly arrested and 
resent to Masanjia Labour Camp. 

33. According to reports, Wang Guizhen, aged 52, resident of Jiamusi City, Heilongjiang 
Province, went to Beijing in December 2000 to appeal to the Government to stop persecuting 
Falun Gong.  Three policemen reportedly shocked her with electric batons while in detention at 
the Huairou County Jail in Beijing.  She allegedly went on a hunger strike to protest the 
detention, but reportedly almost died when a feeding tube was inserted into her trachea.  It is 
reported that after being released a week later she was again arrested and detained at the 
Changchun Heizuizi Labour Camp.  According to information received, she frequently received 
shocks with an electric baton and was also allegedly beaten on numerous occasions.  In addition 
numerous cuts were allegedly found on her face and neck, and her treatment is reported to have 
caused her to vomit, cough up blood and be unable to eat.  She was reportedly sent to a mental 
hospital, but her current whereabouts are said to be unknown. 

*

*

*
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China

952. China ratified the Convention on 4 November 1980, but maintains a reservation to article 
29.

Legislation

953. Article 27 of the Constitution states that women enjoy equal rights with men in all respects 
and that the State protects marriage, the family and the mother and child, family violence against 
women is reported to be quite widespread.

954. Even though China has no national law specifically targeting domestic violence, 
amendments to the Marriage Law, passed in April 2001, provide some protection against spousal 
abuse. In addition, 13 provinces and provincial cities have passed their own legislation 
addressing domestic abuse. For example, the Domestic Violence Ordinance of 1997 provides 
protection in situations of domestic violence for the residents of Hong Kong. 

955. The Law on Population and Family Planning 2002 makes China’s ‘One-Child’ Policy an 
official law. Even though it provides for the improve ment of reproductive health education and 
prohibits mistreatment of, and discrimination against women who give birth to female children, 
it severely restricts women’s enjoyment of reproductive rights.

956. In 1996 and 1997 China revised its Criminal Procedure Law and Criminal Law with the 
aim of strengthening laws against forced prostitution and the abduction of women and children. 
The new legislation contains provisions that protect women from acts of violence in their every 
day lives as well as from violence administered while in police custody.396

Policies and programmes

957. In 1996 China began to execute the third five-year plan for the publicity and education of 
the legal system.397 The plan includes education of laws regarding women, as well as the 
creation of an inspection team to periodically inspect the enforcement of the Law on the 
Protection of the Rights and Interests of Women. 

958. In July 1995 the Programme for the Development of Chinese Women was formulated with 
the participation of the State Council Working Committee on Women and Children and other 
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ministries and commissions. Local governments also formulated plans for the development of 
women during 1996 and 1997, and corresponding bodies were set up in the provinces, 
prefectures and counties. In 1998/9 four regional conferences were held to monitor and analyse 
the progress made. As part of the media component, the television programme “Half the Sky” 
deals with many topics including reproductive health, violence against women, sexual 
harassment, and women’s image in the mass media. Also in 1995, the Government launched a 
child-bearing insurance scheme for employed women that included a collective social fund to 
bear the expenses of childbearing. 

Issues of concern

959. Despite the abovementioned protective measures, violence against women remains a 
serious problem. According to a July 2000 survey by the All China Women's Federation 
(ACWF), violence occurs in 30 per cent of Chinese families, with 80 per cent of cases involving 
spousal abuse. Domestic violence is present in all socioeconomic levels, and is reportedly more 
frequent in rural areas. Although awareness of this problem seems to be growing, there are 
reportedly no shelters for victims of domestic violence.

960. Despite central Government legislation that formally prohibits the use of force to compel 
persons to submit to abortion or sterilization, the intense pressure to meet Government imposed 
family planning targets sometimes leads family-planning officials to force women to undergo 
abortions and sterilization. In addition, Genetic testing, banned since January 1995, has become a 
lucrative underground business in the country and has also led to pressure to abort female 
foetuses.

961. Women in Tibet continue to undergo hardship and are also subjected to gender-specific
crimes, including reproductive rights violations such as forced sterilization, forced abortion, 
coercive birth control policies and the monitoring of menstrual cycles. There have been many 
reports of Tibetan women prisoners facing brutality and torture in custody. 398

962. It has also been reported that China has intensified repression of the Falun Gong.
According to reports, there are numerous cases of Falung Gong practitioners facing harassment 
and torture in various areas of the country. They face extortion, prolonged detention, physical 
and psychological abuse and imprisonment. Some have died in prisons under unacceptable 
circumstances.399

963. According to statistics compiled by the World Bank, Harvard University, and the World 
Health Organization, over half of the world’s female suicides occur in China. About 500 Chinese 
women commit suicide a day, at a rate that the World Bank estimates to be five times the global 
average. The low economic and social status of women is thought to be largely to blame. 

 *
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CHINA

Communications sent 

50. On 31 August 2001 the Special Representative transmitted an allegation jointly with the 
Special Rapporteur on torture on the following cases. 

51. Wang Wanxing, a human rights activist, was reportedly forcibly removed from his 
home by public security officers and taken to Ankang Psychiatric Hospital in Beijing 
on 23 November 1999.  This followed Mr. Wanxing’s request to the authorities to hold a press 
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conference to discuss his confinement.  He was allegedly first detained in Ankang Public 
Security Hospital on 3 June 1992 after trying to unfurl a banner in Tiananmen Square 
commemorating the events of 4 June 1989.  On 19 August 1999, Wang Wanxing was reportedly 
released for a three-month trial period.  

52. Li Lanying, Chen Shihuan, Liu Jinling and Chi Yunling, four Falun Gong practitioners
from Zhaoyuan county in Shandong province, were reportedly detained in November 1999 for 
disclosing details of the death due to torture of Zhao Jinhua in October 1999.  In December 1999, 
Li Lanying and Chen Shihuan were reportedly assigned to three years’ “re-education through 
labour”, to be served in a labour camp in Zibo county, Shandong province.  

53. On 26 September 2001 the Special Representative transmitted an allegation jointly with 
the Special Rapporteur on torture regarding the following cases. 

54. Mr. Lobsang Tenzin and Mr. Tenpa Wangdrak were reportedly caught, 
on 31 March 1991, while in Drapchi Prison, attempting to hand over a letter to the then 
United States Ambassador, James Lilley, who was visiting Drapchi Prison.  According to the 
information received, the letter contained in detail treatment meted out to political prisoners 
and a list of prisoners who had reportedly been tortured.  Mr. Lobsang Tenzin and 
Mr. Tenpa Wangdrak were reportedly beaten by officers of the Public Security Bureau (PSB), 
and moved to dark isolation cells. 

55. Mrs. Li Yang was reportedly arrested on 15 March 2000 and sent for one month to 
Chaoyang District Detention Centre for appealing for the rights of Falun Gong practitioners at 
the Government Central Appeal Office in Beijing.  She was reportedly held in very bad 
conditions.

56. Ms. Zhang Xuelingwas reportedly sentenced on 24 April 2000 to three years’
imprisonment in the Wangcun Labour Camp in Shandong province for collaborating with the 
enemy.  According to the information received, her arrest was connected with the appeal 
Ms. Zhang filed to seek justice for her mother, Ms. Chen Zixiu, who had allegedly been beaten
to death on 21 February 2000, while in detention, and ask for a forensic report.  It has been 
further reported that, on 20 April 2000, Ms. Zhang gave details of her mother’s death and of her 
quest for justice to the Asian Wall Street Journal.

57. On 27 September 2001 the Special Representative transmitted an allegation to the 
Government of China regarding the following cases. 

58. Jamphel Jangchup, Ngawang Phulchung, Ngawang Woeser and Ngawang Gyaltsen, 
Drepung monk members of the “Organization of Ten” were reportedly arrested by officers of the 
Public Security Bureau (PSB), on 16 April 1989, for forming a “counter-revolutionary 
organization, producing reactionary literature, which attacked the Chinese Government and 
slandered the People’s Democratic dictatorship”.  In fact, the group reportedly published a 
Tibetan translation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and had also given information 
about the human rights abuses reportedly perpetrated by the authorities.  According to the 
information received, Mr. Jangchup and Mr. Phulchung were sentenced to 19 years’ 
imprisonment and Mr. Woeser and Mr. Gyaltsen were sentenced to 17 years. 

 *

 *

 *
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59. Mr. Chu O-ming,   a Falun Gong practitioner based in Hong Kong, was reportedly arrested
on 7 September 2000 in connection with the complaint he filed, on 29 August 2000, with the 
Supreme Procuratorate of China, against Jiang Zemin, the President, Zeng Qinghong, Minister of 
the Ministry of Human Resources and Personnel, and Luo Gan, Secretary of the Political and 
Legal Committee of the State Council, for alleged persecution of Falun Gong practitioners.  To 
date, Mr. Chu’s family has still not obtained any information about his whereabouts. 

60. Ms. Teng Chunyan  , a medical doctor and Falun Gong practitioner, was reportedly
charged with “prying into State intelligence for overseas organizations” and sentenced to three
years in jail by Beijing Intermediate People’s Court, on 23 November 2000.  According to the 
information received, on 7 February 2000, Ms. Teng led foreign journalists to a village in the 
Fangshan district of Beijing, where they reportedly interviewed Falun Gong practitioners
detained in a mental hospital. In March 2000, Ms. Teng returned to Fangshan and provided a
digital camera for a man to take pictures of the detained Falun Gong members to document their 
detention and hunger strike.  She later reportedly forwarded the pictures to foreign news 
organizations by e-mail.

61. On 8 and 12 March 2001, the local police reportedly arrested He Kechang, 
Ran Chongxin, Jiang Qingshan and Wen Dingchun, four farmers, who were planning to go to 
Beijing in early March 2001 to present a petition to the Government complaining that local 
officials had embezzled funds intended to pay for resettling them.  According to the information 
received, the four farmers are among thousands of people whose homes will be flooded by the 
Three Gorges Dam, a giant reservoir that is reportedly planned to be operational in the centre of 
Gaoyang in 2003.  All four of them were reportedly held in the Yunyang county police Detention 
Centre, charged with disturbing the social order, leaking State secrets and maintaining illicit 
relations with a foreign country. 

Observations 

62. The Special Representative regrets that at the time of the finalization of this report the 
Government had not transmitted any reply to her communications. 

 *

 *
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China

Communications sent
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80. On 16 September 2002, the Special Representative transmitted an urgent
appeal together with the Chairman-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention and the Special Rapporteur on the question of torture regarding Dr. Wan
Yanhai, the founder and coordinator of the AIZHI (AIDS) Action Project. Dr. Wan 
Yanhai was reportedly taken into detention to a secret place by State security
authorities on 24 August 2002. According to the information received, Dr. Wan
Yanhai’s detention may be related to his activities in favour of human rights and to
the alleged publication on the Internet of information on the spread of HIV/AIDS
through unsanitary practices in the collection of blood in Henan province. Prior to his 
disappearance and reported detention by State authorities, Dr. Wan Yanhai was
allegedly under surveillance by plainclothes police. The AIZHI Action Project was
reportedly forced to move out of its offices when its partner institute was allegedly
obliged by authorities to stop cooperating with the group. According to the
information received, Dr. Wan Yanhai was not given the possibility of contacting his
family and friends or to be represented by legal counsel of his choice. 

81. On 9 October 2002, the Special Representative transmitted a communication
regarding the following cases.

82. Li Wangyang, an advocate for many years of labour rights in China, has
reportedly been arrested and imprisoned in the past because of his human rights work. 
During his imprisonment he is reported to have developed medical problems.
Following his release Li Wangyang is reported to have petitioned the Government to 
cover his medical costs and to have publicized his predicament among human rights
groups. It is allegedly for this reason that on 29 September 2001, he is reported to 
have been sentenced to a further 10 years of imprisonment by the People’s
Intermediate Court of Shaoyang. Officially, he was reportedly convicted of incitement
to subvert State power. 

83. Zhang Shanguang, an advocate of workers’ rights, was reportedly arrested on 
28 August 1998 and sentenced to 10 years’ imprisonment on 27 December 1998,
allegedly after having given interviews to foreign organizations in which he
reportedly related information about a kidnapping case in Xupu County. This
information was allegedly described by authorities as “intelligence” information, even
though it was reportedly widely known among inhabitants of the area. Zhang
Shanguang is reportedly continuing to serve his sentence in the Hunan No.1 prison. In
March 2001, he is reported to have signed a petition, along with other inmates,
alleging serious human rights violations inside the prison. He was allegedly beaten as
a result. 

84. On 30 November 1998, Qin Yongmin, an activist and author, was allegedly
accused of “incitement to subvert State power” after founding the China Human
Rights Observer and for his role in establishing the China Democracy Party. It is
alleged that he was sentenced to 12 years of imprisonment after his trial on 17
December 1998. 

85. On 24 May 2002, Yoko Kaneko was reportedly arrested after having
distributed material allegedly disclosing human rights violations committed against *
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Falung Gong practitioners in Tiananmen Square. It is reported that Yoko Kaneko was 
taken to the Haidian District Public Security Branch and has been detained since then. 

86. Shan Lihua was reportedly arrested and detained twice by the police during
trips to Beijing to appeal to the Government to stop violating the human rights of
Falung Gong practitioners. On 10 February 2000, she was reportedly arrested by
police officers from the Weishui Town Police Station while she was doing Falung
Gong exercises. In October 2002, she was reportedly sentenced to three years of
imprisonment for having written letters about the human rights conditions of Falung
Gong practitioners. 

87. In September 1999, Rebiya Kadeer, a prominent advocate of women’s rights 
and the rights of the Uighur ethnic group, was reportedly charged with “providing
secret information to foreigners” after being arrested in August 1999 as she entered a 
hotel to discuss human rights with United States congressional staff visiting China. It
is alleged that, in March 2000, Rebiya Kadeer was sentenced to eight years of
imprisonment. In August 2002, grave concerns were expressed about her health. 

88. In November 1999, Jiang Qisheng, an adovate of the rights of 4 June
Tiananmen victims, was reportedly sentenced to four years’ imprisonment and one
year’s deprivation of political rights for “incitement to subvert State power.” On 15
April 1999, Jiang Qisheng reportedly circulated an open letter calling on the Chinese 
people to mark the tenth anniversary of the June massacre with peaceful acts, such as 
lighting candles inside houses. Further, on 17 May 1999, Jiang Qisheng reportedly
issued a personal appeal on behalf of Cao Jiahe, the Dongfang magazine editor who 
was allegedly detained and tortured for collecting signatures to mark the 4 June
anniversary.

89. Li Hai, a human rights activist, was reportedly jailed in 1995 for having made 
public a list of individuals sentenced to prison terms for their participation in the 1989 
demonstrations in Beijing. Li Hai was allegedly convicted of “prying into and
gathering the following information about people sentenced for criminal activities in
1989: name, age, family situation, crime, length of sentence, location of
imprisonment, treatment while imprisoned.” It is alleged that, according to the court’s
verdict, this information constituted “high-level State secrets”. Li Hai’s appeal was
reportedly rejected by the Beijing No. 2 Intermediate Court on 13 March 1997. Li
Hai’s detention was judged to be arbitrary by the Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention.

90. Ding Zilin (f), an activist whose son was reportedly executed in Tiananmen
Square on 4 June 1989, has reportedly been under strict surveillance and has been
detained on several occasions. Since 1989, Ding Zilin has been documenting the list
of those wounded and killed during the Tiananmen Square events and distributing
financial aid to victims’ families. It is reported that in 2000, the group of so called
“Tiananmen Mothers” to which Ding Zilin belongs issued a petition demanding the
right to mourn peacefully in public, the right to accept humanitarian aid, the end to the 
persecution of the victims of the events of 4 June 1989 and a full public accounting of 
the events which took place on that date. It is reported that Ding Zilin’s bank account 
has been frozen to prevent her from receiving funds to assist families of victims.

**
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91. On 10 October 2002, the Special Representative together with the Special
Rapporteur on the question of torture, transmitted a communication regarding Li
Qun. On 13 March 2000, Li Qun is alleged to have written a letter to the Office of
Appeal of Nanjing City government calling on the Government to respect the rights of
Falun Gong practitioners allegedly being confined and forcibly given harmful drugs in
the Nanjing Psychiatric Hospital. According to the information received, in reaction to 
her letter, Li Qun was herself taken to the psychiatric hospital, where she was
allegedly force-fed psychotropic drugs, with apparent damage to her brain. It is
alleged that Li Qun’s relatives have been refused access to her.

Communication received

92. By letter dated 28 November 2002, the Government informed the Special
Representative that Dr. Wan Yanhai was detained by members of the Beijing State
Security Bureau on suspicion of unlawfully transmitting State secrets abroad. The
Government clarified that the detainee had requested in writing that his family should
not be notified of his detention and voluntarily renounced his rights to legal counsel. 
The Government further indicated that given the fact that he had acknowledged his
guilt, he was granted a discharge on 20 September 2002. The Government assured the 
Special Representative that Dr. Wan Yanhai had not been subjected to ill-treatment
while in detention and that he was currently in good health. 

Observations

93. The Special Representative thanks the Government for its reply. However, she 
remains concerned that the actions for which Dr. Wan Yanhai was accused are among 
those protected by the Declaration on human rights defenders. She is concerned,
further, at the Government’s information indicating that he did not wish his family to
be notified of his detention and that he renounced his right to legal counsel. The
Special Representative regrets that, at the time of completion of the present report she 
had not yet received responses to her other communications. She notes, however, that 
an additional reponse was received from the Government prior to publication of this 
report but that insufficient time was available for the Chinese text original to be
translated and for the response to be incorporated here.

*
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China

Communications sent 

136. On 7 May 2001, the Special Rapporteur, jointly with the Chairman-Rapporteur of the 
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention and the Special Rapporteur on torture, sent an urgent 
appeal concerning the prolonged detention of Gao Zhan, a research fellow at the American 
University in Washington D.C.  She had been held in incommunicado detention since her 
arrest by officers of the Beijing State Security Bureau at Beijing airport on 11 February 2001.  
A spokesman for the Chinese Foreign Minister issued a statement on 28 March 2001 that she had 
been charged with accepting “missions from overseas intelligence agencies” and taking “funds 
for spying activities in mainland China”.  She was formally charged on 2 April 2001 with 
accepting money from a foreign intelligence agency and of participating in espionage activities 
in China.  It was reported that the State Security Ministry had repeatedly denied Gao Zhan’s 
lawyer’s requests for meetings.  Concerns were expressed for her health as Gao Zhan suffers 
from heart disease and other medical problems.  Her place of detention was unknown.  
Gao Zhan, a United States resident, might have been arrested in connection to her research which 
focused primarily on women’s issues, on Chinese family and on China’s relations with Taiwan.  
Gao Zhan’s husband, Xue Donghua, and their son, Andrew Xue, were also arrested 
on 11 February 2001 at Beijing airport and kept in incommunicado detention for 26 days.  
Xue Donghua, also a United States resident, and Andrew Xue, a United States citizen, were 
released and reunited on 8 March 2001 and immediately returned to the United States. 

137. On 17 May 2001, the Special Rapporteur transmitted an urgent appeal concerning a series 
of alleged arrests and detentions targeting individuals who write on the Internet.  Yang Zili, 
creator of an Internet web site www.lib.126.com, was arrested on 13 March 2001 as he was 
leaving his home in Beijing.  His place of detention was unknown and he had not been formally 
charged.  It was believed that his arrest was linked to articles he had published on Internet which 
denounced repression against Falun Gong followers and the economic problems of Chinese 
peasants.  His wife, Lu Kun, was also arrested on 13 March 2001 and, after being interrogated by 
the police regarding the activities of her husband, she was released after 48 hours.  Moreover, the 
Special Rapporter referred to the detention of Lu Xinhua for “subversion” on the basis of the law 
on the content of information published on the Internet, and of Wang Jinbo, a member of the 
China Democracy Party, arrested by police on 9 May 2001 in Junan, Shandong province, and 
accused of having published on the Internet a text libelling the local police.  Furthermore, 
Wang Sen, also a member of the China Democracy Party, was detained in Dachuan, Sichuan 
province, where he was arrested on 30 April 2001.  He was accused of having denounced on the 
Internet local trafficking in medicines.  In addition, the Special Rapporteur indicated that 
Guo Qinghai was sentenced by a court in Cangzhou on 26 April 2001 to four years in jail for 
subversion by virtue of the law on the content of news published on the Internet. 

138. On 15 August 2001, the Special Rapporteur transmitted an urgent appeal concerning a 
directive issued publicly on 8 August by the Chinese State Press and Publications Administration 
according to which publications could be summarily closed down for reporting on any one of the 
seven proscribed topics, including criticism of government policies or reporting that “harms the 
national interest”.  This directive was the latest move in a crackdown on the mainland Chinese  
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press that began intensifying in January.  Since then, several publications have been shut down 
and a number of reporters and editors have been dismissed or demoted.  Furthermore, hundreds 
of journalists have been brought to Beijing to meet with propaganda officials in order to “study 
publicity directions”. 

139. On 3 September 2001, the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent appeal concerning the 
sending of Liu Haofeng, a free-lance writer and journalist, to a labour camp where he could 
stay for up to three years without formal charges or trial.  Liu Haofeng was secretly arrested in 
March 2001 in Shangai.  Liu Haofeng was accused by the Shangai Re-education through Labour 
Committee of “endangering national security” for having published under various pen names on 
the Internet a policy paper and an essay on the dissident China Democratic Party as well as on 
the current situation of China’s peasants.  Liu Haofeng was also accused of trying to form an 
illegal organization, the “China Democracy Party Joint Headquarters, Second Front”.  

140. On 25 October 2001, jointly with the Special Rapporteur on torture, the Special 
Rapporteur sent an urgent appeal regarding the arrest of Huang Guodong  , a 51-year-old resident 
of Mudanjiang city, Heilongjiang province, and his son in February 2001 on the charge of having
printed and distributed Falun Gong flyers.  They were taken to the Nanshan police station of 
Tielinghe in Mudanjiang city, where the police are said to have tied them up and to have beaten
them violently for a whole day and night.  Huang Guodong was subsequently transferred to 
Mudanjiang detention centre, where he was subjected to periodic torture by three police officers,
whose names are known to the Special Rapporteurs.  As a result of the torture, Huang Guodong
became incontinent and has not been able to take in any food since 10 October 2001. 

141. On 30 October 2001, the Special Rapporteur transmitted an urgent appeal, jointly with 
the Special Rapporteur on torture, concerning the following allegations.  On 25 December 2000, 
Zhang Maoxing  and his eldest daughter, Zhang Juan  , went to Beijing to appeal to the 
Government to stop the persecution of the Falun Gong.  They were arrested together there and 
escorted back to the Jiujiang county detention centre in Jiangxi province. Zhang Maoxing had
suffered severe beating in the detention centre and was tortured to death on 25 January 2001.
Even after Mr. Zhang’s death, the police did not lessen its persecution against his family.
Indeed, the police did not allow Mr. Zhang’s wife to see her husband for the last time. Likewise,
Zhang Maoxing’s brother and his 10-year-old son were allowed to see his body, but only very
briefly before it was hastily cremated.  They saw that the body had dark bruises all over, and was
still shackled to an iron bed when it was carried away from the hospital for cremation.

142. On 1 November 2001, the Special Rapporteur transmitted a communication regarding the
sentencing on 11 September 2001 of Zhu Ruixiang, a former Chinese television editor who used 
a Hong Kong-based Internet site to e-mail political articles to his friends, to three years’ 
imprisonment on charges of subversion.  In the same communication, the Special Rapporteur 
referred to the detention of Lu Xinhua, arrested in mid-March 2001 in Wuhan, Hubei province.  
This arrest could be linked to articles written by Mr. Lu about rural unrest and official corruption 
which appeared on various overseas Internet news sites.  On 20 April 2001, Mr. Lu was charged 
with subversion, a charge frequently used against journalists who write about politically sensitive 
subjects.

 *

 *
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China

Communications sent

107. On 24 January 2002, the Special Rapporteur sent jointly with the Special Rapporteurs on 
torture and on violence against women and the Chairman-Rapporteur of the Working Group on 
Arbitrary Detention, an urgent appeal concerning Connie Chipkar, a 61-year-old Canadian 
Falun Gong practitioner, who was reportedly arrested on Tiananmen Square on 23 January 2002 
because she wore a sash that read "Falun Gong" and "SOS" and had begun to practise Falun 
Gong exercises. According to the information received, she was immediately arrested by a 
uniformed police officer and some police officers in civilian clothes, put into a police van and 
driven away in an unknown location.

108. On 25 February 2002, the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent appeal jointly with the 
Special Rapporteur on torture concerning Xu Zerong, a research associate professor at the 
Southeast Asia Institute of the Zhongshan University in Guangzhou, who was reportedly arrested 
on 24 June 2000 and charged on 25 July 2000 in connection with “the illegal publication of books 
and periodicals since 1993”, for which he was reportedly sentenced in January 2002 by a 
Shenzhen Court to 13 years in prison (three years for “economic crimes” and 10 years on charges 
of “leaking state secrets” in connection with his alleged use of classified documents concerning

 *
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Chinese military operations during the 1950-53 Korean war). Mr. Zerong was reportedly 
detained incommunicado for the 18 months leading up to his trial and his place of detention at the 
time the urgent appeal was sent was allegedly unknown. It was reported that Mr. Zerong
appealed his sentence.

109. On 9 April 2002, the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent appeal jointly with the Special 
Rapporteur on torture concerning information they received about the arrest of four workers' 
representatives, Yao Fuxin, Xiao Yunliang, Pang Qingxiang, and Wang Zhaoming, who were 
reportedly charged with “illegal assembly and demonstration” for their part in organizing protests in 
Liaoyang City, Lianing province, during which up to 30,000 workers demonstrated in March 
against layoffs, alleged management corruption and insufficient severance pay. The Special 
Rapporteurs indicate in their communication that Yao Fuxin, who was detained incommunicado 
from 17 to 31 March – when he was allowed to call his family but not to receive visits, might have 
developed a heart condition due to ill-treatment during his detention and had to be taken to 
hospital for treatment.

110. On 11 April 2002, the Special Rapporteur sent an urgent appeal jointly with the Special 
Rapporteur on torture on the case of approximately 20 Falun Gong practitioners  in Changchun 
City, Jilin Province, including Mr. Liang Zhenxing, Mr. Liu Chengjun, Ms. Zhou Runjun, 
Mr. Lei Ming, Mr. Zhao Jian, Mr. Yun Qinglin and Ms. Li Yanmei, who have reportedly 
been detained during a security crackdown in Changchun City and charged with having tapped 
into the signal of eight major television stations, on 5 March 2002, in order to broadcast footage 
exposing the Chinese Government's alleged persecution campaign against Falun Gong 
practitioners. Reports also seem to indicate that local police officials have said that 15 other 
people have been arrested in connection with the same broadcast, without giving details about 
their names or whereabouts and that an official from the Changchun Re-education Through 
Labour Bureau has indicated that between 100 and 200 people have been detained since the 
broadcast and would probably be sent to a labour camp for between one to three years. 

111. On 28 May 2002, the Special Rapporteur sent another urgent appeal jointly with the 
Special Rapporteur on torture concerning workers’ representatives Yao Fuxin, Xiao Yunliang,
Pang Qingxiang and Wang Zhaoming, who were reportedly still held in detention, although 
according to the information received, Yao Fuxin is believed to be seriously ill possibly due to ill-
treatment. On 11 April 2002, his wife was reportedly allowed to visit him, for the first time since 
his arrest, at the Tieling City Detention centre, in northeastern China and she reported that he may 
have suffered several minor strokes since his detention, although he had no prior history of 
cardiovascular disease, and that he may not have received appropriate medical care. The 
communication also referred to Gu Baoshu, an activist involved in demonstrations, who was
reportedly forcibly taken from his home on 16 April, severely beaten by the police and released 
after several hours of interrogation. He allegedly was threatened and harassed by the police 
following his demands for those responsible for his beatings to be investigated and his medical 
costs to be paid for by the Public Security Bureau. On 15 May 2002, Wang Dawei’s
whereabouts remained unknown as he has reportedly not been seen since mid-April after he 
travelled to Beijing from Liaoning Province to file a petition to the central authorities against the 
current situation at the Ferroalloy factory.

 *
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112. On 26 July 2002, the Special Rapporteur sent a communication concerning the alleged 
blocking by the Government on 1 July of the uncrypted signal transmitting BBC World through the 
Sinosat 1 satellite, following a report on BBC World about Falun Gong  broadcast on 30 June and 
1 July 2002. A spokesman for China’s international television corporation allegedly told Agence 
France Presse on 5 July that some programmes of the BBC infringed rules on the transmission of 
foreign programmes in China. 

113. The Special Rapporteur also referred to Mr. Jiang , a Chinese-born Canadian citizen 
and a freelance reporter, who was reportedly arrested on 3 June 2002 in Daqing, Heilongjiang
province, by the authorities, while he was filming a documentary about labour unrest in Daqing for 
the United States broadcaster PBS, and deported from China on 5 June, as he was accused of 
making illegal video recordings.

114. In the same communication, the Special Rapporteur referred to the case of Lee Sang-
min, a South Korean journalist, who was reportedly assaulted and beaten by the police on 13 
June 2002 in Beijing, while reporting on an incident in which Chinese security personnel forcibly 
removed a North Korean asylum-seeker who had successfully entered the South Korea consulate 
in Beijing.

115. He also brought to the attention of the authorities the case of Yoko Kaneko, of her 
husband, a Japanese citizen, and of two other Japanese Falun Gong practitioners, who had 
reportedly travelled to Beijing on 23 May 2002 to peacefully appeal for the end of the regime’s 
three-year campaign against Falun Gong practitioners. They were arrested by plainclothes police 
officers while they were walking to Tiananmen Square in the afternoon of 24 May, distributing 
Falun Gong materials that disclosed the situation of Falun Gong practitioners in China. It is alleged 
that they were taken to the Haidian District Public Security Branch, and Ms. Kaneko was 
detained and sentenced to 18 months of forced labour.

116. In the same communication, the Special Rapporteur referred to the case of Sun Guilan
and 50 other Falun Gong practitioners , who were reportedly having a Falun Gong experience-
sharing conference in Caijiapo, Qishan County, Shanxi province at the end of September 2001, 
when the police broke into the meeting place and reportedly arrested Ms. Sun and sent him to the 
Baoji City Detention Centre, where she allegedly started a hunger strike to protest. It is reported 
that she was force-fed by the military doctors of Baoji City No. 60 Hospital and suffocated to 
death because of the tube being inserted into her trachea.

117. He also brought to the attention of the Government the case of Chen Yuqing, who was 
reportedly detained on 1 October 2000 in the City No.1 Detention Centre by the Congtai District 
public security bureau, after he went to Beijing to appeal to the higher authorities for an end to the 
persecution of Falun Gong. Mr. Chen Yuqing was reportedly mistreated during his detention and
he died on 18 October 2000.

 *

 *

 *

 *
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China

Communications to the Government

101. On 14 December 1998, the Special Rapporteur sent a communication to the Government
of China concerning allegations he received concerning Mr. Li Bifeng, who was reportedly
sentenced to seven years’ imprisonment by the Mianyang People’s Court in Sichuan on a charge
of fraud following his reports on the grievance of laid-off workers to foreign organizations and
his criticism of the Communist Party in a letter to it.  It is reported that the trial of Li Bifeng
lasted only one day.  No witnesses appeared to testify against or on behalf of the defendant and
the only piece of evidence was an IOU slip that supposedly linked Li Bifeng to an embezzlement
scheme.  Further, it is alleged that prior to the trial, Li Bifeng’s lawyer had been threatened by
the police and warned that the case was complicated and that he should not offer a strong
defence on his client’s behalf.

102. On 31 May 1999, the Special Rapporteur sent a communication concerning
developments arising from the two decisions of the Court of Final Appeal of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) handed down on 29 January 1999.  These decisions,
inter alia, enabled children of Chinese nationality who were born outside Hong Kong, one of
whose parents is a HKSAR permanent resident to qualify as a HKSAR permanent resident; such
qualification was not related to the status of the parents at the time of birth or whether the child
was born within or outside marriage.  The Special Rapporteur was further informed that attempts
were made to oust the execution of these decisions, including a request to the National People’s
Congress to interpret the Basic Law.

103. On 22 November 1999, the Special Rapporteur sent a communication concerning
information he had received relating to the situation of the practitioners of Falun Gong.
According to the information received, following the Government’s ban upon the spiritual
practice on 22 July 1999, the Beijing Bureau of Justice issued on 29 July a notice setting out a
procedure for reporting all requests for consultations and legal representation relating to
Falun Gong.  The notice required all legal units, including all attorneys’ offices and Bureaux of
Justice in all counties and districts, to immediately report, tally and record all requests for
consultations and legal representation relating to Falun Gong.  The notice stipulated that no
contract for legal representation was to be signed without prior approval from the Office of Legal
Administration.

104. Furthermore, it has been alleged that Falun Gong followers have been sentenced without
trial or notification to their relatives, including Li Zhiling, Tian Xiuhua, Sui Dali, Chang Yu,
Zhang Jiezi and Zhou Ximeng , who have been sentenced to between one and three years in a
labour camp.  It is further reported that several Falun Gong followers will be facing proceedings.

Communication from the Government

105. On 24 June 1999, the Government sent a letter in reply to the Special Rapporteur’s letter
of 14 December 1998 concerning the case of Mr. Li Bifeng.  The Government informed the
Special Rapporteur that Li Bifeng had been arrested for economic crimes in April 1998.  The
Mianyang People’s Court held a public hearing during which the results of the investigation in

 *

 *
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Fifty-seventh session
Item 111 (b) of the provisional agenda*
Human rights questions: human rights questions including
alternative approaches for improving the effective
enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms

Elimination of all forms of religious intolerance

Note by the Secretary-General**

The Secretary-General has the honour to transmit to the members of the
General Assembly the interim report prepared by Abdelfattah Amor, Special
Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on freedom of religion or belief, in
accordance with General Assembly resolution 56/157 of 19 December 2001.

Interim report prepared by Abdelfattah Amor, Special
Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on
freedom of religion or belief

Summary

The Special Rapporteur is submitting the present report to the General
Assembly pursuant to resolution 56/157 of 19 December 2001.

In the present report, the Special Rapporteur deals in section I with the
communication sent to States since the publication of the most recent report to the
Commission on Human Rights and with the replies received. He also includes the
late replies of States to communication sent before the publication of the most recent
report. The Special Rapporteur then devotes section II to in situ visits and follow-up.
In section III, he describes developments with respect to follow-up of the
International Consultative Conference, held in Madrid in November 2001.

* A/57/150.
** The present report was finalized in Geneva and sent to the General Assembly Servicing Branch

before the deadline of 2 July 2002. Express transmission to Headquarters is the cause of the delay.
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15. The Special Rapporteur also expressed his
concern at the process for the re-registration of
religious groups.

16. By letter dated 26 April 2002, Azerbaijan
responded, inter alia:

“The Sumgait community of Baptist
Christians has not provided the additional
documents required for its official registration
since its incomplete filing on 27 December 2001.

“Rauf Gurbanov, Anna Gurbanova and
Taïssia Kuznetsova, who are members of this
community, nevertheless pursued their religious
activities. Arrested on 2 February 2002 while
distributing Christian publications to the
population, they were charged with the unlawful
exercise of a religious activity and then released.
The confiscated publications were returned, no
complaint or claim was filed against the police
and the medical examination they underwent
showed no sign of their being ill-treated. As to
Rauf Akifogly Gurbanov, the investigation
revealed nothing to corroborate the statements
alleging that he had been insulted and had
suffered physical violence. During the
questioning, Rauf Gurbanov and the other
members of the community said that they had not
been subjected to any unlawful act or harassment
when exercising their religious activity.”

Bangladesh

17. On 19 April 2002, the Special Rapporteur
informed the Government of Bangladesh that he had
received reports alleging that, since the elections in
October 2001, religious minorities, especially the
Hindus, had been the victims of repeated attacks. These
attacks, said to have been carried out by members of
the Bangladeshi Nationalist Party and Jamaat-e-Islami,
have reportedly caused the deaths of dozens of people.
More than 100 Hindu girls are said to have been
abducted and/or raped, including Putul Rani Das, Alo
Rani Das and Mrs. Tramoni. According to the reported
information, hundreds of families were expelled from
their land and found refuge in India, and numerous
attacks have been made against Hindu temples,
including in Sirajdikhan, Dewangonj, Akkhaura,
Betagi, Fattulah and Sirajganj.

18. The following persons are said to have been
killed: Gopal Krishna Muhuri; Sunil Das Sandhu;

Habibur Rahman Kazi; Khorshed; Suvash; Abdul
Mannan; Abdul Kashem; Sha Alam; Ansar; Mahir;
Lokman; Shariatullah; Hemayet Uddin; Mokbul
Ahmed; Azim; Mozahar; Shafiullah; Habibur Rahman;
Monir Hossain; Farid; Zakir Hossain; Rabiul Islam;
Moslemuddin; Hossain Ali Shuman; Monzer Ali Kalu;
Nur Mohammad Mallik; Enayet Sikder; Abdul Alim;
Masud; Bahar; Babu; Tajul Islam; Faruk Ahmed; Ramij
Salam; Mohammad Yasin; Kalu; Abdul Malek; Liton
Ahmed; Abdul Kalam; Shaheen; Noresh Chandra Das;
Luftor Nessae; Mohammad Yusuf; Nurunnabi; Mukter
Hossain.

19. The casualties are said to include: Anil Gomes;
Gagon Rojario; Shibnath Kirtania; Banalatha Kirtania;
Charulatha Kirtania; Nipun Kirthania; Nikhil
Kirthania; Sandhya Rani; Santosh; Dr. Subodh; Sanjib;
Binod Das; Atul Majumder; Dalim; Usha Rani; Ranjit;
Gopal Chakraaborty; Shibu Dsash Mohanta.

20. It is further alleged that in the majority of cases
no steps were taken to protect the citizens and the
victims were threatened with reprisals if they filed a
complaint. The police is said to have been informed of
the incidents and to have taken no action to find the
guilty parties and bring them to justice.

China

21. The Special Rapporteur sent two communications
to the Government of China with respect to the action
taken against the members of Falun Gong and the
sentences received by members of the Protestant South
China Church.

22. Since 1999, 361 members of Falun Gong   are said
to have died in detention, 80 of them as a result of
torture between October 2001 and January 2002,
including: Li Began, Wu Jingxia, Li Jingdong, Liu
Chunshu, Zhan Wei, Cui Dezhe, Tong Guji, Chen Biyu
and Chai Yong . It is alleged that approximately
100,000 practitioners of Falun Gong  have been
detained and more than 20,000  have been sent to forced
labour camps without any trial. Persons recently
imprisoned are said to include: Xiong Wei, Teng
Chunyan and Zhang Kunlun.

23. On 29 December 2001, five members of the
South China Church, Gong Shengliang, Li Ying, Xu
Fuming, Hu Yong and Gong Bangkun, were reportedly
given death sentences by the Intermediate People’s
Court in Jingmen city for “using an evil sect to harm
the implementation of the law”. During the same trial,

 *

 *
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* A/58/150.

- 144-



7

A/58/296

Revolutionary Organization (IMRO) and the Orthodox Church had launched a
campaign in Burgas to prevent the construction of a house of worship of Jehovah’s
Witnesses. Posters calling on people to oppose “parasitic sects” had allegedly been
displayed in the city.

28. The Special Rapporteur wishes to point out that the registration procedures
would be considered legitimate and consonant with international laws concerning
religious freedom only if they were specified by law, objective, reasonable and
transparent, and therefore did not have the aim or the result of creating
discrimination, and that any refusal of registration must be well-founded and be
subject to judicial review.

China

29. The Special Rapporteur addressed a communication to the Chinese
Government on 11 April 2003 concerning inter alia action taken against Falun Gong
members. Between June 2002 and February 2003, a number of Falun Gong members
had allegedly been arrested and sometimes tortured, or died while in detention or
shortly after their release. This is said to involve, in particular: Zhang Zhuo; Xiao
Peng; Li Xiaojing; Zhang Xiaochun; Wang Jinling; Wang Haoyun; Wu Mingfang;
Lingxia Wu; Xiao Chengrui; Chen Jianling; Song Huaping; Xiangyun Deng;
Xiaoyun Fu; Wei Chaozong; Chen Xunan; Pu Shigao; Bai Xiuhua; Wang Baoxian;
Liu Jiming; Xun Ruilin; Dong Jinlan; Deming Shen; Hongmin Li; Mi Zhongsheng;
Jiang; Jingyi Wang; Sun Jihong; Gaidi Zhu; Liao Zhaoqi; Xinzhi Gu; Liguo Jiang;
Ouyang Wei; Fengfang Yang; Yunping Bi; Zhixiang Luo; Zaixin Wei; Xiuqin Xing;
Laihe Wei; Guiqin Yang; Zhenhai Wang; Baochen Huang; Lianping Ye; Ms. Hou;
Fengwei Wang; Lin Guan; Hongye Hu; Yurong Zhou; Xingguo Song; Jianhua Liang;
Shufang Wang; Huajiang He; Cuizhen Zhang; Liu Qunying; Guanyun Yu; Jinshan
Liu; Fengxia Xiong; Zhang Quanfu; Wang Fengqin; Liu Shufen; Zhang Dezhen;
Guiying Meng; Yu Tianyong; Zhang Zhen; Lan Hu; Peng Fangjian; Liu Jie; Zhao
Xianzhong; Li Hongwei; and Ding Feng.

30. The Special Rapporteur also cited reports, concerning other Falun Gong
members, of the arrest of Charles Li, a United States citizen, and his three-year
prison sentence for attempting to interfere with radio and television programmes; of
the kidnapping of Nancy Chen , an Australian citizen, by Chinese national security
agents; of the sentencing of Yuhui Zhang  to 10 years in prison for having written
and published articles on the situation of Falun Gong members in China; and of the
sentencing of 16 persons for having demonstrated in front of the Chinese
Government liaison office in Hong Kong.

31. Concerning the situation of Tibetans, the Special Rapporteur informed the
Chinese Government of information about the arrest of five Tibetans, on 17 October
2002, in the city of Ganzi: Shamba; Tsangpo; Namgyal; Kayo Dogha; Tsering
Dorjee; and Jampal.

32. Moreover, Tibetan officials from Lhasa were said to have been threatened with
losing their pensions and/or employment if they visited the sacred site of Mount
Kailash during the Buddhist festival of Sagadawa.

33. The Special Rapporteur also reverted to the case of Tenzin Delek Rinpoche
(see paras. 19 and 20 of E/CN.4/2003/66), a professor of Tibetan religion who, in
December 2002, was reportedly sentenced to death for involvement in a series of

 *

 *
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explosions and fomenting of separatism. His aide, Lobsang Dhonhup, was also
reportedly sentenced to death.

34. Finally, the Special Rapporteur drew the attention of the Chinese Government
to a draft “anti-subversion” law submitted by the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region of the People’s Republic of China, whose vague and broad definition of
terms such as “subversive activities”, “treason” and “sedition” are allegedly likely to
undermine freedom of religion and belief.

35. In a second communication of 12 June 2003, the Special Rapporteur
transmitted information on the arrest of three monks, Tamding, Palzin and Shongdu,
and a layman, Ngodup, of the Serthar Buddhist Institute on 27 May 2003. They were
reportedly arrested in connection with their alleged involvement in an incident on 25
December 2002 related to the reconstruction of housing destroyed the previous year
by the authorities, during which there were reports of casualties and destruction of
police vehicles (see para. 21 of E/CN.4/2003/66).
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Torture Methods Used by Chinese Police

* Reprinted from The Falun Gong Report 2003, published by the Falun Gong Human Rights Working Group, March 2003. 

*



1. Forced to stand for a long time

A victim is forced to stand still, facing a wall, all day long. This punishment is
often combined with the deprivation of food, water, sleep, and the use of the
toilet. This abuse usually lasts several days. If victims can-
not hold still they will be severely beaten.

This torture has a number of variations, including:

1.1 Back Against the Wall: A victim is forced to stand or
kneel down with the back against the wall, head dropped
forward, and both hands pulled up from behind.

1.2 Standing in the “Army Corps” Posture: A victim is
forced to stand under the scorching sun. The feet are plant-
ed on the fiery ground, sometimes without shoes or socks.
Besides the agony of standing for a long time, the victim suffers sunburn.

1.3 Exhausting an Eagle: A victim is forced to stand on a tall stool. When vic-
tims fall from exhaustion, the police will viciously beat them and force them
back on to the stool.

1.4 Body-FFolding: A victim is forced to stand with both legs straight and close
together, and bend the head down as far as it will go toward the feet, in front
of the knees. The fingers point to the ground, and the head is upside down,
forcing the body into a contorted posture.

2. Forced to Sit for a Long Time

A victim is forced to sit still for a long time, often for many days. This punish-
ment is often combined with the deprivation of food, water, sleep, and the use
of the toilet. This torture can result in poor blood circulation to the lower limbs,
necrosis in the buttocks, and nerve damage from the waist down.

There are several variations of this torture, including:

2.1 Iron Chair Sitting: A victim is shackled to a chair
made of iron wires for more than a week. The wires hurt the
victim’s buttocks.

2.2 Board Sitting: A victim is forced to sit on rough wood-
en boards.

2.3 Triangle Board Sitting: Sitting on an
iron board with sharp peaks and grooves.
This often causes the victim’s hips to bleed
and fester.

3. Forced to Squat for a Long Time

A victim is forced to squat still for a long time, often for many days. This pun-
ishment is often combined with the deprivation of food, water, sleep, and the
use of the toilet. This torture can result in poor blood circulation to the lower
limbs, muscle spasms, and nerve damage.

There are several variations of this torture, including:

3.1 Riding a Horse: A victim is forced to squat down with the legs apart and
both arms raised forward parallel to the ground.

3.2 Squatting on a Square: A victim is forced to squat in a square floor brick
measuring 30 by 30 cm [approximately 1 ft. by 1 ft.] for a long time. The head
must be raised and the feet cannot cross the demarcated line. 

3.3 Squatting in a Corner: A victim is forced to a corner of a room using tables
or boards, leaving only a small space, and forced to squat down.

3.4 Squatting with Heels up: A victim is forced to squat over nails sticking
out of the ground under one’s heels, and must keep the heels raised to avoid
the nails.

4. Riding an Airplane

This was an infamous torture in China during the Cultural Revolution. A victim’s
head is bent down and hands are pulled up and stretched outwards to both
sides of the body (like the wings of an airplane). The victim is forced to stay still
in this position for a long time. This punishment is often combined with the
deprivation of food, water, sleep, and the use of the toilet.

4.1 Backing up an Airplane: This
is a variation of “riding an airplane”.
A victim must bend over while hold-
ing the legs straight. Then, with the
feet close together, the arms are lift-
ed as high as possible, with the
hands touching the wall.

5. Forced to Run for a Long Time

A victim is forced to run non-stop for over ten hours, or else suffer a harsh beat-
ing.

6. Forced to Stand Outside on a Winter Night; Forced to Stand in
Snow or on Ice with Bare Feet

A victim is forced to stay outside in the biting cold overnight, or stand in snow
or on ice. Countless Falun Gong practitioners have suffered this torture, includ-
ing women and the elderly. Some are even stripped naked.

7. Forced to Stay in Closed Chamber in the Heat of Summer

A victim is locked in a closed room with no window in the summer heat. Many
Falun Gong practitioners have suffered this torture. Sometimes the police even
pour hot water on the floor to make the chamber “steamier”.

8. Deprivation of Sleep, Food, Water; Deprivation of Use of Toilet,
Sanitary Napkins, Shower, Change of Clothes; Prohibition of Eye
Contact and Talk; Bombarded with Deafening High-PPitch Sounds,
Shined with Intense Light

Police have exploited any and every basic physiological need or sense to tor-
ture Falun Gong practitioners. Anyone not obeying will be viciously beaten.

9. Pouring Boiling Water or Icy Water over Head

This usually is the first punishment one receives in jail.
Many Falun Gong practitioners have suffered this “routine”
torture.

10. Handcuffs and Shackles

To Chinese police forces, handcuffs
and shackles are not merely devices
of mobility restraint, but also torture
equipment. Many handcuffs and
shackles that cannot be seen in other
parts of the world are used by
Chinese police: those that are very
tight and cut into wrists and ankles,
those that are self-tightening, those
that have spikes, and so on. Following are several variations of tortures with
handcuffs and shackles.

10.1 Handcuffed Behind the Back:

A victim handcuffed in this way cannot
use the bathroom, eat or sleep.

Torture Methods Used by Chinese Police
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10.2 Carrying a Sword over the Back:: A victim’s
hands are tied behind his back with one hand over the
shoulder and the other hand against the lower back.
The police then apply a great deal of force to pull the
two hands toward one another and handcuff the two
hands together. Usually, this torture causes victims to
faint in just 20 minutes. However, police handcuff prac-
titioners this way for as long as four hours.

10.3 Hell Cuff: This is a device intended for mur-
derers or death row inmates. The pliers-shaped
clasps dig into a victim’s wrists and ankles. A vic-
tim wearing a “hell cuff” cannot stand, squat,
move, or sleep.

10.4 The Foot Shackle Combined with Handcuffs:
One of a victim’s hands is handcuffed to the other
hand between the legs. The shackle weighs over
20 pounds. The victim cannot go to sleep, walk,
stand, use the bathroom, or eat a meal. They have
to walk in a half-squatting and bowing position.
Police often torture practitioners this way for
weeks.

10.5 Running in Chains: Several victims are hand-
cuffed and shackled together and forced to run
non-stop.

11. Solitary Confinement

Solitary confinement, widely condemned around the world, is among the cru-
elest tortures. In China, police have used tortures beyond usual solitary con-
finement against Falun Gong practitioners. Following are only a few of the
examples:

11.1 Locked in Small Cell: A small cell is a room of less than three square
meters. It has no window, no bed, no water, and no toilet. A victim is locked in
a small cell for months, having to eat, sleep, and excrete in the same small
area. Since the height of the room is less than 1.5 meters, one cannot stand
straight. To exacerbate the agony, the guards often hand-
cuff the victim in the small cell door so the victim cannot
sleep for many days. 

11.2 Locked in Iron Cage: The height of the cage is short-
er than a victim’s height. The width and length are calcu-
lated so that the person can neither stand straight nor lie
down. The victim is often handcuffed to the rail and can-
not sleep. Many Falun Gong practitioners have been
locked up this way for as long as 120 days. They are men-
tally and physically tortured.

11.3 Tied to a Death Board: This variation of solitary confinement was origi-
nally conceived for and used on death row criminals. The victim is tied to an
iron or wooden board for weeks with four limbs stretched out and locked, and
cannot move at all. The victim is tied down at all times, having to be fed by
someone else, but sleeping and excreting are all done on the board, for this
reason the victim is often stripped
naked. The victim suffers not only
from solitary confinement, but also
the excruciating pain of feeling their
whole body atrophying. Many practi-
tioners have lost their lives from this
torture.

11.4 Leaning Against a Big Board: This is a variation of the “death board” tor-
ture. The victim is forced to lie down on a bed made of a wooden board with-

out any padding for many days at a time with feet and hands fixed to the bed.

11.5 Water Dungeon: This is a deadly solitary con-
finement. A victim is stripped naked, locked in an
iron cage with spikes on all sides, and lowered into
a pit of filthy water until the water reaches the vic-
tim’s neck. The victim cannot lean to any side
because of the spikes, and cannot squat down
because the water. Many practitioners have suf-
fered this torture and some have died.

12. Cuffed and Hung up

Hung up by handcuffs, in its most simple form,
causes excruciating pain. Chinese police have
added many cruel variations to this torture.
Most Falun Gong practitioners jailed have suf-
fered this in one form or another. The following
are just a few examples:

12.1 Tying up the horse: A victim is hand-
cuffed and shackled, and the arms are pulled
up behind the back, with the head down, and
then tied up with a rope that also loops around
the neck. Then the police pull the end of the rope to tighten it around the prac-
titioner as much as possible. This torture can cause death.

12.2 Hanging a Cage: A victim’s hands are twisted behind his back and hand-
cuffed. The police then pull the hands over the head and hang him up in the
air until the feet are off the ground. 

12.3 Big Hang: A victim is hung upside-down by the feet. This is a deadly tor-
ture, and some Falun Gong practitioners have died from this.

12.4 Hung up from Behind: With both hands tied or cuffed behind the back,
the victim is hung up by the arms or the handcuffs, with both feet off of the
ground, or just touching the ground. Both hands and arms will soon lose feel-
ing and will go numb from lack of blood circulation. Countless Falun Gong prac-
titioners have suffered this brutal torture. Some have even been hung up for
several days. 

13. Tying the Ropes

A thin rope is used to tightly encircle the neck
and the rope is wrapped around the victim’s
arms. Then the police use all the force they can
muster to tighten the rope. The rope becomes
tighter and tighter around the body of the prac-
titioner, cutting into the flesh and making it
more and more difficult for him to breathe. The
pain is so intense that the victim sometimes
loses control of the bladder. In many cases the
rope was tightened to the point of breaking a practitioner’s arm. Sometimes
the practitioner is hung from a high place with the rope as well. Sometimes
there are spikes on the rope. When the rope is tightly fastened, it cuts into the
flesh, which is extremely painful. This torture is known to cause death if used
twice in a row; however, some practitioners have suffered this up to 10 times
in a row.

14. Tiger Bench

A victim is tied on a narrow wooden or iron bench by the thighs and knees, with
hands tied behind the back. Increasing number of boards or bricks inserted
under his feet creates excruciating pain.

The police often use this device to immobilize
Falun Gong practitioners to force-feed them.
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15. Live Hemp Torture

Hemp is a perennial plant. Its stems and leaves are covered with fine hairs and
sharp, poisonous thorns. After contact with hemp, the skin immediately
becomes inflamed, extremely itchy, and painful. This torture was used against
underground Chinese Communist Party members during China’s civil war in
the 1940’s, and was banned after the Chinese Communists assumed power
in 1949. But police now use fresh hemp stalks to slap Falun Gong practition-
ers’ faces, or strip practitioners naked and throw them onto a pile of hemp.

16. Electric Baton Shock

This is by far the most common torture used by the police against Falun Gong
practitioners. Practitioners have been shocked with as many as a dozen
batons at a time, with voltages as high as 30,000 volts, often for several hours.
Countless practitioners have suffered flesh burns, some having ears, hands, or
feet charred from the electric shocks.

The police have shocked practitioners’ eyes, nipples, and penises. The police
have also forced these batons into practitioners’ mouths or vaginas to shock
them.

Many Falun Gong practitioners have died from electric baton shocks.

17. Beating Buttocks

Literally, this torture is called “passing the board”. A victim is forced to the
ground and beaten viciously with a board, club, or baton, dozens or hundreds
of times. This often causes the buttocks to become black and blue.

18. Force-FFeeding

This is another torture commonly used by police against practitioners, and it is
the number one cause of deaths of Falun Gong practitioners. Almost every
Falun Gong practitioner who has gone on a hunger strike in detention has suf-
fered from force-feeding. Many practitioners not even on hunger strikes have
also been tortured using this method.

The purpose of police force-feeding is never to nourish, but rather to punish
practitioners and to cause so much pain that they will renounce Falun Gong
practice. To that end, the police have used many different means to cause
excruciating pain and injury, including:

18.1 Inserting and Withdrawing the Feeding Tubes Repeatedly: The police
usually use a tube inserted through a practitioner’s nose to force-feed. Often,
even when the tube is already inserted, the police pull it out again and re-insert
it. This can be repeated many times. Many practitioners have died from the
tube piercing through their lungs.

18.2 Leaving the Feeding Tubes in Stomach: This is another way to cause
pain. Practitioners tortured this way are usually handcuffed.

18.3 Knocking off Teeth to Force-FFeed: To force practitioners to open their
mouths, the police resort to the most barbaric violence, knocking out practi-
tioners’ teeth, tearing apart practitioners’ lips, or even poking holes in practi-
tioners’ cheeks.

18.4 Force-FFeeding Saturated Salt-WWater: This causes intense pain in the gut.
Many practitioners have died from this because of the resulting dehydration.

18.5 Force-FFeeding Vinegar/Liquor: Several Falun Gong practitioners have
died from this.

18.6 Force-FFeeding Hot Pepper Oil/Mustard Oil/Boiling Water: These cause
burns and intense pain in the esophagus, stomach, and intestines.

18.7 Force-FFeeding Urine/Feces

19. Bamboo Sticks under the Fingernails

The police hammer sharp bamboo sticks into the fingers of the practitioners
through the tip of the fingernails. In
the process of the hammering, the
fingernail will get torn off completely.
The police first hammer the bamboo
stick into one finger. If the practition-
er still refuses to yield, the police will
hammer bamboo sticks into succes-
sive fingers until they mutilate all 10
fingers.

20. Burning

The police have used cigars and cigarette lighters to burn fingers, toes, faces,
nipples, vaginas, and other parts of practitioners’ bodies. While burning them,
the police say, “I will stop when you give up Falun Gong.”

21. Hot and Spicy Chicken Legs

A victim is forced to lie on the ground. The inmates then take turns jumping
high up in the air and then landing on the upper legs of the practitioner with
one foot. 

22. Bed Pressing

A victim is handcuffed and shackled and forced to sit down on the ground. A
bed is then placed over his head and several people get on the bed pressing
down and jumping on the bed. This often causes the victim to lose control of
the bladder and bowels.

23. Dog Bites

Police have let loose dogs to attack Falun
Gong practitioners in a number of deten-
tion centers and labor camps.

24. Suffocation

The police pull a plastic bag over the
head of a practitioner. While the practi-
tioner is suffocating and gagging, the
police will ask, “Will you give up Falun
Gong?”

Sometimes the police use thick paper
soaked in water to cover the faces of
practitioners to suffocate them.

25. Forcing Head into Bucket of Urine
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26. Sexual Torture

In addition to the tortures that the police use on both male and female Falun
Gong practitioners, the police use many female-specific tortures against Falun
Gong practitioners. These include:

Rape / gang rape
Forced abortion
Pinching / pinching off or biting off of nipples
Needling nipples
Electric baton shock of nipples and vaginas
Bottle / baton rape
Stuffing dirty socks into vagina / anus
Burning the vagina with a cigar
Inserting and rotating brushes inside the vagina
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The Falun Gong Human Rights Working Group is a volunteer group
dedicated to the human rights cause of Falun Gong practitioners. Our
main activities include the collection and compilation of cases of
human rights violations against Falun Gong practitioners, and the
submission of these cases to the United Nations, governments around
the world, and international human rights organizations. 

We also seek to publicize the Chinese government's violent per-
secution of Falun Gong in order to raise public awareness. Our pub-
lications include "The Falun Gong Report 2002," "The Falun Gong
Report 2003," and this report. These publications can be downloaded
from 

http://www.flghrwg.net or http://www.faluninfo.net

We welcome your suggestions and participation.

The Falun Gong Human Rights Working Group
10299 Scripps Trail # 226
San Diego, California 92131

U.S.A. 

Or e-mail to: flghrwg@faluninfo.net



UUnniitteedd  NNaattiioonnss  RReeppoorrttss  oonn  
CChhiinnaa’’ss  PPeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  ooff  FFaalluunn  GGoonngg

Collected in this book are excerpts from annual reports of the
United Nations Human Rights Commission's Special Rapporteurs, document-
ing cases of human rights violations committed by the PRC government
against Falun Gong practitioners. The PRC government is a member of the
UN Human Rights Commission and a permanent member of the UN Security
Council with veto power. However, it cannot veto the findings of the
Special Rapporteurs.

These findings are just the tip of the iceberg of the ongoing slaugh-
ter. Many Special Rapporteurs and their assistants have indicated that the
vast number of cases is simply beyond their capacity to process.

We hope, however, that this small collection will serve adequately
as independent and authoritative evidence for those who still wishfully
believe that the PRC government is moving towards rule of law and that
Falun Gong practitioners are “all treated according to the law.”

We further hope that this small collection is enough to stir the con-
science of the international community - including the United Nations
Human Rights Commission, which appointed those Special Rapporteurs - to
come to the aid of the victims.

These reports are also a tribute to the suffering Falun Gong practi-
tioners, without whose courage and peaceful conviction these crimes
could not have been exposed.

The Falun Gong Human Rights Working Group

October 2003

The Falun Gong Human Rights Working Group

10299 Scripps Trail # 226
San Diego, California 92131, U.S.A. 
email: flghrwg@faluninfo.net

http://www.faluninfo.net
http://www.flghrwg.net




